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PREFACE 
 
 
The CARICOM Environment in Figures 2004 has been prepared by the Caribbean 

Community (CARICOM) Secretariat, Statistics Sub-programme based on data submitted 

by Member States and Associate Members, from the United Nations Statistics Division 

(UNSD) and from other regional and National Organisations. This is the second report in 

this area of Statistics that has been produced.  The first report contained data up to the 

period 2002. The work on Environmental Statistics in the CARICOM Region was 

stimulated by a Project on  "Strengthening Capacity in the Compilation of Statistics and 

Indicators for Conference Follow-up in the CARICOM Region," jointly carried out by 

the United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD) and the Caribbean Community 

(CARICOM) Secretariat from 1999 - 2003.  The Project was executed in the CARICOM 

Member States, which are Antigua and Barbuda, The Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, 

Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Montserrat, St. Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, 

St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname and Trinidad and Tobago. However relative to 

data collection and capacity building activities the Associate Members were also included 

in these efforts and data for some of these countries are found in this publication. 

 

Of importance to note is the work of the CARICOM Advisory Group which operated in 

the area of Social/Gender and Environmental Statistics, developing a programme for 

sustaining the data collection, compilation and dissemination efforts post the end of the 

CARICOM/UNSD Project. 

 

As expressed in the first report, it continues to be the case that in the CARICOM Region, 

most of the 15 Member States are faced with growing competition between economic 

interests for limited natural resources, pressures from increasing tourism and a greater 

frequency of natural disasters. Sound policy decisions must be made using timely and 

reliable information to enable sustainable development. This regional report is the second 

attempt to compile Environmental Statistics and there were many challenges faced 
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including the absence of dedicated staff to work in this area both at the regional and 

national levels, as well as a lack of basic environmental statistics and indicators which is    

a relatively new area of statistics to the region. As a consequence this report which 

contains data up to 2004 (with some data for 2005) is only now being published in 2008.  

Nonetheless, some countries such as Belize, Jamaica and Suriname continue to make 

tremendous efforts to produce these statistics. Trinidad and Tobago recently produced its 

first compendium in this area of statistics.  

 

This publication relies as stated earlier on available data submitted by Member States as 

well as under a collaborative arrangement with the UNSD for selected themes. The 

design of this publication presents metadata, a brief evaluation and assessment of the data 

and the tables and graphs of the various statistics and indicators. The publication focuses 

on twelve (12) themes which are: Population and Households, Tourism, Environmental 

Health, Natural Disasters, Energy and Minerals, Land Use and Agriculture, Coastal and 

Marine Resources, Biodiversity, Forest, Air, Waste and Water. 

 

For each theme, the indicators are identified and for each indicator, information and 

analysis as required are presented on: Concepts and Definitions, Method of Computation, 

Indicator Relevance, Data Assessment, Data Sources and Evaluation (of the data). An 

estimate of the degree of harmonisation of the data is also attempted as an indicator of the 

comparability of the statistics across member states. It is expected that, as this area of 

statistics becomes more established, concepts, definitions, classifications and methods of 

data collection should become increasingly more harmonised and standardised.  The 

environmental indicators that correspond to Millennium Development Goals indicators 

are also identified in the report.   

 

This report took a considerable time to produce, from the initial efforts of the CARICOM 

Advisory Group (now the Advisory Group on Statistics) to review and develop the 

programme in this area; the review and refinement of core indicators and the 

identification of additional indicators; the design and submission of table formats to 

member countries; the monitoring of the submission of the information; the compilation 



iii 

 
The CARICOM Environment in Figures 2004 

 

of the statistics and indicators in tables and the submission to countries for review and 

amendments and the preparation of various drafts of the report.   

 

In view of the fact that environment statistics is a relatively new and emerging field of 

statistics, with a large number of data sources and institutions involved, and with a lack 

of benchmarks and standards, it is anticipated that the publication would help bring to the 

fore some of the problems that exist with these data; differences in data at the national 

level and at the regional level; data that exist within various organisations at the national 

level but are not available at the CARICOM Secretariat. The need for increased inter-

agency collaboration and the use of software such as the United Nations-based Devinfo 

to facilitate the compilation and dissemination of statistics that are available within 

agencies at the national levels must be emphasised as primary mechanism of improving 

data availability. 

 

 The CARICOM Secretariat therefore welcomes feedback and as well data presented as 

missing or inaccurately presented or updated data from countries and organisations. It is 

hoped that this publication could contribute to providing a picture of some aspects of the 

status of the environment as well as in improving the data collection and compilation 

efforts in the Region. 
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NOTES AND SYMBOLS 
 

NOTES 
Efforts were made to assess the degree of harmonization of the indicators. 

 

Indicators that are fully harmonized are represented by “H” and imply that the 

conceptual and methodological differences among Member States/Associate Members 

are negligible. 

 

Indicators that are partially harmonized are represented by “PH” and imply that there is 

harmonization among some Member States/Associate Members, but that there are also 

substantive differences among some of those same states or others. 

 

“NH” implies that there is an absence of harmonization with regards to concepts and 

methodologies among Member States/Associate Members. 

 

“DK” Impossible to assess. 

 

Unless otherwise stated, the charts refer to data shown in the accompanying table. 

 

SYMBOLS 
 

… Data not available 

n.a Not applicable 

0 Less than half of the unit specified 

- Nil, magnitude zero 

 


