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ITEM 11 - ESTABLISHMENT OF A REGIONAL STATISTICAL PROGRAMME 
IN SUPPORT OF THE CARICOM SINGLE MARKET AND ECONOMY (CSME) 
 
Background 
 
The call for Governments to invest resources in statistics was proposed in a Paper 

presented by the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Secretariat to the Resumed 

Session of the Eighth Meeting of the Community Council held in Nassau, The 

Bahamas on 7 July 2001. It was pointed out at this Session that while traditionally 

the Statistics Sub-Programme of the Secretariat has focussed on the compilation of 

economic statistics including National Accounts, Merchandise Trade and Balance of 

Payments, more recently emphasis is being placed on the development of Social 

and Environmental Statistics to facilitate the production of reliable data sets in this 

area.  

 

The presentation in Nassau also highlighted the thrust of the Secretariat’s Work 

Programme that centered on the need to harmonise statistics in the Region given 

the establishment of the CARICOM Single Market and Economy (CSME) and the 

Caribbean Court of Justice (CCJ). In this regard, efforts were made to encourage 

Member States to document statistical methodologies, the processes of data 

collection and to identify a core set of economic, social, environment and statistics 

on information and communication technology to be produced by all Member States. 

These processes were to enable effective analysis and the acquisition of knowledge 

on the status of the Member States while ensuring comparability through the use of 

international and regionally acceptable methodological frameworks and standards. 

 

The Community Council, in its decisions, noted the information required on the 

status and role of statistics in the Region and also noted the developmental work 

being executed in statistics. The Community Council also mandated the Caribbean 

Community Secretariat in collaboration with the Standing Committee of Caribbean 
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