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INTRODUCTION 
 
The Twenty-Ninth Meeting of the Standing Committee of Caribbean Statisticians 
(SCCS) was held on 22 to 24 November 2004 at the Fairmont Hamilton Princess Hotel, 
Hamilton, Bermuda. 
 
REPRESENTATION 
 
A List of Delegates attending the Meeting is at Annex I to this Report. 
 
1.  OPENING CEREMONY 
 
Following the singing of the National Anthem and an opening prayer by Mr. Steven 
Holdipp, Business Statistician, Bermuda Department of Statistics, Ms. Valerie 
Robinson-James, Chief Statistician, Bermuda Department of Statistics warmly 
welcomed Delegates to the Meeting and to Bermuda. 
 
In her Opening Remarks, Dr. Philomen Harrison, Programme Manager, Statistics, 
CARICOM Secretariat, extended greetings to the Meeting on behalf of the Secretary-
General of and Deputy Secretary-General of CARICOM and highlighted as a main 
priority of the Region, the urgent attention being paid to the mobilisation of appropriate 
levels of technical and financial resources in support of the building and strengthening 
of statistical capacity and harmonisation. This was with a view to enabling the 
production of accurate, reliable, timely and comparable social, economic and 
environmental statistics, and for the purpose of research, analysis and informing 
negotiations at various levels.  
 
She went on to list a number of imperatives that informed this priority, which included 
the establishment of the CARICOM Single Market and Economy, the challenges faced 
in negotiating International Trade in Services, the new arrangements with Europe and 
the HIV-AIDS pandemic. 
 
She listed the expectations of both meetings and signalled the commitment to the 
integration process of the Premier and his Government and the people of Bermuda in 
agreeing to host these Meetings.  
 
Dr. Harrison stated that Bermuda’s hosting of the Meeting symbolised the commitment 
of the Government and people to the integration process in the Region. 
 
Mr. Kenneth Dill, Assistant Cabinet Secretary (Committees) and Liaison Officer for 
CARICOM, introduced the Hon. W. Alexander Scott, JP. MP, Premier of Bermuda, 
welcomed the gathering to Bermuda indicating that it was an opportunity to reciprocate 
in some small way, the many kindnesses that had been shown to them.   
 
He further stated that Bermuda fully embraced the need for continuous comprehensive 
statistics just before the 1970s when the first full-time professional statistician, a 
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Bermudian who had acquired extensive experience working with Statistics Canada was 
engaged. 
 
He went on to provide cogent illustrations of the need and importance of statistics in the 
everyday lights of the people of Bermuda.  The text of his speech is at Annex II to this 
Report. 
 
The Opening Ceremony also featured cultural presentations by the Sandys Middle 
School, which featured the African Dance Troupe and the Gombeys.  Also featured was 
a cultured presentation by the Bermuda Institute School Steel Band. 
 
Ms Melinda Williams moved the Vote of Thanks. 
 
2.   ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
 
Ms. Angela Hunte, Director, Statistical Office, Barbados was elected to chair the 
Meeting. 
 
3.   ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 
The Agenda as adopted by the Meeting is at Annex III to this Report. 
 
4.   PROCEDURAL MATTERS 
 
The Meeting determined its hours of work. 
 
5.   THE ECONOMIC STATISTICS FRAMEWORK: 
 
5.1 Compilation of Regional Database in National Accounts and the 

Implementation of the 1993 Systems of National Accounts (1993 
SNA); 

 
5.1.1 Status Report - CARICOM Secretariat 
 
The Meeting had for consideration, Paper SCCS/2004/29/10 entitled Compilation of 
Regional Database in National Accounts and in the Implementation of the 1993 
Systems of National Accounts (1993 SNA). 
 
It was reported that the CARICOM Secretariat, in its ongoing developmental work in 
National Accounts, continued to maintain a database in National Accounts. The 
database comprised a set of Microsoft Excel spreadsheets with data on Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) by Kind of Activity in current and constant prices, GDP by Expenditure 
components, Gross National Income and the consolidated accounts of 14 CARICOM 
Member States. 
 



SCCS/2004/29/REP 
 

 
 

 3

The Meeting was informed that in March 2004, the Secretariat had sent prepared 
formats to Member States requesting data on GDP at current and constant prices, by 
industry and expenditure components, as well as the consolidated accounts for the year 
2003.  Detailed sub-industry breakdowns were requested where these were available 
using the International Standard Industrial Classification Rev. 3 (ISIC Rev. 3).  The 
submission of the data to the Secretariat has been very encouraging.  The Secretariat 
representative encouraged Member States to make available to the Secretariat 
preliminary estimates as soon as those became available. 
 
Reference was made to the fact that Member States are not all using the strict ISIC 
Rev. 3, with some Member States still using an adaptation of the Rev. 2, and it was 
stated that the Secretariat had been attempting to redistribute the data submitted to 
approximate the ISIC Rev. 3 format in an attempt to compile a harmonised regional 
National Accounts database.  The presenter highlighted some major concerns at the 
regional level as follows –  
 
(i) the level of details available in Member States;  
 
(ii) the prices at which the estimates were prepared, whether basic prices or market 

prices; and  
 
(iii) the differing base years for constant price data. 
 
The presenter suggested that the forgoing problems highlighted the importance of 
harmonisation in this area of statistics.  He urged conformity to the international 
classifications and methodology for compiling National Accounts statistics, even as 
participants seek to produce data relevant to their socio-economic and industrial 
structures. 
 
As regards the advancement of the Implementation of 1993 SNA in the Region, 
attention was drawn to the main conclusions, findings and recommendations emanating 
from the last National Accounts Workshop held in St. Kitts and Nevis in 2002 
(Attachment I to the Paper).  It was recalled that during this workshop, the SNA93 
Advisory Group had met and mapped out a programme to be followed by all Member 
States as they seek to implement the 1993 System of National Accounts (1993 SNA). 
 
The presentation highlighted developments regarding, inter alia, advancing the process 
of 1993 SNA implementation in a few countries with technical assistance from the 
Caribbean Regional Technical Assistance Centre (CARTAC) and other sources; the 
activation of the Statistical Capacity Building and Harmonisation Project of the Ninth 
European Development Fund (Ninth EDF); and indications by the UNSD of its support 
to the Ninth EDF process in general. 
 
Also highlighted in the presentation was the importance of National Accounts to the 
developmental perspective in the Region and the need for harmonisation of this area of 
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statistics for the highly important task of intelligibly monitoring the establishment of the 
CARICOM Single Market and Economy (CSME). 
 
The presenter discussed the status of Tourism Satellite Accounts (TSA) and recalled 
that two workshops had been held in this area in 2003, one of which was convened by 
the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), in Santiago, 
Chile, the World Tourism Organisation (WTO) and the Canadian Tourism Commission 
(CTC) in March 2003 and the other convened by the Secretariat in 2003 as a 
CARICOM-Spain initiative. 
 
It was explained that there had been follow-up discussions among the various 
organisations relative to the future outlook for this area and an approach was made by a 
representative of the Organisation of American States (OAS) to fund development in 
this area.  In this connection, it had been agreed that Jamaica would submit a proposal 
on its behalf and that of selected Member States.  Jamaica had requested the 
assistance of the Secretariat in refining this proposal for submission by the end of 30 
November 2004, with the hope that activity would resume in this very important area of 
statistics. 
 
The presenter stated that in recognition of the critical importance of this sector in the 
Region, the Secretariat would continue to collaborate with organisations such as the 
Caribbean Tourism Organisation (CTO), the  Caribbean Development Bank (CDB), 
Eastern Caribbean Central Bank (ECCB), United Nations Economic Commission for 
Latin America and the Caribbean (UNECLAC), World Trade Organisation (WTO), 
Counter Terrorism Committee (CTC), Organisation of American States (OAS) and 
others, to ensure that the development of a system of tourism statistics is enhanced 
through the development of the TSA; to make progress in the measurement and 
analysis of the impact of tourism and to begin the tasks recommended by the WTO for 
the development of the TSA. 
 
In the ensuing discussion the Meeting commended those Member States that had 
submitted National Accounts 2003 estimates.   
 
The ECCB, the CDB, and UNECLAC, inter alia, were also commended for their efforts, 
in collaboration with the CARICOM Secretariat, to ensure that the development of a 
system of tourism statistics was enhanced through the development of the TSA; to 
make progress in the measurement and analysis of the impact of tourism and to begin 
the tasks recommended by the WTO for the development of the TSA. 
 
Member States were urged to submit outstanding 2003 and any preliminary estimates 
available for 2004 to the Secretariat.  In addition, Member States were impressed upon 
to follow the recommended approach to 1993 SNA as the minimum programme to 
enable a harmonised approach to the implementation of 1993 SNA. 
 
Reference was made to the future prospects and approaches at the regional level for 
advancing the 1993 SNA mainly under the Ninth EDF and the relationship of this body 
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of work to informing the development and sectoral thrust in the Region.  There was also 
recognition of the prospects for TSA development through the project to be submitted 
by Jamaica. 
 
THE MEETING: 
 
Commended those Member States that had submitted National Accounts 2003 
estimates; 
 
Also commended, inter alia, the Eastern Caribbean Central Bank (ECCB), the 
Caribbean Development Bank (CDB), and the United Nations Economic Commission 
for Latin America and the Caribbean (UNECLAC) for their efforts in collaboration with 
the CARICOM Secretariat to ensure that the development of a system of tourism 
statistics is enhanced through the development of the Tourism Satellite Accounts (TSA); 
to make progress in the measurement and analysis of the impact of tourism; and to 
begin the tasks recommended by the WTO for the development of the TSA; 
 
Urged Member States to submit outstanding 2003 and any preliminary estimates 
available for 2004 to the Secretariat; 
 
Noted the intention of the Secretariat to streamline its National Accounts database 
format; 
 
Also urged Member States to follow the recommended approach to the 1993 System 
of National Accounts (SNA) as the minimum programme to enable a harmonised 
approach to the implementation of 1993 SNA; 
 
Also noted the future prospects and approaches at the regional level for advancing the 
1993 SNA mainly under the Ninth European Development Fund (EDF) and the 
relationship for this body of work to informing the development and sectoral thrust in the 
Region; 
 
Further noted the prospects for TSA development through the project to be submitted 
by Jamaica. 
 

5.1.2 Progress Report – National Statistical Offices 
 
The Meeting received progress reports on the compilation of National Accounts and the 
Implementation of the 1993 Systems of National Accounts (1993 SNA) from Barbados, 
The Bahamas, Belize, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, St. Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, Bermuda, and the 
British Virgin Islands.  The highlights of these reports are set out below. 
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The Bahamas 
 
Research was continuing into the implementation of the Government and Rest of the 
World Accounts of the System of National Accounts 1993. 
 
With respect to Future Projects, the Department of Statistics had begun planning a joint 
project with the Ministry of Tourism and the Central Bank of The Bahamas to develop 
the Tourism Satellite Accounts of The Bahamas.  Given that the Department had no 
experience in this area, it intended to seek, on a continuous basis, feed-back from 
CARTAC, CARICOM Secretariat, and Member States, etc., on the methodology being 
used. 
 
It was hoped that during 2005, a methodology would be developed for the production of 
supply and use tables for The Bahamas. Work will also begin on the design of a 
methodology to measure the informal sector. 
 
Work on the development of Environmental Accounts would not commence before 2006 
and would begin with one industry and working it through the system, e.g. Fisheries, 
one of the areas where some data on stock and depletion is already available. 
 
In terms of the release schedule for The Bahamas, preliminary estimates for the current 
year (2004) would be available by March 2005; provisional estimates by March 2006, 
and revised, one year later (in 2007). 
 
Barbados 
 
Assessment of the availability of data for the implementation of the 1993 System of 
National Accounts (SNA1993) had started. Efforts were continuing to fill gaps identified 
through the improvement of the coverage of the Business Register and the collection of 
additional data from both new and existing sources. 
 
The Department was continuing its efforts to update the Business Register and keep it 
current, collecting data from all administrative sources as well as from surveys. 
 
Belize 
 
The Central Statistical Office had just completed an IDB funded project using SNA PCs.  
Quarterly GDP prices were being produced and 2003 third quarter estimates were 
available. 
 
Grenada 
 
Work on the compilation of National Accounts had been in collaboration with the ECCB.  
Final data for final accounts had been completed for GDP in constant and current prices 
by industry for 2002.  Surveys had been sent out for 2003, notwithstanding the 
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devastation to businesses by Hurricane Ivan.  Final BOP accounts had been completed 
for 2002 and estimates were available for 2003 with projections for 2004-2007. 
 
There had been collaboration with the OECS Secretariat and the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) on some initiatives. The ECCB had done an analysis of growth for 2004. 
 
The compilation of National Accounts would be a challenge since the primary sources of 
information had been destroyed.  Supply and Use tables was an area in which the 
Central Statistical Office needed Technical Assistance. 
 
Guyana 
 
Guyana had just hosted a Review Mission from the IMF and the opportunity to review 
2002 and 2003 GDP base prices.  With respect to the development of National 
Accounts, work had commenced in 2004 to implement the recommendations of Mr. Jan 
Van Tongeren (2000/1) and Mr. Howard Murad and Craig Gaston (CARTAC) in 
December 2003. 
 
The Bureau of Statistics would be adopting a more “watered down” and structured 
approach.  CARTAC was expected to provide assistance in the generation of Supply 
and Use tables prior to the commencement of the rebasing of exercise. 
 
The Bureau of Statistics was proceeding with a new Household budget Survey and the 
information from this exercise would have direct applications to the work of the national 
Accounts and Prices Sections. 
 
Work was near completion on the finalisation of the questionnaire, which was being 
extended to garner additional data for Quality of Life and Poverty Indicators.  The 
Bureau was working closely with the Office of the president and the World Bank in 
respect of this project. 
 
During 2005 there would be emphasis placed on institutional strengthening and staff 
training. 
 
Jamaica 
 
That Member State was still working with the 1968 National Accounts System.  Since 
September 2002, the Statistical Institute of Jamaica (STATIN) entered into a three-year 
cooperation project with Statistics Sweden and SIDA to support the modernization of 
the national accounts.  Towards this end, there was also collaboration with SIDA. 
 
Saint Lucia 
 
The estimates for 2003 had been completed and the National Accounts System was 
being worked on. 
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Supply and Use tables would be put in place with assistance from CARTAC. 
 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
 
During the week Tuesday 16–Friday 19 March 2004, National Accounts estimates for 
the year 2002 were finalized and preliminary estimates for the year 2003 were done. 
The Statistical Office was again the recipient of technical assistance from Mrs. Hazel 
Corbin of the ECCB. 
 
For a 2-week period, 17–28 May 2004, the Statistical Office, in conjunction with 
CARTAC, continued work on the production of the Supply and Use Tables (SUT) for St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines. 
 
With respect to the implementation of the 1993 SNA, a business register, coded 
according to ISIC Rev. 3 and by Institutional Sectors, had been established. 
 
Suriname 
 
GDP estimates in constant and current prices and other Macro Economic aggregates 
had been compiled and were available up to 2003.  The Section was busy revising GDP 
estimates for 2003 and preparing for the first attempt to estimating Quarterly GDP.  The 
complete move to SNA 93 was hampered because of insufficient Source data, but with 
assistance from Statistics Netherlands it was hoped that the 2004 estimates would be 
according to SNA 93. 
 
Trinidad and Tobago 
 
The Division, with the assistance of the Acting Director of Statistics, has been able to 
inform a large cross-section of stakeholders about the rationale for the rebasing of the 
Constant Price of the Gross Domestic Product from 1985 = 100 to 2000 = 100. 
 
Five (5) stakeholders’ Meetings had been held, during which presentations were made 
on the rebasing of the GDP. 
 
Bermuda 
 
The National Accounts and Economic Statistics section had been without a Statistician 
to oversee the work programme from January 2003 to 5 November 2004. 
 
The GDP estimation had been produced by industry. 
 
A successful economic activity survey was done in 2003 and the estimates from that 
exercise were collected by 31 December 2003. 
 
The Bermuda SUT was scheduled to be reviewed using 2002 and 2003 data.  There 
were plans to resume the quarterly release of data. 
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British Virgin Islands 
 
The National Accounts programme unit had been developed with the assistance of a 
Consultant. 
 
Compilation of National Accounts Statistics for the British Virgin Islands was completed 
in 2002 and was structured according to the United Nations (UN) 1993 System of 
National Accounts (SNA’93).  National Accounts aggregates, such as Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP), GDP per Capita, Gross National Income (GNI), Gross National 
Disposable Income (GNDI) and Final Consumption, among others, have been complied 
and published for the period 1995 to 1999.  These aggregates were a direct output from 
work done by a consultant hired by the Development Planning Unit to develop Supply 
and Use SUT Tables for the British Virgin Islands (BVI) for the period 1995 to 1999. 
 
Work on compilation of 2000 and 2001 National Accounts data commenced in 2003.  
Presently all the data required (Government, imports, exports and household and 
corporations) for input into the SUT have been collected and cleaned for inputting. 
 
A Household Budgetary Survey (HBS) was slated to be undertaken in 2005 to revisit the 
basket of goods and services and rebase the Consumer Price Index (CPI). 
 
Emanating from the presentations was a suggestion that Member States give 
consideration to the issue of projections.  There was also a suggestion that Member 
States consider the approach of convening stakeholder meetings, as it had proven 
successful in Trinidad and Tobago, particularly in respect of the rebasing of the GDP. 
 
THE MEETING: 
 
Noted the reports submitted by Member States on the Status of National Accounts and 
development work on the 1993 SNA; 
 
Also noted the call for Member States to give consideration to the issue of projections; 
 
Further noted the recommendation that consideration be given to the convening of 
stakeholders’ meetings, which had proven successful in Trinidad and Tobago, 
particularly as these related to the rebasing of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP). 
 
5.1.3 Overview of 1993 (SNA) Implementation at the International Level 
 
Presented for the consideration of the Meeting was Paper SCCS/2004/29/29 entitled 
SNA 1993 Updating. 
 
The UNSD representative provided the Meeting with a brief report on the efforts of the 
UNSD in monitoring the implementation of the 1993 SNA.  Highlighted in the 
presentation was the UNSD Work Programme, which had been approved by the United 
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Nations Statistical Commission (UNSC) in March 2004.  Reference was made to the 
decisions of the UNSC at its 35th Session. These included – reconfirmation of the 
importance of the 1993 SNA updating, and the expression of general support for the 
detailed work programme and timetable and acknowledgement of the adequateness of 
the governance and the decision-making mechanism.  The UNSC had also reiterated 
the need for maintaining consistency with the ongoing revisions of the BOP and other 
relevant frameworks - TFHPSA, and the importance to seek, to the extent possible, 
coherence with business accounting standards. 
 
The presenter advised that a web site had been created and was being maintained by 
the UNSD, which provides additional details on 1993 SNA issues and other related 
issues. 
 
In the ensuing discussion - 
 
(i) the issue of projections and the risks attached to doing projections was raised; 
 
(ii) it was the suggested that Belize act as a bridge between the Central American 

and Caribbean regions in a thrust to have these regions work together in the area 
of Tourism Satellite Accounts; 

 
(iii) the UNSD expressed interest in collaborating with the CARICOM Secretariat and 

supporting Member States in the implementation of SNA in the Region; 
 
(iv) a call was made for Member States to - 
 

(a) adopt clear policies for the revision of national accounts data, quarterly 
and annually; and 

 
(b) give serious consideration to the development of business registers; 

 
(v) it was revealed that the CDB had responded to a request from the Ministry of 

Finance in St. Vincent and the Grenadines for assistance in the production of 
tourism statistics.  This exercise should lead to the production of Tourism 
Satellite Accounts for that Member State; 

 
(vi) it was observed that the ECCB had started to develop detailed SUTs in some 

Member States as part of an overall thrust towards re-basing. 
 
THE MEETING: 
 
Noted the presentation by the United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD) on SNA 1993 
updating which, inter alia – 
 
(i) Drew attention to the decisions of the 35th Session of the UN Statistical 

Commission; 



SCCS/2004/29/REP 
 

 
 

 11

 
(ii) Underscored the importance of transparency and the involvement of the global 

statistical community; 
 
Also noted the suggestion by UNECLAC that Belize act as a bridge between the 
Central American and Caribbean Regions in a thrust to have these Regions work 
together in the area of Tourism Satellite Accounts; 
 
Welcomed the goodwill of the UNSD in terms of collaboration with the Secretariat and 
supporting Member States in the implementation of 1993 SNA in the Region; 
 
Further noted – 
 
(i) the call for Member States to – 
 

(a) adopt clear policies for the quarterly and annual revision of national 
accounts data; 

 
(b) give serious consideration to the development of business registers; 

 
(ii) that the ECCB had started to develop detailed Supply and Use Tables (SUTs) in 

all Member States as part of an overall thrust towards re-basing. 
 
5.2  The Compilation of Merchandise Trade Statistics: 
 
5.2.1 Status Report - CARICOM Secretariat 
 
The Secretariat representative presented to the Meeting, Paper SCCS 2204/29/11 on 
Status of Merchandise Trade Statistics in which it was revealed that as at 20 October 
2004, ten Member States had submitted data for 2003 towards the compilation of the 
regional trade database.  
 
It was stated that as agreed to at the Twenty-Sixth Meeting of the SCCS, data for a 
given year should be submitted at the end of the first quarter of the following year, i.e. 
during the month of April for a specific year data should be received from Member 
States for the preceding year. Seven Member States submitted data before the end of 
April 2004 with one submission in March 2004.  
 
In this regard, the Secretariat representative acknowledged the achievement of 
Barbados relative to the submission of 2003 trade data in March 2004.  It was stated 
that this Member State, along with St. Kitts and Nevis, continued to show improvement 
in being timely in its submission of data for the regional database. 
 
The Secretariat representative reported that the submissions of seven Member States 
were free of queries and emphasised that a focus should now be on other aspects of 
the trade data such as unit of quantity.  The importance of trade data was also 
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emphasised relative to informing policies, negotiations at the national, regional and 
international levels and also at the hemispheric level with respect to submissions to the 
Hemispheric Market Access Databases. 
 
Mention was made of the preparation of the Correlation Table updated with the HS 
2002 nomenclature and its distribution to Member States who now need to incorporate 
this new table in the processing of its trade data. 
 
The Secretariat representative also provided information about developmental work 
being put in place relative to the updating of its Trade Information System (Tradsys) 
which was upgraded to be based on a Microsoft SQL platform with a front end of 
Microsoft Access relative to the processing and dissemination of regional trade 
statistics.  This should allow for a more efficient processing and disseminating and the 
future plans entail placing this database online for which approaches have already been 
made for funding this activity.  Mention was also made of a Eurotrace workshop 
facilitated by Eurostat and funded by CARTAC which provided training in the new 
Eurotrace for more efficient data processing by Member States.  This system is also 
based on SQL. 
 
5.2.2 Progress Report – National Statistical Offices 
 
This Section of the Meeting was guided by the relevant sections of the National 
Progress Reports (circulated for the information of the Meeting) with regards to the 
efforts of Member States to improve on the timeliness and on the quality of the data 
submitted to the Secretariat. The following is a summary of a few of these 
presentations. 
 
The Bahamas 
 
This Member State was considering the compilation of Merchandise Trade Statistics 
utilising a new software. An approach would be made to the CARICOM Secretariat for 
assistance. 
 
Barbados 
 
The Customs authorities in Barbados were expected to introduce a new version of 
ASYCUDA.  It was anticipated that by the Thirtieth Meeting of the SCCS there would be 
a positive report in this regard. 
 
Saint Lucia 
 
This Member State had benefited from the establishment of a EUROTRACE domain.  
The National Statistical Office had the ability to maintain the database on its server and 
intended to fully benefit from it.  The flexibility in the software allowed for different 
nomenclature to be built in and used in different ways. 
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Turks and Caicos Islands 
 
Trade data was available for the period 1999-2004.  The assistance of the CARICOM 
Secretariat was being sought with the new EUROTRACE software. 
 
In the ensuing discussion – 
 
(i) It was clarified that there were no plans in the immediate future for workshops in 

EUROTRACE.  There would, however, be opportunities to benefit from the 
expertise of other Member States who would be willing to assist; 

 
(ii) the potential of the New Eurotrace software and acquisition of this software by 

interested Member States was highlighted; 
 
(iii) EUROSTAT and CARTAC were commended for enabling the conduct of a 

training workshop on the New Eurotrace; 
 
(iv) The UNSD called on Member States to contact that organisation for clarification 

in respect of any problems experienced with regard to the UNSD Compiler 
Manual on International Trade Statistics; 

 
THE MEETING: 
 
Noted the presentation by the Secretariat on the Status of Merchandise Trade 
Statistics; 
 
Also noted – 
 
(i) the progress report by the National Statistical Offices in Member States on their 

efforts to improve on the timeliness and on the quality of the data submitted to 
the Secretariat; 

 
(ii) the presentation by UNSD containing a progress report on International 

Merchandise Trade Statistics; 
 
Further noted the completion by the Secretariat of the developmental work on the 
updating of the Correlation Table linking the HS 2002-SITC; 
 
Noted the potential of the New EUROTRACE software and the possibility of the 
acquisition of this software by interested Member States; 
 
Commended EUROSTAT and CARTAC for enabling the conduct of the training 
workshop for the CARICOM Region on the New EUROTRACE; 
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Welcomed the invitation by UNSD to Member States to contact that organisation for 
clarification in respect of any problems experienced with regard to the UNSD Compiler 
Manual on International Trade Statistics. 

5.2.3 Reconciliation of Regional Trade Data 
 
The Secretariat representative in pursuance of the implementation of research work 
presented to the meeting Paper SCCC 2004/29/12 on the Implementation of 
Statistical Research Agenda: Reconciliation of Merchandise Trade.  
 
It was stated that the analysis of data on intra-regional trade often shows inconsistencies in 
the corresponding imports and exports among Member States. As a consequence of these 
experiences, the Secretariat included in its Work Programme, the reconciliation of trade 
data aimed at improving the quality of the data of Member States and also to achieve 
greater harmonisation of the data. 
 
The initial research in this area therefore attempted to establish an approach to reconciling 
the intra-regional trade data through identifying some of the major reasons why the 
published figures of two countries may differ. It is part of a process to initiate in the 
Statistics Sub-Programme increase focus on statistical research and analysis.  
 

In the short term therefore, it was stated that this exercise aimed to identify, explain and 
assess the causes of discrepancies between the trade data of two countries of the 
Region, with the long-term objective being the harmonisation of the conceptual 
frameworks of Member States. The reconciliation exercise would therefore improve the 
quality of the data through the revealing of measurement errors and gaps, providing 
trade negotiators and analysts with more reliable and consistent data, as well as leading 
to the development of new procedures for the compilation of trade statistics. 
 
The presentation went on to highlight elements of a methodology that can be utilised in 
reconciliation of the data.  
 
It was generally accepted that there was need for a reconciliation study aimed at 
investigating the causes of the discrepancies in trade statistics generated by different 
countries.  The point was made that such an exercise would also, inter alia, improve the 
quality of the data through the revealing of measurement errors and gaps, providing 
trade negotiators and analysts with more reliable and consistent data. 
 
The CARICOM Secretariat was commended on its presentation regarding efforts being 
made to improve the quality of trade data in the Region and at the national level. 
 
 
 
 
 



SCCS/2004/29/REP 
 

 
 

 15

THE MEETING: 
 
Noted the developmental work being undertaken by the Secretariat in the area of 
reconciliation of Merchandise Trade data intra-regionally, as part of a wider statistical 
research agenda to be implemented; 
 
Endorsed the view that there was need for the reconciliation study, as instructed by the 
Secretariat, aimed at investigating the causes of the discrepancies in trade statistics 
generated by different countries, in that such an exercise would also, inter alia, improve 
the quality of the data through revealing measurement errors and gaps, providing trade 
negotiators and analysts with more reliable and consistent data; 
 
Commended the CARICOM Secretariat for the excellent presentation relative to efforts 
being made to improve the quality of trade data in the Region and at the national level. 
 
5.3  Statistics on International Trade in Services 
 
5.3.1 Progress Report - CARICOM Secretariat 
 
5.3.2 Progress Report – National Statistical Offices 
 
Presented for the consideration of the Meeting, was Paper SCCS/2004/29/4 entitled 
Statistics on Production and International Trade in Services: Current Status and 
ongoing Development Work.  The Meeting was also guided in its deliberations by the 
relevant sections of the national progress reports (circulated for the information of the 
Meeting). 
 
The Secretariat representative provided the Meeting with an overview of the current 
initiative in International Trade in Services, which she stated was progressing through 
the execution of a joint Project in this area by the CARICOM Secretariat and the USAID-
funded Caribbean Trade and Competitiveness Programme (CTRADECOM).  She 
explained that in 2001/2002, as part of the process of enabling the development of the 
economic sectors and more specifically, the facilitation of production and international 
trade in services in the Region, the CARICOM Secretariat had executed a Project: 
CARICOM Protocol II Trade Policy and Facilitation Project under the Regional Trade 
Responsiveness Project. This Project, which was funded by the Canadian International 
Development Agency (CIDA), had contained a component on the Strengthening of 
Statistical Capabilities in Services Statistics in Member States. 
 
It was explained that at the end of the CIDA Project in 2002, the Secretariat had 
attempted a data compilation exercise on trade in services using data submitted by 
Member States from the Services section of the Balance of Payments.  This had 
resulted in the production of a report on International Trade in Services, which Member 
States were encouraged to review in order to gauge the current gaps and deficiencies 
of their respective countries and to devise an approach to fill these gaps and to further 
enhance the production of these statistics. 
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The presentation provided an indication of the status of data available on international 
trade in services including detailed information and how it compares with the EBOPS 
classification.  It outlined – the Total Value of Imports and Exports for 2000 and Highest 
Contributors; Production and Employment and Similar Variables; Gaps and Deficiencies 
in the Data Based on the Publication of the Report; Approaches to Filling the Gaps in 
the Data on Services - Collaboration with CTRADECOM.  The Secretariat 
representative also discussed in her presentation the expectations with respect to 
Project Activities. 
 
As regards the Status of Implementation of the Project, it was indicated, inter alia, that 
to date, an implementation plan for the project, a draft outline for the preparation of the 
common guidelines, a pre-visit questionnaire and a schedule for the visits by the 
countries, had also prepared to enable the execution of the project activities. 
 
Work was in progress on the Preparation of the Common Guidelines.  In addition, the 
country visits to review the compilation processes and data availability in Member 
States commenced in late September 2004 with a visit to St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines.  The review missions had also visited Barbados, Belize and Saint Lucia 
and a visit was underway in Jamaica.  It was reported that in the first quarter of 2005, a 
regional training workshop would be convened to discuss the results of the project and 
to share the experiences with other Member States. 
 
Reports were received from Member States in respect of the review missions as 
follows. 
 
Barbados 
 
During the visit of the review mission in Barbados there was close examination of 
worksheets.  Information was made available regarding the Business Register in that 
Member State. 
 
Belize 
 
The visit of the mission was successful and that Member State was sensitised to the 
importance of Statistics on International trade in Services. 
 
Guyana 
 
The Central Bank had undertaken the responsibility for the compilation of Balance of 
Payment (BOP) accounts.  It was felt however that the National Statistical Office should 
retain internal capacity for compiling BOP accounts, notwithstanding the role of the 
Central Bank. 
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St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
 
Notwithstanding that St. Vincent and the Grenadines was the pilot country for the review 
exercise, the exercise was successful.  There remained much work to do however. 
 
Suriname 
 
It was revealed that trade in services in that Member State suffered from severe under 
coverage. 
 
In the ensuing discussion, Member States were urged to continue to focus on statistics 
on international trade in services, which was vital to regional development.  The 
National Statistical Offices (NSOs) in Member States were encouraged to build internal 
capacity for the compilation of international trade in services data. 
 
A recommendation was made for countries to move towards the implementation of 
Extended Balance of Payments in Services (EBOPS) format for the classification of 
data on international trade in services, particularly since this would be the new UN 
standard. 
 
The Meeting commended the CARICOM Secretariat for its attempt to link the production 
of services to the international trade in services and the use of EBOPS and the Central 
Product Classification (CPC).  The Secretariat was also commended for its efforts in 
obtaining information by trading partners. 
 
It was suggested that the UNSD and the CARICOM Secretariat should cooperate with 
each other in the area of statistics on international trade in services.  The point was 
made that common guidelines should be prepared in respect of statistics in trade in 
services.  There was also a call for greater collaboration between the NSOs and other 
stakeholders. 
 
The Meeting was informed that UNSD had secured funds for a workshop in international 
trade in services statistics that would address, inter alia, concepts, definitions, and 
database development. 
 
THE MEETING: 
 
Noted the developmental work being put in place through the United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID) final project and being executed by the CARICOM 
Secretariat and CTRADECOM; 
 
Urged Member States to continue to focus on statistics on international trade in 
services which was vital to regional development; 
 
Recommended that National Statistical Offices (NSOs) build internal capacity for the 
compilation of international trade in services statistics; 
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Also recommended that countries move towards the implementation of the Extended 
Balance of Payments in Services (EBOPS) format for the classification of data on 
international trade in services, since this will be the new UN standard; 
 
Commended the CARICOM Secretariat for attempting to link the production of services 
to the international trade in services and the use of EBOPS and the Central Product 
Classification (CPC) in the development work being put in place; 
 
Further recommended cooperation between UNSD and the CARICOM Secretariat in 
this area of statistics; 
 
Encouraged the preparation of common guidelines, through the CARICOM 
Secretariat/CTRADECOM initiative, in respect of statistics on trade in services; 
 
Also commended the efforts of the CARICOM Secretariat as regards obtaining 
information on Trade in Services by trading partners and by Modes of Delivery; 
 
Also noted that UNSD had secured funds for a workshop on international trade in 
services statistics that would address, inter alia, concepts, definitions and database 
development and the workshops being proposed for CARICOM/ECLAC. 
 
5.4  Compilation of Statistics on Government Procurement 
 
The Meeting considered Paper SCCS/2004/29/6 entitled Government Procurement 
Frameworks in the Caribbean Community: Towards a Regional Best-Practice 
Regime for the CARICOM Single Market and Economy. 
 
The Secretariat representative informed the Meeting that the Secretariat was 
executing a Project to establish Government Procurement Frameworks in Member 
States.  This initiative should lead to the establishment of a regional best practice 
regime for the full operation of the CARICOM Single Market and Economy.  She 
explained that throughout CARICOM the public sector was a significant consumer of 
goods, services and public works.  In this connection it was stated that Government 
procurement had not yet been brought under the disciplines of the Community 
integration programme. 
 
The Secretariat representative explained that the Project, which was funded by the 
Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and CIDA, had three components.  These 
components addressed National Government Procurement Frameworks; Collection and 
Analysis of Government Procurement Statistics; and Recommendations for a Best 
Practice for Government Procurement. 
 
The Paper outlined the Rationale for the Establishment of a Regional Regime on 
Government Procurement Database System and also analysed the Project Work 
Plan. 
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With respect to the Statistics Component of the Project, it was explained that a 
Comprehensive Work Plan inclusive of Guidelines for the DCEs, the Data Collection 
Instrument and Coding Manual had been prepared.  A common report format for the 
preparation of the country and national reports had also been drafted. 
 
Preparatory activities for this component had commenced in late 2003 and the actual 
recruitment of data collection experts and Team Leaders had taken place in 2004. 
 
The Secretariat representative contended that the issue of the sustainability of the 
effort needed to be addressed based on the experience of the Project and after 
discussions with officials in Member States. 
 
In the discussion that followed, the Centre for Interdisciplinary Research and 
Development (CIRD) representative commended the CARICOM Secretariat on its 
initiative in Government Procurement, particularly since it was an area in which not 
much work had been done in terms of training.  She posited that the initiative would 
impact on projects engaged in by Governments.  In this regard, it was her view that the 
IDB, the World Bank and other such institutions, would likely be inclined to lend their 
support. 
 
The Trinidad and Tobago Central Bank (TTCB) representative observed that it was 
good that procurement was included on the Agenda.  He contended that it was 
important for statistics regarding procurement to be based on a central database 
available to all Government stakeholders.  He lauded the efforts of the CARICOM 
Secretariat in respect of the compilation of statistics on Government Procurement and 
suggested that procurement should be based on an integrated, computerised database. 
 
The recommendation was made that the “Project to establish Government Procurement 
Frameworks in Member States” should be extended to cover training in procurement. 
 
THE MEETING: 

Lauded the efforts of the CARICOM Secretariat in respect of the compilation of 
statistics on Government Procurement through the project funded jointly by the Inter-
American Development Bank (IDB) and the Canadian International Development 
Agency (CIDA); 
 
Recommended that the “Project to establish Government Procurement 
Frameworks in Member States” be extended to cover training on procurement issues; 
 
Noted that the procurement project catered for the development of an integrated, 
computerised database on Government Procurement Statistics. 
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5.5 Other Areas of Economic Statistics – Status Reports by National 
Statistical Offices 

 
Set out below are the highlights of Reports on Other Areas of Economic Statistics 
received from Barbados, The Bahamas, Belize, Guyana, Jamaica, St. Kitts and Nevis, 
Saint Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, Bermuda, 
the British Virgin Islands, and the Turks and Caicos Islands. 
 
The Bahamas 
 
That Member State had officially closed the 2003 round of Business Establishments 
Statistical Survey in New Providence. In the case of Grand Bahama Island, the survey 
would go to the end of the year, due to the recent hurricanes that had affected many 
businesses.  The Bahamas had started a plan for the development of an integrated 
Business Establishment Register, which it was anticipated, would assist in the 
compilation and dissemination of data. 
 
A census of business establishments was planned for 2006.  With respect to consumer 
prices, Consumer Price Index (CPI) data had been produced through November in New 
Providence and through August in Grand Bahama as a result of the recent hurricanes.  
There was yet to be a decision on the approach to be adopted in addressing price 
collection for September and October. 
 
The Bahamas was grateful to Trinidad and Tobago for assistance received in respect  
of the survey of business establishments.  Two members of staff were on attachment in 
Trinidad and Tobago.  Likewise, The Bahamas was grateful to the Saint Lucia CSO for 
help in the form of an attachment in October 2004, which related to the use of scanning 
technology.  These were in both cases arranged almost immediately and the officers 
upon their return had been excited about demonstrating how they would implement their 
newly acquired skills. 
 
Barbados 
 
That Member State had been using students of the University of the West Indies and 
the Barbados Community College to help with a number of initiatives, such as the 
updating of the Business Register.  This had helped improve the response rate.   
 
Another phase of the National Productivity Survey had been launched during the period 
August to November 2004. The survey covered the sectors incorporating 
Accommodation Establishments, Manufacturing Establishments, Financial Institutions 
and the Wholesale/Retail Trade. 
 
With respect to agriculture, the CSO was working with the Ministry of Agriculture to 
develop a system for collecting and compiling statistics in the area of agriculture.  In this 
regard, it was anticipated that a survey would be conducted in the next four years. 
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The CSO had fallen behind in terms of the Retail Price Index. Data was available only 
up to August 2004.  The Department was looking at ways of improving the timeliness of 
the Index, as the larger number of items now included in the Revised Index has slowed 
down the process of compilation. 
 
Belize 
 
The import Price Index portion of the National Accounts Project would be published in 
2005.  The Consumer Price Index was fourteen years old and needed to be updated. 
 
A household income and expenditure survey would be done in 2006.  As regards 
agricultural statistics, the CSO had received invitations to training workshops for Central 
America and the Caribbean.  An agricultural census would be conducted in the near 
future and the Ministry of Agriculture was expected to rely on the CSO in the conduct of 
this exercise. 
 
A social accounting matrices workshop was the most recent workshop engaged in by 
the CSO.  In the case of Belize a realistic approach would be adopted towards venturing 
into new areas, given its staff constraints.  In this regard, the CSO would work closely 
with its partners. 
 
Guyana 
 
As regards the CPI, the urban CPI was well organised.  There had been challenges with 
the rural CPI given the immense size of Guyana.  The Bureau of Statistics would be 
ready to produce an all Guyana report in 2005.  It was anticipated that a household 
budget/commodity topic survey would be conducted in 2005.  The questionnaire for this 
survey would include some of the questions of the 2002 survey. 
 
With respect to labour force statistics, the Bureau of Statistics was represented on the 
Labour Force Committee and had made considerable inputs in that committee. 
 
Jamaica 
 
There had been problems with the employment and earnings report for 2004 as a result 
of underreporting.  With respect to the business register, all means necessary were 
being used to have this updated. 
 
The industrial classification was 75–80 per cent complete.  This had had to be put on 
hold due to work on the CLIMIS Project.  The Household Expenditure Survey would be 
done and there was a plan to update the CPI base.  Recent storm activity had affected 
consumer spending.  A consumer spending survey would be done in 2005 to assess 
whether the situation would have returned to normalcy.  As part of the thrust to 
modernise the CSO, an ICT policy was being adopted, including the adoption of an 
integrated database. 
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St. Kitts and Nevis 
 
There would be a CPI survey in 2005 since the 2000 CPI is what was in use.  The 2005 
exercise would form part of the OECS labour force survey.  The processing of tourism 
data for 2004 began in April.  It should however be noted that the information for the half 
year 2002/2003 remained to be processed. 
 
Saint Lucia 
 
The CSO had continued with the quarterly import and export publications.  The 
department was in the process of implementing a new basket for household business 
surveys in 2005.  Training in the development of productivity indicators afforded the 
department opportunities in terms of new dimension to the use of national accounts and 
Labour Force statistics, which can provide insights into the operation of the economy of 
Saint Lucia. 
 
Some work had been done with the National Insurance Scheme to develop a National 
Business Register.  During 2004, work continued on the survey of earnings, 
employment and hours of work.  This would lead to the development of a wage index. 
 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
 
On 29 November, in conjunction with CARTAC, a two-week project would commence 
on import/export price indices. 
 
CPI was done on a monthly basis in St. Vincent and the Grenadines.  The most recent 
one was done for the month of October 2004. 
 
A half-yearly review was done in July 2004.  The annual review would be done at the 
end of 2004. 
 
Suriname 
 
Non-responses had been negatively affecting the compilation and publication of 
Enterprises Statistics.  This matter would be addressed in 2005 when, failing all else, 
the “big stick” approach would be employed. 
 
With respect to the CPI, data up to June 2003 had been collected, compiled and 
disseminated.  There was resumption with data for March 2004 and data was 
disseminated up to October 2004.  Data was collected for July 2003 but this had not 
been keyed in.  CPI data for the period March-October 2004 was ready.  Suriname had 
joined the GDDS in June 2004.  It had been possible, due to an incredible effort on the 
part of the Bureau of Statistics, the Central Bank and the Ministry of Finance were able 
to compile the data for June 2004. 
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Trinidad and Tobago 
 
The Annual Sample Survey of Establishments (ASSE) General Form questionnaire had 
been revised to reflect International Accounting Standards.  This was available on the 
CSO web site.  The Index of Retail Prices had been compiled on a monthly basis for the 
period September 2003 to August 2004 and dispatched to the Government Printers for 
publication in the Trinidad and Tobago Gazette. The last published Index of Retail 
Prices related to the month of August 2004. 
 
Trinidad and Tobago was working on improving the timeliness of data in keeping with 
the requirements of the IMF’s General Data Dissemination Standards (GDDS).  A 
revision policy was being developed for GDDS. 
 
Bermuda 
 
In the context of the Economic Statistics Work Programme, the economic activity survey 
proceeds smoothly each year, with 1500 businesses being surveyed.  There were 1400 
follow-up calls for the 2004 survey using university students on their summer break. 
 
Lunch and learn sessions had been held with small business stakeholders and this had 
proven to be a good strategy for increasing the response rate, since they provided the 
opportunity to sensitise respondents on the correct way to complete employment survey 
forms.  For larger business establishments, the approach of holding Round Table 
discussions was adopted. 
 
The 2004 Household income and expenditure Survey had been launched in May.  The 
weights for the CPI basket were to be updated and information would be shared with 
interested Member States. 
 
British Virgin Islands 
 
For the British Virgin Islands, 1995 was the base year for the CPI.  In 2005 there would 
be a household budget survey aimed at revising the base of the CPI. 
 
Turks and Caicos Islands 
 
In respect of tourism statistics, a survey of departing visitors was done in 2002 and the 
latest had been done in June 2004. 
 
Due to staffing constraints, only biennial surveys could be done.  The base for 
Government financial statistics was updated during the financial year 2003/2004. 
 
Arising out of the discussion under this Agenda Item was clarification that, where they 
were used, University students were sworn to secrecy in order to address concerns 
regarding confidentiality. 
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It was revealed that Barbados had developed a multimedia presentation showcasing the 
Department of Statistics and the work that it was engaged in. 
 
The UNSD representative made the point that it was important to develop the Business 
Register and maintain it with a view to ensuring accurate data.  He explained that the 
UNSD would be contacting Member States in respect of a new statistics programme 
“Development of Distributive Trade Statistics” that the UNSD was planning to launch.  
He indicated that Member States would be advised of UNDP’s plans including, the 
development of a guidance manual. 
 
It was recommended that Member States continue to focus on the improvement of 
business registers. 
 
There was general acceptance of a recommendation that Member States adopt and 
implement the concept of “CARICOM Statistics Week”.  In this regard, it was recognised 
that the period leading up to the Paris 21 High-Level Meeting would provide Member 
States with an opportunity to observe this week. 
 
The view was expressed that it was important to educate and sensitise business 
establishments and other stakeholders so that they could become aware of the reasons 
why the statistical authorities require and request the data being requested of them. 
 
It was clarified that the demographic values used in the employment and earnings 
surveys related to wages, salaries, hours of work, overtime, and vacancies.  It was 
pointed out that this information was published by industry. 
 
It was opined that in respect of business surveys, whereas the traditional methods were 
appropriate, there were some countries where difficulties should be anticipated when 
dealing with micro-enterprises and certain types of surveys as the samples involved 
were non-traditional. 
 
The Meeting lauded the assistance provided by Saint Lucia and Trinidad and Tobago to 
The Bahamas in the form of attachments treating with the use of scanning technology 
and business establishment surveys, respectively. 
 
THE MEETING: 
 
Noted the status reports on other areas of economic statistics presented by the 
National Statistical Offices (NSOs) of Member States; 
 
Took cognisance of the “lunch and learn” and round table approach used by Bermuda, 
which had contributed to improved responses to surveys; 
 
Recommended that Member States continue to focus on the improvement of business 
registers; 
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Endorsed the recommendation that Member States adopt and implement the concept 
of “CARICOM Statistics Week”; 
 
Also noted and lauded the assistance provided by Saint Lucia and Trinidad and 
Tobago to The Bahamas in the form of attachments treating with the use of scanning 
technology and business establishment surveys, respectively.  
 
5.6  International Comparison of Prices (ICP) in the Caribbean 
 
Presented for the consideration of the Meeting, was Paper SCCS/2004/29/42 entitled 
International Comparison Programme for the Caribbean Region – ICP 2005 
(Millennium Round). 
 
The paper outlined the background to the International Comparison of Prices (ICP).  It 
was revealed that the ICP was a global statistical programme established in 1968 to 
compare GDP and its components using PPPs rather than exchange rates.  The point 
was made that the ICP was an integral part of national statistical work in Europe and 
CIS countries.  It was explained that although progress had been made in the coverage 
of developing countries, the quality of the data had suffered due to lack of funding. 
 
The paper examined the benefits of using PPP as against exchange rates when price 
comparisons are being made.  It analysed the use of PPP data by the Private Sector, 
the Public Sector and International Organisations.  It highlighted, inter alia, the 
usefulness of ICP in providing a comprehensive and integrated platform for statistical 
capacity building at the national and regional levels. 
 
The paper drew attention to the fact that there had been an independent evaluation of 
the ICP was conducted in 1999 based on which it had been concluded that the quality 
of PPP data had been found wanting.  As a consequence, a new strategic framework 
had been developed to enhance the credibility of the programme.  The UNSC had 
endorsed the strategic framework in 2002 and supported moving ahead with the 
launching of a new round of surveys. 
 
It was indicated that the Millennium Round of surveys would involve 113 countries plus 
participation by 45 ECP members.  This round of surveys was expected to feature a 
New Governance Arrangement, where implementation would be guided by an 
Executive Board and a Technical Advisory Group would help to resolve technical and 
methodological issues.  There would also be broad a partnership and cost-sharing 
involving the IMF, WHO, ILO, UNESCO, UNSD, UNDP, ADB, AfDB, ESCWA, ECLAC, 
CARICOM, OECD, Eurostat, Stat Canada, DFID, ABS, and ONS. 
 
The paper discussed the organisation of ICP, the Governance Arrangement linked to 
the ICP, including the Regional Governing Bodies, Regional Secretariats, and National 
Implementing Agencies. 
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Attention was drawn to new developments in respect of the ICP including the 
International Coding System which had been established to develop region specific and 
globally consistent Structured Product Descriptions (SPDs); an integrated ICP/CPI 
software for survey administration, data collection, verification and processing that 
worked in 6 languages; and the ICP Handbook and Operational Manual, which provided 
step-by-step guidelines for data collection, verification, processing and overall program 
implementation.  In addition, the Ring Comparison Method had been introduced to 
address a long-standing problem with the previous linking method based on bridge 
countries. 
 
It was recognised that funding was a problem, and in the case of the Caribbean Region 
the proposal was to pursue a Cost-sharing arrangement to bring the Caribbean Region 
into the ICP fold.  Under this arrangement, the Global Office would, inter alia, coordinate 
the global programme and cover the cost of global meetings, and CARICOM would 
cover the costs of regional meetings and workshops.  NSOs would be expected to cover 
the cost of data collection activities. 
 
The challenges identified in relation to the ICP from a Caribbean perspective included –  
 
(i) mobilising resources at the Regional Level;  
 
(ii) determining the level of participation; and, 
 
 (iii) catching up with the rest of the Regions. 
 
In the discussion that followed, there was strong support expressed for the conduct and 
implementation of the ICP Programme in the Region.  In this connection, the CARICOM 
Secretariat was requested to prepare a strategic paper for implementation of the ICP in 
the Region. 
 
In respect of funding for the ICP in the Region, it was reported that USAID supported 
open trade for competitiveness.  In this regard, funds in the Region of US$62.5 million 
were available for a five-year period starting in 2004 to cover programmes under which 
trade was emphasised.  These funds were available not only to the CARICOM 
Secretariat but also to Governments, other regional organisations, and the private 
sector. 
 
THE MEETING: 

Commended the World Bank on the excellent presentation made on the International 
Comparison of Prices (ICP) in the Caribbean and the Millennium Round (ICP 2005); 
 
Strongly supported the conduct of the ICP Programme in the Region; 
 
Endorsed the implementation of the ICP in the Region; 
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Requested the CARICOM Secretariat to prepare a strategic paper for implementation 
of the ICP in the Region. 
 
5.7 Statistical Capacity Building: Update on the Ninth EDF to Strengthen 

Economic Statistics 
 
Presented for the consideration of the Meeting, was Paper SCCS/2004/29/17 entitled 
CARIFORUM Institutional Support and Statistical Capacity Building. 
 
The paper outlined proposals for a project to be funded by the European Development 
Fund in the Framework of the Ninth Caribbean Regional Indicative Programme.  It was 
indicated that the project targeted all Member States of the Caribbean Community as 
well as Cuba and the Dominican Republic. 
 
The overall objective of the project was identified as being to contribute to the 
establishment and the proper functioning of the CARICOM Single Market and Economy 
(CSME) by providing CARIFORUM decision-makers with quality information to monitor 
and to guide progress in the establishment and strengthening of the CSME. 
 
The Paper highlighted a number of challenges at both the regional and national levels.  
The challenges at the regional level related to the urgent need for statistical indicators 
supporting regional integration.  At the national/country level, the challenges related to - 
 
(i) deficient statistical systems - large differences in the Region; 
 
(ii) underdeveloped systematic statistical programming; 
 
(iii) improvements underway but results too slowly; 
 
(iv) insufficient implementation of ICT for production/dissemination; 
 
(v) understaffing of statistical organisations and large out-flux; 
 
(vi) low financial budgets for statistical systems; and, 
 
(vii) large differences in size of statistical organisations. 
 
These challenges, viewed together, gave rise to the additional challenges of limited 
possibilities to provide adequate support to individual countries; and limited possibilities 
for the individual countries to participate in regional cooperation.  There would also be 
insufficient upload of indicators on the part of individual countries. 
 
The paper discussed the project components including the Organisational and 
Technical Infrastructure and the Harmonised Concepts/Methodologies which covered 
nine CARIFORUM Economic Statistics Action Plans (CESAPs).  Other project 
components related to Complementary Training and Complementary Sensitisation. 
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Member States were invited to consider the proposals and send their comments on it to 
the Consultant, Maarten Boon, before 30 November 2004.  The Secretariat 
representative made the point that it was important to have the project implemented as 
a stand-alone project so as to ensure that it advanced at a rapid pace. 
 
It was explained that it was the expectation that the British Overseas Territories and the 
French Overseas Departments were expected to be co-opted into the initiative.  The 
Secretariat representative indicated that it would be possible for Member States to be 
provided with copies of the full feasibility study with all its Annexes. 
 
THE MEETING: 
 
Recommended that Member States should commend the World Bank on the excellent 
presentation made on the International Comparison of Prices (ICP) in the Caribbean 
and the Millennium Round (ICP 2005); 
 
Strongly supported the conduct of the ICP Programme in the Region; 
 
Endorsed the implementation of the ICP in the Region; 
 
Requested the CARICOM Secretariat to prepare a strategic paper for implementation 
of the ICP in the Region. 
 
6.   SOCIAL/GENDER STATISTICS: 
 
6.1  The CARICOM Programme in Social/Gender Component 
 
6.1.1 The CARICOM Programme on Strengthening Capacity in the 

Compilation of Social/Gender and Environment Statistics and 
Indicators in the CARICOM Region: 

 
6.1.1.1 Progress Report on Fourth and Fifth Advisory Group Meetings – 

Development of the Social/Gender Component 
 
Tabled for the consideration of the Meeting, was Paper SCCS/2004/29/18 entitled 
Reports on the Fourth and Fifth Meetings of the CARICOM Advisory Group on 
Strengthening Capacity in the Compilation of Social/Gender and Environment 
Statistics in the CARICOM Region. 
 
The presenter informed the Meeting that the Fourth Meeting of the CARICOM Advisory 
Group on Strengthening Capacity in the Compilation of Social/Gender and Environment 
Statistics in the CARICOM Region, had been held in San Ignacio, Belize on 7-11 June 
2004. 
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In attendance at that Meeting were the Heads of the National Statistical Offices of The 
Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Jamaica, Saint Lucia, and Suriname, as well as, 
representatives of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the United 
Nations Statistical Division (UNSD) and the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) 
Secretariat and Consultant to the CARICOM Statistics Department. 
 
Issues addressed by the Fourth Meeting of the CARICOM Advisory Group related to – 
 
(i) the establishment of Social Indicators and Millennium Development Goals 

(SIMDG) Committees; 
 
(ii) data Compilation – the status of the data compilation exercise for the CARICOM 

Programme; 
 
(iii) additions to the List of Indicators suggested by Member States; 
 
(iv) preparation of a Regional Publication – Social/Gender; 
 
(v) preparation of Technical Manuals and Guides – content and format; 
 
(vi) a Training Strategy including the different modes of training which had been 

identified to accelerate capacity building among key staff members; and, 
 
(vii) a Data Dissemination Strategy. 
 
The Fourth Meeting of the CARICOM Advisory Group also received a Report on the 
First Workshop on Harmonisation of Concepts and Definitions used in the CARICOM 
Region in the area of Social Gender/Statistics, which was held in Grenada in August 
2003.  The Meeting also discussed Collaboration with Donors and other Organisations - 
Social/Gender Component. 
 
With respect to the Fifth Meeting of the CARICOM Advisory Group on Strengthening 
Capacity in the Compilation of Social/Gender and Environment Statistics in the 
CARICOM Region, it was reported that an update had been received on the 
Environmental Statistics Component of the CARICOM Programme.  At that Meeting, 
Member States made a number of suggestions for the reactivation of the SIMDG 
Committees in Member States. 
 
The Fifth Meeting of the CARICOM Advisory Group also received progress reports in 
respect of Data Compilation; the Preparation of a Regional Publication; and the 
Preparation of Technical Manuals and Guides.  Also presented at the Fifth Meeting was 
the Proposed Schedule of Activities on the Social/Gender Component – October 2004 
to March 2005.  Included among these activities were Attachments and Exchange 
Visits, and the development of websites.  Limited funding was available for all of the 
aforementioned activities. 
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During the discussion that ensued, The Bahamas representative recalled the 
assignment of a statistician within the Census Office to assist with, inter alia, the 
updating and submission of the data set and working on producing the MDG Country 
Report.  The statistician was also intended to assess the positions of other agencies 
responsible for providing statistical data to the data set and assessing the resources 
needed.  It was anticipated that these tasks would have been executed by 31 January 
2005 and, in this regard, help was being sought from UNDP. 
 
The Meeting expressed appreciation to the UNDP for stimulating the work on the 
Social/Gender Statistics Programme in the Region.  The Meeting also expressed 
appreciation to the UNDP, UNFPA, USAID and the other organisations that had 
contributed to the advancement of the Social/Gender Statistics Programme in the 
Region. 
 
The UNSD representative informed the Meeting that additional copies of the 
Publication in Social/Gender “Women and Men in the Caribbean Community: Fact and 
Figures, 1980-2001”, were available and the UNSD was willing to assist with 
distribution.  He also made the point that, notwithstanding a drying up of resources, 
UNSD remained committed to the CARICOM Secretariat in terms of social and 
demographic statistics. 
 
THE MEETING: 
 
Received the Reports on the Fourth and Fifth CARICOM Advisory Group Meetings on 
Strengthening Capacity in the Compilation of Social/Gender and Environment Statistics 
in the CARICOM Region; 
 
Expressed appreciation to the UNSD for stimulating the work on the Social/Gender 
Statistics Programme in the Region; 
 
Also expressed appreciation to the UNDP, UNFPA, the World Bank, UNICEF and the 
other organisations that had contributed to the advancement of the Social/Gender 
Statistics Programme in the Region; 
 
Noted that additional copies of the Publication on Social/Gender, “Women and Men in 
the Caribbean Community: Fact and Figures, 1980-2001” were available and that 
the UNSD was willing to assist with distribution. 
 
6.1.1.2 Gaps and Deficiencies in Social Statistics: Efforts to address these 

concerns 
 
The Meeting had for consideration Paper SCCS/2004/29/9 entitled Initiatives to 
Address Gaps in Social Statistics in the Region. 
 
The Secretariat representative made the point that for a very long time, the production of 
Social Statistics of an acceptable standard in the Region had been neglected.  He 
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suggested that the various international conferences held under the auspices of the United 
Nations (UN) in the 1990’s had called on Member States to make serious efforts to collect, 
compile and disseminate social statistics in order to monitor the commitments made at 
these fora.  This call at the global level had been, in recognition, that of a clear deficiency in 
statistics.  As a result of the little attention paid to remedy this situation, gaps and 
deficiencies continue to widen in the countries’ statistical infrastructure, particularly in the 
area of Social Statistics. 
 
The point was made that the strategy adopted by the CARICOM Secretariat to address 
this situation was to maximise collaboration and cooperation among the various 
producing agencies and stakeholders such as users at the national level.  In this regard, 
CARICOM had assisted Member States in establishing committees aptly labelled Social 
Indicators and Millennium Development Goals (SIMDG) Committees. 
 
It was explained that the strategy involved the participation of all members of the 
SIMDG Committees in all activities geared to develop statistical capacities.  Some of 
these training activities include in-country training of SIMDG members, study tours and 
attachments, regional workshops and on-the-job training in the actual compilation of the 
core indicators of the programme. 
 
The presenter analysed Existing Gaps and Deficiencies and discussed the need for 
more effective collaboration and coordination.  He explained that the CARICOM 
response had been promising but there was urgent need for most Member States to 
accept the SIMDG strategy.  In addition, Member States like Belize, Suriname and 
Bermuda had demonstrated that the team work approach was more effective than the 
traditional approach where every entity operated in isolation and in the absence of 
coordination and harmonisation.  Against this background, it was expected that tangible 
steps would be taken by the National Statistical Offices and the relevant social sector 
agencies to work together as teams in the production of Social statistics and indicators. 
 
The presenter highlighted some general concerns relating to the Gaps and Deficiencies 
in the Actual Data.  These were linked to – 
 
(i) timeliness in the production of Social statistics, even among the few Member 

States that had been producing some of the data; 
 
(ii) the need to harmonise concepts, definitions and methodologies; and 
 
(iii) the urgent need to assess the quality of the statistics that were being generated. 
 
Some specific concerns relating to Gaps and Deficiencies in the Actual Data were also 
identified and these related to, inter alia– 
 
(i) crime statistics, which were viewed as the most neglected of all the various 

areas; 
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(ii) the lack of up-to-date and reliable statistics on Poverty in several Member States; 
 
(iii) the fact that key social statistics and indicators continued to be lacking in other 

areas such as Domestic Violence, Child Abuse, Child Labour, Family Health and 
Family Planning; and 

 
(iv) the absence of data on HIV/AIDS including the profiles of these persons able to 

assist in intervention and in the arresting of the spread. 
 
During the discussion, Member States commended the CARICOM Secretariat on its 
Initiatives to Address Gaps and Deficiencies in Social Statistics in the Region.  The view 
was expressed that the experience in forming SIMDG Committees had sparked greater 
collaboration with stakeholders and had brought to the fore many existing gaps. 
 
Member States identified some of the strategies that they hoped to use to address the 
existing gaps and deficiencies linked to the release of data in their jurisdictions.  In the 
area of Crime Statistics these included the release of preliminary data and the release 
of data according to sex. 
 
The UNFPA representative shared with the Meeting some of the initiatives being 
undertaken by that organisation that were of benefit to the Region.  It was explained that 
for the UNFPA, the focus was on the 10-Year Review of the Barbados Plan of Action, 
including Sexual and Reproductive Health, and Population and Development.  It was 
explained that a project was being implemented to examine HIV/AIDS among youth at 
risk.  It was anticipated that this project would afford Member States the capacity to 
document and fill data gaps in respect of HIV/AIDS and also sensitise parliamentarians. 
 
It was explained that the project was expected to give rise to UNFPA publications in the 
area of Population and Development.  The UNFPA representative also made 
reference to other UNFPA initiatives including Social Policy Valuation Projects 
addressing the harmonisation of social policy indicators.  Mention was made of an 
External Advisory Committee on Child Labour, which was developing ways to define 
and measure child labour. 
 
Concerns were expressed regarding the information systems to be used for the MDGs.  
It was suggested that there was need to be cautious with DEVINFO software as there 
were quality control issues linked to the information generated.  The UNFPA 
representative advised the Meeting that the UNFPA remained committed to supporting 
census activities in CARICOM and also to providing training in the Region. 
 
The Secretariat representative acknowledged that there were problems with 
DEVINFO software and clarified that it was not yet in use in the Region, although the 
staff of the CARICOM Secretariat were trained in the use of DEVINFO.  The 
Secretariat representative explained that the National Assessment Teams were a part 
of the SIMDG Committees although they would not have been specifically targeted. 
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The CDB representative sought clarification regarding whether the users of data had in 
fact been using the data.  It was suggested that beyond the sensitisation of the 
producers of the data, it was necessary to advise the users of the reasons why the data 
was being produced and how they could be used by policy makers.  The view was 
expressed that there was need to ensure that the data being produced was in fact used.  
The point was made that there was a thrust to ensure that persons were sensitised 
regarding the SIMDGs.  Data dissemination workshops would also be encouraged at 
the national level, involving exchanges between users and producers. 
 
Member States were urged to take action to sustain the process of coordinating social 
statistics through paying critical attention to the operating of the SIMDG Committees. 
 
THE MEETING: 

Commended the CARICOM Secretariat on its Initiatives to Address Gaps and 
Deficiencies in Social Statistics in the Region; 
 
Noted the Work Programme of the UNFPA in the area of Social/Gender Statistics 
including the sensitisation of authorities to, inter alia, data on HIV/AIDS, harmonisation 
of data, and the measurement of child labour; 
 
Also noted the support of UNFPA for CARICOM’s initiative and for census-related 
activities in the Region; 
 
Urged Member States to take action to sustain the process of coordinating social 
statistics through paying critical attention to the activation and operation of the Social 
Indicators and Millennium Development Goals (SIMDG) Committees. 
 
6.1.2 Status Report – National Statistical Offices – General Progress of 

Work Social Statistics and the Compilation and Submission of 
Core/MDG Statistics and Indicators and the Operations of the SIMDG 

 
The Meeting received Status Reports from National Statistical Offices on the General 
Progress of Work in Social Statistics and the Compilation and Submission of Core/MDG 
Statistics and Indicators and the Operations of the SIMDGs.  The main highlights of 
these Reports are set out below. 
 
The Bahamas 
 
In that Member State there existed a problem in with rural/urban literacy measurements.  
The point was made that some of the definitions used by international organisations did 
not apply to small states like those in the Region. 
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Barbados 
 
In Barbados efforts were ongoing in terms of Social Statistics and the Compilation and 
Submission of Core/MDG Statistics and Indicators and the Operations of the SIMDGs.  
During the period April-June 2004 there had been an economic analysis of the labour 
market behaviour.  A seminar on Social and Development Statistics had been held for 
various stakeholders and there were plans to do some work in the area of income 
distribution. 
 
The CSO planned to continue with the preparation of the Vital Statistics publication.  A 
proposal for the establishment of a Social Statistics Section to coordinate the collection 
and compilation of social statistics and Indicators, as well as, the harmonisation of 
statistics sections across Ministries had been tabled. 
 
The SIMDG Committee had been established and there remained much work to be 
done in the areas of Education and Heath statistics. 
 
Belize 
 
That Member State had compiled data up to 2003 and these would be included in the 
country’s MDG Report.  Due to consultancy funding constraints, the MDG Report, 
however, will not be available until 2005. 
 
Grenada 
 
A good start had been made in terms of the establishment of SIMDG Committee.  With 
assistance from the CARICOM Secretariat, the Committee had been appointed by 
Cabinet under the chairmanship of the Chief Statistician.  Only two meetings had been 
held and there had been a three-month lapse in terms of the last meeting of the 
Committee.  There were plans to revitalise the Committee.  The areas of Education and 
Health had been posing problems, given the CSO’s lack of capacity.  In this regard, the 
Ministries of Education and Health were both working on a publication. 
 
The CSO was plagued by administrative problems, which it hoped to overcome.  A 
Social Indicators Committee was not in place but it was the expectation that the MDG 
Committee would fill the void. 
 
Jamaica 
 
A number of initiatives were taking place simultaneously in Jamaica. A Planning and 
Statistics Institute had been established.  In terms of Social Statistics, most of the data 
was available across Ministries/agencies.  There were, however, in terms of 
coordination and quality control.  There was need for coordination of statistics in 
Jamaica and also the establishment of a coordinating mechanism for the national 
statistical programme. 
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With the assistance of the UNDP, the first draft of the MDG Report had been prepared.   
There were some issues to be resolved in terms of definitions.  In respect of vital 
statistics, Cabinet had approved a commission with a life of three years.  It was the 
expectation that by the end of the three years many of the prevailing issues would have 
been resolved.  The CSO would make every effort to ensure that all the relevant 
information and data was made available. 
 
St. Kitts and Nevis 
 
The Member State was still working on filling existing data gaps.  Work had been done 
in most sectors but none had been completed due to a number of factors, including the 
non-receipt of and inconsistent data. 
 
Most of the data were widely scattered across several Ministries and Government 
Agencies.  The Statistics Office has been variously staffed as the need arises.  As a 
consequence it had not been able to focus on Compilation and Submission of 
Core/MDG Statistics and Indicators. 
 
Saint Lucia 
 
That Member State continued to produce reports focussing on the social condition of 
the country.  These included the Vital Statistics, the Education Statistics Digest, and the 
Annual Statistics Digest.  Apart from formatting there were no problems experienced in 
terms of the submission of indicators.  In 2005 a Survey of Living Conditions would be 
conducted in collaboration with the UNDP. 
 
The SIMDG Committee had been established and the Ministry would focus on ensuring 
that the indicators were produced and made available.  The CSO worked closely with 
the police and encouraged them to present the data in a friendly format.  A CSO 
member of staff was on attachment with the Ministry of Health.  The CSO would 
continue in its efforts to ensure that information was collected and sent to the CARICOM 
Secretariat.  It would expect to receive feed back from the Secretariat on the information 
submitted. 
 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
 
Nearly all the data requested had been submitted.  Data on crime would be submitted in 
due course.  Data on Poverty was outdated and it was expected that this would be 
updated with the assistance of the UNDP.  The SIMDG Committee that had been 
established would be reactivated. 
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Trinidad and Tobago 
 
That Member State was working towards achieving MDGs.  The Second Draft the 
Trinidad and Tobago MDG Report would be discussed at a Stakeholders Meeting 
during the week of 29 November 2004 in order to be finalised before the end of 2004. 
 
There did not exist an SIMDG Committee per se in Trinidad and Tobago but the MDGs 
would be realised once the Government’s “Vision 20” were achieved. 
 
Bermuda 
 
The CSO Work Programme was being enhanced by the production of data for SIMDG 
and a report on this would be tabled under Agenda Item 6.1.3. 
 
The British Virgin Islands 
 
The CARICOM Secretariat had visited the BVI and social statistics indicators had 
already been compiled for the territory.  The list of indicators being used by the BVI was 
not nearly as long as that of the Secretariat.  In this regard, the BVI required assistance 
from the Secretariat in compiling some of the social statistics on its list. 
 
The Turks and Caicos Islands 
 
That Territory had not been able to form a SIMDG Committee since there was no head 
of statistics.  The Legislative Council had, however, approved the membership and 
formation of the Committee.  Progress had been made in gathering data in some areas, 
including Education and Health.  There had been problems experienced in getting 
information in some areas such as Crime, Poverty, and HIV/AIDS.  The last Poverty 
Report was done in 1999 and the data need to be updated.  The CSO needed 
assistance in order to do this. 
 
In terms of reliability, validity and accuracy, a report had been produced which was 
called “Social Indicators 2003 Trends and Statistics”. 
 
The question of use of data by policy-makers needed to be addressed.  The Vital 
Statistics database contained information on births, deaths, marriages and divorces for 
the years 1970, 1980, and from 1990 to 2003.  A gender profile for the Turks and 
Caicos Islands metadata covering social and gender statistics was being developed. 
 
During the discussion that followed, the Meeting congratulated the Turks and Caicos 
Islands on the work that had been taking place in that territory.  Reference was made to 
a CDB/DFID project that had helped in the development of the statistics programme in 
the Turks and Caicos Islands and had placed it on a sound path.  The Meeting 
expressed gratitude to the CDB and DFID for assisting the development of statistics in 
the Turks and Caicos Islands. 
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The NSOs in Member States were encouraged to take ownership of the CARICOM 
Programme.  They were also encouraged to submit their Millennium Development 
Goals reports to the Secretariat. 
 
THE MEETING: 

Noted the progress reports on social statistics presented by the National Statistical 
Offices (NSOs) of Member States; 
 
Lauded the work being done in the Turks and Caicos Islands in the area of Social 
Statistics and the contribution of the former Consultant, Mr. Dave Clement of the Central 
Statistical Office, Trinidad and Tobago; 
 
Commended the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) and the United Kingdom 
Department for International Development (DFID) for assisting the development of 
statistics in the Turks and Caicos Islands; 
 
Encouraged the National Statistical Offices in Member States to – 
 
(i) take ownership of the CARICOM Programme;  
 
(ii) submit the required core statistics and indicators, including those pertaining to 

the Millennium Development Goals, to the Secretariat. 
 
6.1.3 The Functioning of the Social Indicators Committee in Member 

States with particular reference to the Approaches of Belize, 
Suriname and Bermuda 

 
Tabled for the consideration of the Meeting, were Papers SCCS 2004/29/21 and 
SCCS/2004/29/37 entitled Coordinating Social Statistics In Suriname (A Bird's Eye 
View) and Establishment of Bermuda's SIMDG Committee, respectively.  The 
Meeting also received a report on the Social Indicators Committee in Belize. 
 
The Belize representative reported that the Belize SIMDG Committee had arisen out 
of concern over weakness in the area of social statistics.  It was explained that statistics 
compiled by other agencies were not subjected to the same rigorous scrutiny as 
statistics compiled by the National Statistical Office.  In order to enhance the 
effectiveness of the SIMDG Committee, it had been placed under the National Human 
Development Advisory Committee.  The CSO in the Ministry of Human Development, 
chaired this Committee.  The task of compiling indicators for 2003 had been completed 
and this included those indicators that were specific to the MDGs. 
 
The Belize representative praised the UNICEF for all its support.  He indicated that all 
users of data had been given computers and were expected to receive DEVINFO 
software and training. 
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The Bermuda representative drew the attention of the Meeting to Bermuda’s 
participation in a stakeholders’ meeting in May 2004.  The attention of the Meeting was 
drawn to a number of concerns raised at the stakeholders’ meeting, arising out of a joint 
presentation by Dr. Philomen Harrison (Programme Manager) and Mr. Sylvan Roberts 
(Senior Project Officer – Statistics) of the CARICOM Secretariat on social/gender 
statistics and indicators.  These related, inter alia, to – 
 
(i) timeliness of data;  
 
(ii) relevancy of data to Bermuda;  
 
(iii) analysis of data; Accessibility of data;  
 
(iv) inclusion of environmental statistics;  and, 
 
(v) political/domestic influence. 
 
The Bermuda representative informed the Meeting that in July 2004 the Bermuda 
Cabinet had approved the participation of Bermuda in the UNSD and CARICOM 
statistical initiative to strengthen capacities in the areas of social/gender statistics.  It 
was also stated that Bermuda had embarked on an adult life-skills and literacy survey in 
2003 and the results were expected to be released in due course. 
 
In the ensuing discussion, the Meeting commended the Member States on their 
presentations.  Particular mention was made of Bermuda which had only convened its 
first SIMDG meeting in May 2004 and had since made great progress.  It was revealed 
that Bermuda had maintained close contact with the Secretariat in respect of all the 
problems experienced by that territory, to its benefit.  Other Member States were 
encouraged to follow suit in terms of maintaining contact with the Secretariat as well as, 
the approaches that Bermuda, Belize and Suriname had adopted towards the 
functioning of the Social Indicators Committee. 
 
The Bermuda representative indicated that the CSO was in discussion with the 
Ministry of Education regarding home schooling/tutorial sites in order to get an 
appreciation of the facts behind the data and avoid making assumptions. 
 
THE MEETING: 

Noted the presentations by Belize, Bermuda and Suriname, respectively, with respect 
to the functioning of the Social Indicators and Millennium Development Goals (SIMDG) 
Committee in these Member States; 
 
Commended Belize, Bermuda and Suriname for their presentations on the functioning 
of the Social Indicators and Millennium Development Goals (SIMDG) Committees; 
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Lauded Bermuda, in particular, for the significant progress it had made despite being 
the last Member State to establish a SIMDG Committee in May 2004; 
 
Also lauded UNICEF and UNDP for their support for the development of statistics in 
Belize; 
 
Encouraged countries to take steps to strengthen the capacity of the statistical system 
through coordination; 
 
Also noted that the Suriname presentation (circulated under cover of Paper 
SCCS/2004/29/2 entitled Coordinating Social Statistics in Suriname) contained 
useful information and approaches to be studied and emulated by other Member States. 
 
6.2  Other Regional and International Initiatives in Social Statistics 
 
6.2.1  Funding Required to Sustain the Process of Capacity Building in the 

CARICOM Region – Outline of Unmet Needs 
 
The Meeting had for consideration Paper SCCS/2004/29/7 entitled Documentation of 
Unmet Needs Assistance Required to Support the Development of Social/Gender 
and Environment Statistics. 
 
The Secretariat representative made the point that establishment of the CARICOM 
Single Market and Economy (CSME) and the Caribbean Court of Justice (CCJ) would 
have tremendous implications for the demand for timely, reliable and relevant statistics 
to guide the establishment phase, to facilitate the operation of both institutions as well 
as to monitor the effect of the provisions and the decisions.  It was suggested that the 
national statistical systems required urgent financial support to strengthen capacity to 
produce on a sustainable basis, a wide range of statistical information. 
 
In an effort to sustain the process of developing Social and Environment Statistics, the 
CARICOM Secretariat Statistics Sub-Programme had documented what it perceived to 
be unmet needs that require funding in these areas.  The Secretariat representative 
highlighted some activities in the area of social, as well as environmental statistics, for 
which financial resources were requested for implementation. 
 
In pursuance of the need to establish the Social Statistics framework and to strengthen 
capacity on a sustained basis, inter alia, the following priority areas for funding were 
highlighted and summarised –  
 
(i) the CARICOM Programme in Social and Environmental Statistics;  

 
(ii) Building Census Capacity;  
 
(iii) Inter-Censal Household Surveys;  
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(iv) Regional Technical Working Groups; and, 
 
(v) Technical Assistance in Environmental Statistics. 
 

Statistics on International Migration and the Free Movement of Persons was another 
priority area that was highlighted, as well as, the Implementation of Methodologies to 
Integrate Social, Economic and Environmental Statistics. 
 
In the ensuing discussion, it was recognised that the Region had received substantial 
support from UNSD, UNDP, UNFPA, and the World Bank in its efforts at sustaining the 
process of capacity building. 
 
It was recognised that there was need for technical assistance in a number of areas 
including training in sampling; and assistance in terms of reviewing data for consistency 
and quality assurance. 
 
Some areas were identified for specific attention and these included –  
 
(i) sample surveys, in particular, estimates for non-responses;  

 
(ii) information technology and the importance of taking advantage of available 

databases, particularly those of other organisations, for analytical purposes and 
also for dissemination;  

 
(iii) capacity building in respect of the management of statistical offices, project 

management;  
 

(iv) negotiation skills; and, 
 

(v) conflict management. 
 
It emerged that there were funding requirements in Member States for – 
 
(i) the harmonisation of statistics from various national-level sources; 
 
(ii) strengthening information communication technology capabilities; and, 
 
(iii) sensitisation in the use of statistical data. 
 
The need for Building Census Capacity was recognised in the areas of GIS mapping; 
information technology; analysis and research; the strengthening of capabilities of 
countries to conduct surveys to provide social statistics in the areas poverty, literacy, 
child labour and the informal sector; health information systems; and vital statistics.  It 
was also recognised that there was need for meetings at least once a year to discuss 
poverty and child labour, inter alia. 
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The Meeting was advised that it was anticipated that there would be financial support 
for the Project from donors. 
 
It was a widely held view that the CARICOM Region could benefit from the experiences 
of other regions and that consideration should be given to the adoption of best practices 
in the Region.  There was also general support expressed for the next round of 
population censuses. 
 
The CARICOM Secretariat was commended for a well-focussed presentation in respect 
of the Documentation of Unmet Needs Assistance Required to support the 
Development of Social/Gender and Environment Statistics. 
 
The Meeting supported the view that Project Management was a useful tool for the 
planning and management of statistical activities.  It was agreed that the CARICOM 
Secretariat should explore the possibility of assistance from Statistics Canada through 
the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) for capacity building in areas 
such as project management. 
 
The UNFPA representative expressed the hope that studies done in five countries 
would be published.  It was indicated that the policy brief would be shared with these 
countries.   
 
The UNFPA representative supported the view that Member States could learn from 
each other through the sharing of expertise and through collaboration as well as, 
through working with tertiary institutions.  In this regard, a call was made for the 
strengthening of the institutional links.  It was stated that the UNFPA was in a position 
to, and looked forward to, continuing to provide technical assistance in the area of 
census capacity building.  The UNFPA also offered to help in the development of social 
statistics in the Region.  Part of the remit of the UNFPA representative at the Meeting 
was to assess the ways in which the UNFPA could support the next round of censuses. 
 
There was general recognition of the need to take greater advantage of information 
technology, as well as, databases for analytical purposes and data dissemination. 
 
There was general consensus by Member States that the areas under capacity building 
should be expanded to include project management.  In this connection, it was revealed 
that a request had been made to Statistics Canada to organise a structured course for 
Member States in Project Management.  The initiative would receive funding from CIDA 
and the CARICOM Secretariat to assist in its coordination. 
 
It was recognised that there was need to build capacity in terms of negotiation skills and 
conflict management. 
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THE MEETING: 
 
Noted the presentation by the CARICOM Secretariat on Funding Required to Sustain 
the Process of Capacity-Building in the CARICOM Region – Outline of Unmet 
Needs; 
 
Commended the CARICOM Secretariat for a well-focussed presentation in respect of 
the Documentation of Unmet Needs Assistance Required to support the Development 
of Social/Gender and Environment Statistics; 
 
Also noted that the Region had received substantial support from UNSD, UNDP, 
UNFPA, and the World Bank in its efforts at sustaining the process of capacity building; 
 
Recognised the need for technical assistance in a number of areas including training in 
sampling and assistance in terms of reviewing data for consistency and quality 
assurance; 
 
Further noted the funding requirements in Member States for – 
 
(i) the harmonisation of statistics across Member States; 
 
(ii) strengthening information communication technology capabilities; 
 
(iii) sensitisation in the use of statistical data; 
 
Noted the following areas for specific attention – 
 
(i) Sample surveys, in particular, estimates for non-responses; 

 
(ii) Information technology and the importance of taking advantage of available 

databases, particularly those of other organisations, for analytical purposes and 
also for dissemination; 

 
(iii) Capacity-building in respect of the management of statistical offices, project 

management; negotiation skills; and conflict management; 
 
Also recognised the need for Building Census Capacity in – 
 
(i) GIS mapping; 
 
(ii) Information technology; 
 
(iii) Analysis and research; 
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(iv) Strengthening the capabilities of countries to conduct surveys to provide social 
statistics in the areas poverty, literacy, child labour and the informal sector; 

 
(v) Health information systems; and, 
 
(vi) Vital Statistics; 
 

Welcomed the news that there would be financial support for the fulfilment of unmet 
needs from some donors; 
 
Endorsed the view that the CARICOM Region could benefit from the experiences of 
other regions and that consideration should be given to the adoption of best practices in 
the Region; 
 
Expressed support for the next round of population censuses; 
 
Supported the view that Project Management was a useful tool for the planning and 
management of statistical activities; 
 
Agreed that the CARICOM Secretariat should explore the possibility of assistance from 
Statistics Canada through the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) for 
capacity-building in areas such as project management. 
 
6.2.2  Collaboration with UNICEF in Guyana on the Child Protection and 

Monitoring Database 
 
The Secretariat representative informed the Meeting that Child Protection and 
Monitoring feature prominently in the Regional Programme of Action approved by the 
COHSOD.  The goals here support commitments made by Governments of the Region 
at international forums such as the UN summit on the MDGs.  Child protection is 
highlighted in the MDGs but in order for it to be properly monitored, good and timely 
statistics are required.  Timely and reliable data on children is seriously lacking in 
Guyana and this omission is recognised by both UNICEF and the CARICOM 
Secretariat.  It is for this reason that cooperation and collaboration between these two 
agencies are being strengthened in an effort to establish a better database on children. 
 
Despite the paucity of data, several agencies in Guyana, from time to time, collect and 
compile some data on children.  In order to establish the database therefore, it is 
important that a review of what is available is done first.  This will ensure that duplication 
is avoided.  UNICEF hired a consultant to perform this situational analysis.  The role of 
CARICOM includes the following - 
 
(i) guiding and assisting the resource persons in conducting the review; 
 
(ii) advising on the streamlining of systems for data collection after the review; 
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(iii) reviewing manual and protocols and advise accordingly; and, 
 
(iv) providing training in the use of the DEVINFO package. 
 
This collaboration can be significant in correcting the many gaps that exist in Guyana, 
with respect to the availability of data on children. The SIMDG in Guyana can sustain 
the updating of this database after it has been established. Further, this project can be 
replicated in other Member States. 
 
In the discussion that followed, it was revealed that similar projects to the Child 
Protection and Monitoring Database had taken place in Jamaica, Suriname and 
Trinidad and Tobago.  It was recognised that an important outcome of such a project 
was the possibility of replicating it in other Member States.  The potential of the project 
for collecting indicators in countries that come from other surveys was highlighted. 
 
The Trinidad and Tobago representative informed the Meeting that indicators 
emanating from the project in Trinidad and Tobago would be made available online and 
also to contributors. 
 
The UNFPA representative suggested that the DEVINFO programme could be a good 
and useful tool for Member States as a child protection and monitoring database.  It was 
however suggested that DEVINFO should not be imposed upon Member States that 
already possessed similar tools and they should be allowed to use such tools. 
 
Member States were reminded that there were funding agencies willing to assist and 
they were urged to begin to coordinate their efforts in respect of funding for such an 
exercise. 
 
It was revealed that the reports were available on a prime indicators monitoring system 
project conducted in Trinidad and Tobago in 2002.  A wide range of indicators were 
reported to have been covered in this project for which the First Phase was in 2002, and 
the Second Phase in 2004. 
 
The Meeting was informed that the Trinidad and Tobago indicators would be made 
available to all contributors, as well as online. 
 
THE MEETING: 
 
Noted the presentation of the Secretariat on Collaboration with UNICEF in Guyana on 
the Child Protection and Monitoring Database; 
 
Also noted that similar projects had been executed in Jamaica, Suriname and Trinidad 
and Tobago; 
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Further noted that the important outcome of such a project is the possibility of 
replicating it in other Member States; 
 
Noted that indicators emanating from the project in Trinidad and Tobago would be 
made available online and also to contributors. 
 
6.2.3 Progress on the Multi-Donor Initiative to Support Collection of Social 

Data for Poverty Assessment and Reduction in the Caribbean 
(SPARC)- CDB/DFID/IDB/UNDP/World Bank: 

 
6.2.3.1 Overview 
 
6.2.3.2 Update on the Core Welfare Indicator Questionnaire (CWIQ) 
 
6.2.3.3 Progress with respect to Surveys of Living Conditions (SLCs) and 

Country Poverty Assessments (CPAs) in the Region. 
 
Presented for the consideration of the Meeting, was Paper SCCS/2004/29/40, 
Development of the Support Programme for Poverty Assessment and Reduction 
(SPARC) in the Caribbean: Progress Report. 
 
The paper examined, inter alia: the Origins of the SPARC programme; the MECOVI 
Programme for Latin America and the Caribbean, launched by the IDB, the World Bank 
and UNECLAC in 1996 to among other things, “Improve quality, relevance and 
timeliness of household survey and poverty data, and promote wide use of the improved 
data for research and policy analysis; the SPARC Vision and Approaches; the SPARC 
National and Regional Programme Components; and approaches to programme 
design. 
 
Also presented in the Paper was a Status Report on SPARC initiatives for the period 
2002-2004. 
 
The Meeting also received presentations by Mr. Haeduck Lee, Senior Economist, World 
Bank, who presented an overview of the SPARC programme from the point of view of 
the World Bank; and Mr. Edwin St. Catherine, Director, Statistics Department, Ministry 
of Finance and Economic Affairs, Saint Lucia (on the Core Welfare Indicator 
Questionnaire (CWIQ)).  A presentation was also made by the CDB representative 
regarding Progress with respect to Surveys of Living Conditions (SLCs) and Country 
Poverty Assessments (CPAs) in the Region. 
 
In the discussion that followed, the Suriname representative made the point that there 
was need to be guarded about level of access to data at the unit-record level.  He 
expressed particular concern regarding the access to be granted to consultants and the 
absence of guarantees for the maintenance of the confidentiality of data.  It was his 
contention that adding value to data should not mean giving away data sets. 
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The point was made that there was need to be cautious about the quality of data given 
to users when such was made available to them.  The view was however expressed 
that in the interest of institutional capacity building datasets could be made available, 
with CSOs retaining a certain measure of administrative control. 
 
The Secretariat representative explained that confidentiality was enshrined in the UN 
system.  She suggested that there was need for a special meeting to address the issue 
of the release of datasets and the preservation of the confidentiality of data.  It was her 
opinion that the size of Member States presented a problem in terms of confidentiality. 
 
Concern was also expressed regarding interpretations surrounding the wide 
dissemination of data, particularly in respect of the amount of detail at the household 
level. 
 
The Jamaica representative stated that Jamaica had been doing a survey of living 
conditions annually and this was getting more expensive to do each year.  Delegates at 
the Meeting generally supported this position. 
 
The observation was made that the CWIQ had provided a number of valuable social 
indicators, but that there was still need for Surveys of Living Conditions. These would 
provide comprehensive statistics on poverty, which are not available through CWIQ. 
 
It was suggested that CWIQ could be combined with the survey of living conditions and 
this could serve as a baseline for the survey information. 
 
Reference was made to the value of evaluating the quality of the data collection 
processes adopted for exercises such as CWIQ and surveys of living conditions. 
 
The CDB representative indicated that the CDB’s Country Poverty Assessment 
Programme would continue.  In this regard, assessments would be done in Antigua and 
Barbuda.  The point was made that the assessments had been incorporated into 
poverty strategy and country strategy papers.  It was suggested that national officers 
who had had input in the survey work could assist policy makers in using the 
information. 
 
The ECLAC representative informed the Meeting that the UNECLAC was willing to 
provide technical assistance to Member States to help in the design of questionnaires.  
He identified the MECOVI programme as an example of international best practice and 
indicated that UNECLAC had been pleased to participate in it. 
 
The Meeting commended World Bank on the SPARC Programme and expressed 
appreciation for its assistance, especially the grant from the World Bank that was being 
managed by the Secretariat. 
 
There was also support expressed for the wide dissemination of data.  It was suggested 
that funds should be provided to support not only the collection but also the promotion 
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of the use of data for research and policy development purposes.  A call was made for 
the CDB to give funds in this regard.  It was felt that in this way, a user culture would be 
engendered. 
 
Congratulations were extended to Belize for publishing its census data on the Internet. 
 
The ECLAC representative informed the Meeting that the UNECLAC offices in the 
Region were open to all Member States and were willing to help them plan and design 
their surveys.  Member States were urged to take advantage of the facilities and 
assistance available from UNECLAC. 
 
The opinion was expressed, in the context of the utilisation of data and confidentiality, 
that it was a good policy to make detailed data widely available without compromising 
confidentiality.  In this connection, it was asserted that it was best to get data from 
official sources. 
 
The ECLAC representative suggested that there was need to integrate all data.  In 
This regard, ECLAC would help Member States with collection and distribution.   
 
With respect to the use of scanners in the processing of data, it was suggested that it 
might be more cost effective to use handheld devices to collect data.  This approach 
would obviate the more costly approach of using scanners. 
 
THE MEETING: 

 
Noted the presentations by – 
 
(i) the World Bank on the overview of the Multi-Donor Initiative to Support Collection 

of Social Data for Poverty Assessment and Reduction in the Caribbean 
(SPARC); 

 
(ii) Saint Lucia on the Core Welfare Indicator Questionnaire (CWIQ); 
 
(iii) the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) on progress with respect to Surveys of 

Living Conditions (SLCs) and Country Poverty Assessments (CPAs) in the 
Region; 

 
Recognised that the Survey of Living Conditions is an expensive undertaking; 
 
Also noted that the Core Welfare Indicator Questionnaire (CWIQ) had provided a 
number of valuable social indicators, but that there was still need for Surveys of Living 
Conditions to provide more comprehensive statistics on poverty which are not available 
through CWIQ; 
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Further noted that the Country Poverty Assessment Programme of the CDB would 
continue; 
 
Welcomed the offer of UNECLAC of technical assistance to Member States to help in 
the design of questionnaires; 
 
Commended the World Bank on the SPARC Programme; 
 
Expressed support for the wide dissemination of data on poverty; 
 
Suggested that funds be provided to support not only the collection but also to promote 
the use of data for research and policy development purposes, thereby engendering a 
user culture; 
 
Noted the concern expressed regarding interpretations surrounding the wide 
dissemination of data, particularly in respect of the amount of detail at the household 
level. 
 
6.2.4   Advancement of the United Nations Agenda on Setting the Scope of 

Social Statistics and Report on the International Census Symposium 
and Expert Group Meeting 2004 

 
The Meeting was informed that work had been done through expert groups on the 
advancement of the United Nations Agenda on Setting the Scope of Social Statistics.  It 
was reported that all documents regarding this as well as the Report on the International 
Census Symposium and Expert Group Meeting 2004 were available and could be 
accessed on the UNSD Web Site. 
 

THE MEETING: 

 
Noted, in respect of Advancement of the United Nations Agenda on Setting the Scope 
of Social Statistics and Report on the International Census Symposium and Expert 
Group Meeting 2004, that the relevant documentation and information was available on 
the UNSD website. 
 
6.2.5 Proposed Collaboration between CARICOM Secretariat and the 

UNSD in the Compilation of Information for the Demographic 
Yearbook 

 
Presented for the consideration of the Meeting, was Paper SCCS/2004/29/13 entitled 
Proposed Collaboration between CARICOM Secretariat and the UNSD in the 
Compilation of Information for the Demographic Yearbook. 
 
Reference was made to the UNSD’s Annual Demographic Yearbook (DYB) and the 
questionnaires that are used to put this publication together.  It was explained that at a 
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recent review of the DYB, the UNSD had reported that this flagship publication was one 
of the most used publications of all those released by the UNSD.  In this regard, the 
importance of increasing the response rate was underscored.  In an effort to do this, the 
review made several recommendations on both the format and content of the DYB and 
the UNSD was in the process of implementing these recommendations. 
 
The presenter highlighted the Regional response to the DYB and indicated that most 
Member States of the Region do respond to the questionnaires of the DYB as far as the 
available data permit.  It was indicated that Member States were being asked to 
complete and return requests for social data and indicators under the CARICOM 
programme.  The presenter explained that while the CARICOM Programme might be 
collecting a particular statistic that is required for the DYB, for example, live births by 
sex, the level of details required for the DYB questionnaire for this particular indicator, 
was more extensive, such as - 
 
(i) month;  

(ii) legitimacy status;  

(iii) live-birth order;  

(iv) born in wedlock by duration of marriage; and 

(v) age of mother and sex of child;  

 
The presenter drew attention to the need for capacity building within Member States.  In 
this connection, it was suggested that once this capacity is built at the regional level, the 
Secretariat becomes a one-stop repository of all Member States’ statistics and the user 
can therefore, more easily, gather whatever is required at one central location rather 
than have to make requests to individual countries.  Consequently, there was need for 
significant improvements in Member States’ capacity to generate the required statistics 
at the national level, in the first place. 
 
In the discussion that followed, the point was made that the capacity of the Region was 
still not a level that would allow for the provision of information for the Demographic 
Yearbook. 
 
The Meeting endorsed the conclusions of Paper SCCS/2004/29/13, as being valid 
relative to a collaboration thrust that can lead to the elimination of duplication.  It was 
the general view that the idea in the Report of the CARICOM Secretariat regarding 
cutting and streamlining, was correct, right and a good way to proceed. 
 
It was affirmed that there was need for the CARICOM Secretariat and the UNSD to 
work together to achieve collaboration in the Compilation of Information for the 
Demographic Yearbook.  The UNSD representative advised that the UNSD would 
make available to the CARCIOM Secretariat, details of the web site of the demographic 
database for wider circulation.  It was explained that on occasion the UNSD 
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requirements for detail was greater than those at the CARICOM level.  It was 
recognised that this ought to be addressed.  The UNSD representative undertook to 
report on this to UNSD’s Head Office. 
 
The UNSD representative stated that the UNSD data would provide help to Member 
States for participating in workshops in the area of social and economic statistics.  It 
was explained that the UNSD was confronted by funding constraints.  That organisation 
would, however, seek to provide its support.  The details on future cooperation needed 
to be worked out. 
 
The Meeting expressed support for the approach adopted by Saint Lucia to submit 
information at an aggregate level, while working toward the provision of detailed data.  It 
was posited that it was better to have aggregated data than no data at all.  In this 
connection, the support was expressed for the approach of Saint Lucia to supply data at 
the aggregate level with the ultimate aim of providing detailed information. 
 
THE MEETING: 

 
Noted the presentation by the CARICOM Secretariat on proposed collaboration 
between CARICOM Secretariat and the UNSD in the Compilation of Information for the 
Demographic Yearbook; 
 
Recognised that the capacity of the Region was still not at a level that would allow for 
the provision of information for the Demographic Yearbook; 
 
Endorsed the conclusions of Paper SCCS/2004/29/13, which are set out below, as 
being valid relative to a collaboration thrust that can lead to the elimination of 
duplication - 
 
(i) “There is need to look closely at the CARICOM Region not only at the overall 

response to the DYB questionnaire, but also the responses for the individual 
sections and variables within the questionnaire; 

 
(ii) Based on the initial exploratory work to establish areas of commonality between 

the CARICOM Programme and the DYB, there is further need to evaluate the 
gap that exists between both programmes in order to access if there are 
efficiency gains or alleviation of respondents burden from utilization of a joint 
approach; 

 
(iii) There is need to ascertain whether the additional details that form the gap 

between the CARICOM Programme and the DYB are being collected in Member 
States, the sources of that data and info on the metadata; 

 
(iv) An enhancement of the capacity building required at the national level will be 

vital”; 
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Also noted the need for both organisations to work together to achieve collaboration in 
this area; 
 
Further noted that UNSD would make available to the CARCIOM Secretariat details of 
the website of the demographic database for wider circulation; 
 
Supported the approach adopted by Saint Lucia to submit information at an aggregate 
level, while working toward the provision of detailed data. 
 
6.2.6 Caribbean Labour Market Information System (CLMIS) – International 

Labour Organisation (ILO) 
 
The Meeting had for consideration Paper SCCS/2004/29/31 entitled Final Report of 
the Caribbean Labour Market Information System (CLMIS) Project. 
 
The presenter informed the Meeting that in September 2001, the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO) signed an agreement with the Unites States Department of Labor 
(US-DOL) to implement the Caribbean Labour Market Information System (CLMIS) 
Project.  The project aimed at achieving more effective labour, employment and labour 
market policies in the Caribbean that would be responsive to the new challenges of 
regional and hemispheric integration and globalisation by generating reliable, timely and 
internationally comparable Labour Market Information (LMI), at the national, regional 
and international levels. 
 
It was explained that project activities included – 
 
(i) an update of the National Classification of Occupations (NCO) in three (3) 

Caribbean countries and fusing these into a draft regional classification; 
 
(ii) an evaluation of the potential of the National Insurance Schemes (NIS) to serve 

as a source of LMI on formal sector employment in six (6) countries; 
 
(iii) the establishment of the national institutional framework for LMI and adoption of 

national LMI plans in six (6) participating countries; 
 
(iv) the production of the Key Indicators of the Labour Market (KILM) Productivity 

Indicators (PI) for manufacturing and tourism sectors in six (6) participating 
countries; 

 
(v) the establishment of country specific (national) Labour Market Information 

Libraries (N-LMIL) in six (6) countries; and 
 
(vi) the conduct of First Caribbean Conference on LMI Standards and Guidelines 

to adopt a set of core regional standards for labour statistics. 
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Attention was drawn to the strategy for implementation of the project, which included – 
 
(i) The establishment of the project organisation. The project office was established 

and project staff recruited. 
 

(ii) The establishing of the tripartite Project Advisory Committee (PAC) with 
representatives from a number of key stakeholders; 

 
(iii) Formal enrolment of countries in project activities and mandating lead agencies 

for each activity; 
 
(iv) The establishment of National Tripartite LMI committees to guide the 

implementation of the activities; 
 
(v) The establishment of National Focal Points in each country to ensure the 

coordination and integration of LMI activities nationally; and 
 
(vi) The Signing of a contract with the lead agencies implementing the activity. 
 
The point was made that the project was designed to provide technical assistance and 
limited support for implementation.  Due to the requests by national lead agencies to 
strengthen lead agency capacity building and promote regional collaboration, the project 
management took the decision to allow national specialists employed by the lead 
agencies to be released to serve as the National Specialists for the project activities as 
in kind input by the lead agency.  This decision had a large impact on the project’s 
administration including the implementation schedule. 
 
It was reported that overall the project had been able to meet most of its objectives and 
targets. 
 
A number of challenges experienced during project implementation were cited at the 
level of project management; at the national level; and in terms of the delivery of 
technical assistance.  A number of recommendations were made to overcome these 
challenges.  
 
Recommendations were also made for follow up for the CLMIS project and these 
included the development of an LMI Assessments/Plan, National and Regional 
Classifications of Occupations, the convening of LMI Standard Setting meetings every 
three years, the conduct of Labour Force and Wage Surveys, and the development of 
Administrative databases. 
 
During the discussion that followed, the Meeting expressed appreciation for the CLMIS 
Project, particularly in respect of the flexibility that it had afforded them in terms of their 
CSO budgets.  In this regard, a request was made for the CARICOM Secretariat to 
convey the appreciation of Member States to the ILO.  Member States also expressed 
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appreciation to the ILO for assistance provided in the development of, inter alia, 
productivity indicators, and occupational wage surveys. 
 
The Secretariat representative contended that the project had enabled the 
development of capacity that had hitherto not been documented in the Region.  She 
made the point that the harmonisation of indicators was critical to the CARICOM 
Secretariat.  She also contended that there was need for persons in all Member States 
to have access to a user-friendly database of available jobs and skills. 
 
It was contended, that there was need for harmonisation of Labour Market Information 
indicators in CARICOM.  It was recognised that there remained some problems in a 
number of areas.  The view was therefore expressed that it was important to ensure the 
sustainability of work put into the Caribbean Labour Market Information System (CLMIS) 
Project. 
 
The Meeting was informed that the two presentations were available electronically on 
the web sites of the CARICOM Secretariat and the ILO.  In addition, information on 
UNFPA research on Caribbean countries on IPEC and SIMPOC was available on the 
ILO web site. 
 
THE MEETING: 
 
Noted the overview on the Caribbean Labour Market Information System (CLMIS) 
presented by the CARICOM Secretariat on behalf of the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO); 
 
Also noted the approach taken in respect of Project implementation and continuity; 
 
Expressed appreciation for the CLMIS Project and requested the CARICOM 
Secretariat to convey same to the ILO; 
 
Supported the need for harmonisation of Labour Market Information indicators in 
CARICOM. 
 
6.2.7 Report on the UNECLAC Project: Development of Social Statistics in 

the Region – Future Outlook 
 
The Meeting received a report by UNECLAC on the project entitled Development of 
Social Statistics in the Region – Future Outlook. 
 
The Meeting was informed of the modalities for the receipt  and dissemination of social 
statistics data from the database, collaboration with the CARICOM Secretariat on this 
project and future expected outcomes. 
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It was indicated that the Government of the Netherlands would be funding a follow-up 
phase to the project.  In addition, those countries whose census data had been cleaned 
would have these data posted on the UNECLAC web site. 
 
The UNECLAC representative conveyed the appreciation of UNECLAC for the support 
it had received from countries that had provided data to UNECLAC. 
 
In the ensuing discussion, it was explained that countries that had submitted data to 
UNECLAC had done so on the basis of an agreement with that organisation.  
Consequently, there were preconditions attached to the way in which UNECLAC could 
use the data. 
 
The Meeting expressed gratitude to the CARCIOM Secretariat for the support that it had 
given and continued to give to the project. 
 
It was affirmed that there existed indicators for the social vulnerability index.  The index 
was scheduled to be pilot-tested in five (5) countries. 
 
The Meeting was advised that funding would be available for a second phase of the 
project that, inter alia, was expected to address the issue of hubs. 
 
THE MEETING: 

Noted that UNECLAC had conveyed its appreciation for the support it had received 
from countries that had provided data to UNECLAC; 
 
Recognised that there were preconditions attached to the way in which UNECLAC 
could use the data; 
 
Expressed gratitude to the CARCIOM Secretariat for its support of the Project; 
 
Also noted that the social vulnerability index would be pilot-tested in five (5) countries; 
 
Further noted that funding would be available for a second phase of the project which, 
inter alia, would address the issue of the access of the databases through the 
Secretariat and the Derek Gordon Data Bank, UWI Mona. 
 
6.2.8 Achieving the Millennium Development Goals in the Caribbean: the 

CDB-UNDP Recent Initiative in Trinidad and Tobago 
 
The Meeting received a presentation by the CDB representative entitled Achieving 
the Millennium Development Goals in the Caribbean. 
 
It was brought to the attention of the Meeting that in September 2004, the CDB had 
hosted a regional workshop in collaboration with the UNDP on “Achieving the 
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Millennium Development Goals in the Caribbean” in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad and 
Tobago. 
 
The point was made that in general, the MDGs are quite compatible with the objective 
of poverty reduction and social and economic development.  It was also pointed out that  
The MDG consists of 8 goals, 18 targets and 48 indicators, and are seen as the 
standard development framework around which countries are encouraged to formulate 
national development policies. 
 
In the context of country priorities the presenter drew attention to the initiatives 
undertaken by Jamaica, Saint Lucia and Trinidad and Tobago. 
 
It was indicated that Trinidad and Tobago had embarked on a major long-term 
development plan known as the vision 2020, which sets out the long term development 
goals of the country “to ensure that by the Year 2020 every citizen had equal 
opportunities to achieve his or her full potential.” 
 
As regards Jamaica, reference was made to efforts integrating the MDGs in Jamaica’s 
country priorities.  In this regard, a project entitled “Jamaica Social Policy Evaluation” 
(JASPEV) had been created after independent research papers and island-wide 
consultation to develop effective mechanisms for the improved formulation and delivery 
of social policy. 
 
With respect to Saint Lucia, the challenges faced by that Member State in achieving 
some of the MDGs, were highlighted.  High priority areas for Saint Lucia stem from the 
increased incidence of HIV/AIDS, neoplasms and circulatory diseases, as these 
continue to be unacceptably high.  Extreme poverty was reported in several 
communities throughout the island, while issues related to environmental sustainability, 
e.g. climate change, improper solid waste disposal, continue to threaten the natural 
environment. 
 
The UNECLAC representative reported that, in general, the countries were in concert 
that – 
 
(i) the overarching goal was Poverty eradication;  
 
(ii)    there should be a commitment to the incorporation of gender analysis in all the 

goals to be achieved. 
 
Attention was drawn to specific action recommended for achieving the development 
goals.  These included - 
 
(i) employment creation; 
 
(ii) improved access to utilization and quality education and training; and, 
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(iii) reduction in the incidence and prevalence of HIV/AIDS. 
 

With regard to assessing the MDGs the ECLAC representative cited suggestions for 
Caribbean specific goals as these relate to each of the 8 goals.  These included the 
addition of new targets and proposals for new indicators. 
 
In concluding his presentation, the UNECLAC representative underscored the 
importance of indicators to the identification of priorities, as well as to the monitoring 
and evaluation of progress in the attainment of these priorities.  The UNECLAC 
representative also highlighted the utility of Country Poverty Assessments in providing 
data to develop benchmarks for use in measuring progress in the achievement of 
specific goals. 
 
During the discussion that ensued, it was revealed that in Jamaica, MDGs had been 
included in social policy.  Attention was drawn to the fact that Saint Lucia’s country 
report had identified some of the challenges of achieving MDGs.  HIV/AIDS was 
highlighted as a major challenge, since stigma and discrimination had been having an 
adverse and negative impact on the quality of data. 
 
It was asserted that poverty eradication was the goal of all the countries attending the 
regional Seminar held by the CDB/UNDP. In this regard, it was proposed that the 
poverty line needed to be defined as an indigent line. 
 
It was generally accepted that gender analysis should be incorporated in all statistical 
analyses. 
 
The observation was made that Member States had been experiencing difficulties 
meeting their obligations in respect of, inter alia, MDGs; SMDGs; and Education for All. 
In this regard, it was suggested that there was need to define a project to address the 
issue of helping Member States to meet their obligations.  The point was also made that 
it was important to coordinate the support being received from donor agencies. 
 
The Meeting accepted that a core set of indicators should be developed for treatment as 
priorities in the compilation of social statistics in the Region. 
 
The UNSD representative urged Member States to visit the specially dedicated area 
on the UNSD web site in order to be updated on MDGs. 
 
THE MEETING: 

 
Noted the presentation by the CDB on Achieving the Millennium Development 
Goals in the Caribbean: the CDB-UNDP Recent Initiative in Trinidad and Tobago; 
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Also noted – 
 
(i) the Trinidad and Tobago Programme of Vision 20/20 which provides data on 

MDG indicators; 
 
(ii) that in Jamaica, MDGs were included in social policy; 
 
(iii) that Saint Lucia’s country report identified some of the challenges of achieving 

MDGs and that HIV/AIDS was a major challenge; 
 
Further noted that poverty eradication was the goal of all the countries attending the 
regional Seminar held by the CDB/UNDP.  In this regard, the poverty line needed to be 
defined as an indigent line; 
 
Endorsed the view that gender analysis should be incorporated in all statistical 
analyses; 
 
Welcomed the news that resources were currently being provided by international 
organisations for the completion of the MDGs; 
 
Recognised the need for coordination of support by donor agencies; 
 
Urged Member States to visit the especially dedicated area on the UNSD website in 
order to be updated on MDGs. 
 
6.3 Current Issues in the Development of Social Statistics: 
 
6.3.1 An Approach to Analysing and Disseminating Poverty Statistics at the 

Level of Small Areas using Geographic Information Systems 
 
6.3.2 Construction and Interpretation of Poverty Lines and Related Poverty 

Measures and the Application of Time Series Analysis 
 
6.3.3 The Use of Information Technology on Household Surveys:  The Case of 

Bermuda’s Data Collection on the Household Budget Survey Using 
Palmtop Computers 

 
6.3.4 Breaking Tradition: Towards An Alternative Measure of Population 

Aging 
 
Tabled for the consideration of the Meeting, were Papers SCCS/2004/29/33, 
SCCS/2004/29/22, and SCCS/2004/29/36 presented by Saint Lucia outlining “An 
Approach to Analysing and Disseminating Poverty Statistics at the Level of Small 
Areas using Geographic Information Systems”; Suriname on the “Construction 
and Interpretation of Poverty Lines and Related Poverty Measures and the 
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Application of Time Series Analysis’’; and Bermuda regarding “The Use of 
Information Technology on Household Surveys: The Case of Bermuda’s Data 
Collection on the Household Budget Survey Using Palmtop Computers”, 
respectively. 
 
The Meeting also considered Paper SCCS/2004/29/43 presented by the Sir Arthur 
Lewis Institute of Social and Economic Studies (SALISES) entitled “Breaking 
Tradition: Towards An Alternative Measure of Population Aging”. 
 
In the discussion that followed these presentations, it was brought to the attention of the 
Meeting that UNFPA (in collaboration with Help Age International) had carried out rapid 
assessments on aging in some Member States including Saint Lucia, St. Kitts and 
Nevis, and Trinidad and Tobago. 
 
The UNFPA representative informed the Meeting that the UNFPA was willing to 
provide free mapping software to Member States.  It was revealed that hazard mapping 
had been used in identifying the more vulnerable areas relevant to countries in the 
Region.  Delegates underlined the importance of using techniques such as factor 
analysis in profiling and classifying variables. 
 
The Meeting welcomed the information that the World Bank had established a Poverty 
Advisory Group in the context of the Millennium Development Goals. 
 
Delegates endorsed the view that statistical offices should include research units.  It 
was accepted that consideration should be given to issues related to HIV/AIDS and 
aging with the advent of sexual dysfunction drugs such as Viagra and the increase in 
sexual activity by older persons. 
 
The Meeting was informed that in Bermuda there was no need for trainers to return to 
assist in the preparation of questionnaires as the Statistical Office in Bermuda did these 
in-house.  It was explained that in Bermuda, once contact had been made with 
households, Member States were encouraged to adopt the Computer Assisted Personal 
Interviewing (CAPI) approach used by Bermuda in the conduct of surveys such as 
household surveys and other data collection exercises. 
 
The Turks and Caicos Islands representative drew the attention of the Meeting to 
difficulties being experienced by that territory in respect of GIS training for staff of the 
CSO.  In this regard, it was reported that Saint Lucia and Trinidad and Tobago would be 
able to provide assistance to the Turks and Caicos Islands. 
 
It was posited that in the Caribbean context, there was need for a real basis on which to 
determine what was meant by rural as compared with what is meant by urban. 
 
The World Bank representative suggested that sensitivity analysis be used in the 
updating of the poverty line index.  It was posited that variations in prices influence 
judgements on poverty lines. 
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THE MEETING: 

 
Noted and commended the presentations by – 
 
(i) Saint Lucia, outlining “An Approach to Analysing and Disseminating Poverty 

Statistics at the Level of Small Areas using Geographic Information Systems”; 
 
(ii) Suriname, on the “Construction and Interpretation of Poverty Lines and Related 

Poverty Measures and the Application of Time Series Analysis’’; 
 
(iii) Bermuda, regarding “The Use of Information Technology on Household Surveys: 

The Case of Bermuda’s Data Collection on the Household Budget Survey Using 
Palmtop Computers”; 

 
(iv) The Sir Arthur Lewis Institute of Social and Economic Studies (SALISES), 

entitled “Breaking Tradition: Towards An Alternative Measure Of Population 
Aging”; 

 
Also noted that UNFPA (in collaboration with Help Age International) had carried out 
rapid assessments on aging in some Member States; 
 
Welcomed the information that the UNFPA was willing to provide free mapping 
software to Member States; 
 
Further noted the use of hazard mapping in identifying more vulnerable areas relevant 
to countries in the Region; 
 
Noted the suggestion by the Secretariat of the importance of using techniques such as 
factor analysis in profiling and classifying poverty in relation to the presentation by 
Suriname, on poverty lines; 
 
Also noted that the World Bank had established a Poverty Advisory Group in the 
context of the Millennium Development Goals; 
 
Recognised the usefulness of the presentation by Suriname to instruct offices in 
relation to the construction of poverty lines to enable and enrich the analysis of poverty 
data; 
 
Endorsed the view that statistical offices should establish research units to enable and 
enrich the analysis and use of data; 
 
Also recognised the need for consideration to be given to issues related to HIV/AIDS 
and aging with the advent of popular performance enhancement drugs; 
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Further noted that there was no need for trainers to return to assist in the preparation 
of questionnaires in Bermuda as these were done in-house by the Statistical Office; 
 
Also welcomed the news that Saint Lucia and Trinidad and Tobago would be able to 
provide assistance to the Turks and Caicos Islands in relation to GIS training for staff; 
 
Noted the suggestion by the World Bank that sensitivity analysis be used in the 
updating of the poverty line index. 
 
7.   ENVIRONMENTAL STATISTICS: 
 
7.1  Developmental Work on the Environmental Component of the 

CARICOM Programme: 
 
7.1.1 Fourth and Fifth Advisory Group Meetings: Report on the 

Recommendations to Develop the Environmental Component of the 
CARICOM Programme 

 
Presented for the consideration of the Meeting, was Paper SCCS/2004/29/18 entitled 
Reports on the Fourth and Fifth Meetings of the CARICOM Advisory Group on 
Strengthening Capacity in the Compilation of Social/Gender and Environment 
Statistics in the CARICOM Region. 
 
It was reported that the Fourth Meeting of the CARICOM Advisory Group: CARICOM 
Programme on Strengthening Capacity in the Compilation of Social/Gender and 
Environment Statistic and Indicators was held at the San Ignacio Hotel, San Ignacio, 
Cayo, Belize on 7-11 June 2004.  This Meeting addressed, inter alia, the Progress of 
Work on the Social Gender Component of the CARICOM Programme and, specifically, 
the Establishment of SIMDG Committees; Data Compilation in the context of the 
CARICOM Programme; Additions to the List of Indicators Suggested by Member States; 
and the Preparation of Technical Manuals and Guides. 
 
The Fourth Meeting also considered a report by the Secretariat on the First Workshop 
on Harmonisation of Concepts and definitions used in the CARICOM Region in the area 
of Social/Gender Statistics, and Collaboration with Donors and Other Organisations, 
including UNDP, UNSD and the World Bank. 
 
The Fifth Meeting of the CARICOM Advisory Group: CARICOM Programme on 
Strengthening Capacity in the Compilation of Social/Gender and Environment Statistic 
and Indicators was held on 19-20 November 2004 at the Fairmont Hamilton Princess 
Hotel, Hamilton, Bermuda. 
 
This Meeting considered an update on the Environmental Statistics Component of the 
CARICOM Programme.  It was reported that the following activities had been completed 
under this component - 
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(i) the review of statistics and indicators at the Secretariat with relevant programme 
areas; 

 
(ii) consultation/collaboration with UNSD relative to the updating of the indicator 

framework; and, 
 
(iii) the preparation and circulation of lists of indicators to other experts and 

stakeholders inside and outside the Region. 
 
It was reported at the Fifth Meeting that indicator lists had been sent to 19 experts and 
13 international and regional organisations.  The Meeting was informed that the Fifth 
Advisory Group Meeting had taken decisions with respect to acceptance/rejection of 
comments received on the environmental indicators made by regional and international 
organisations and experts.  It was agreed at that Meeting that clarification would be 
sought on other indicators.  The presenter indicated that the CARICOM Secretariat 
would amend the list of Environment Statistics and Indicators and circulate the 
amended list to Member States. 
 
The Fifth Meeting also received a Status Report on the Social Gender Component of 
the CARICOM Programme on Strengthening Capacity in the Compilation of the 
Social/Gender and Environment Statistics in the CARICOM Region, including efforts at 
activating SIMDG Committees in Member States. 
 
The Fifth Advisory Group Meeting discussed suggestions for the reactivation of the 
SIMDG Committees in Member States.  In this regard, inputs were received from 
Barbados, The Bahamas, Jamaica, Saint Lucia, and Suriname. 
 
Also considered by the Fifth Meeting were, inter alia, a Progress Report on Data 
Compilation; a Status Report on the Preparation of a Regional Publication; and a Status 
Report on the Preparation of Technical Manuals and Guides. 
 
In the discussion that followed, the UNSD representative stated that the UNSD placed 
a great deal of value on the cooperation existing between UNSD and the CARICOM 
Secretariat as well as the efforts made towards the advancement of environmental 
statistics.  In this regard, the UNSD representative affirmed UNSD’s support for 
collaboration with the CARICOM Secretariat on the provision of environmental statistics 
to the CARICOM Secretariat. 
 
The UNSD representative made the point that UNSD was interested in seeing Member 
States complete the Questionnaire 2004 on Environment Statistics (Q2004), which had 
been distributed by UNSD at the end of March 2004 to Member States.  Specific 
attention was drawn to the sections on Water, Air, Land and Waste.  In this connection, 
the Meeting was informed that water and waste statistics were priorities on the UNSD 
agenda. 
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It was reported that the UNSD intended to provide validated data to the CARICOM 
Secretariat and Member States on 2004 environment statistics.  In addition, UNSD 
would continue to offer technical assistance subject to the availability of resources and 
would, as far as possible, seek to continue its cooperation with the Secretariat. 
 
THE MEETING: 
 
Noted the Reports of the Fourth and Fifth Advisory Group Meetings: Report on the 
Recommendations to Develop the Environmental Component of the CARICOM 
Programme; 
 
Recognised that the UNSD valued highly the cooperation between UNSD and the 
CARICOM Secretariat, as well as the efforts made towards the advancement of 
environmental statistics; 
 
Welcomed UNSD’s support for collaboration with the CARICOM Secretariat on the 
provision of environmental statistics to the CARICOM Secretariat; 
 
Also noted that – 
 
(i) water and waste statistics were high on UNSD’s agenda; 
 
(ii) UNSD would continue to offer technical assistance subject to the availability of 

resources and would, as far as possible, seek to continue such cooperation with 
the Secretariat. 

 
7.1.2 Progress Reports by Member States on Developmental Work in the 

Area of Environmental Statistics 

The Meeting received Progress Reports by Member States on Development Work in the 
Area of Environmental Statistics as follows. 
 
Barbados 
 
The focus in Barbados had been on social and gender Statistics.  There were, however, 
plans to strengthen the CSO’s relationship with the producers of environmental 
statistics.  There existed many government agencies in Barbados that collected 
environmental statistics, but these were largely unpublished.  It was expected that the 
state of the environment would be published for the next five years. 
 
The Bahamas 
 
A stakeholders meeting had been held and the CSO had encouraged stakeholders to 
submit information regarding the UN Questionnaire 2004 on Environment Statistics 
(Q2004).  That Member State was in the process of compiling a compendium of 
environmental statistics. 
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Environmental statistics are covered in the Annual Statistical Abstract as a matter of 
course.  An assessment had been conducted of the capacity of suppliers of 
environmental statistics to look at their ability to meet the indicators agreed to.  It had 
been agreed that this would be a function of the Research Unit started in 2002.  There 
existed a number of vacancies in the NSO and there was an ongoing recruitment drive 
to have them filled.  As soon as the vacancy for environmental statistics was filled, there 
would be renewed focus on the process of collecting and compiling environmental 
statistics. 
 
Belize 
 
Work in the Environmental Statistics Unit had slowed down. A draft report would 
however be produced by the end of 2004 and would be finalised early in 2005.  The 
CSO had ideas regarding the direction in which the Environmental Statistics Unit should 
go. 
 
Grenada 
 
There was no publication dedicated specifically to environmental statistics, but these 
were however covered in the Annual Abstract of Statistics.  Attempts were being made, 
in collaboration with several local agencies, to collect and compile environmental data. 
 
Guyana 
 
The compiling of environmental statistics was in its embryonic stages in the Bureau of 
Statistics and there remained questions regarding where responsibility for this should be 
located in the structure of the Bureau.  Consultations were ongoing with the Mayor and 
City Council and other local agencies regarding the provision of environmental statistics.  
It was anticipated that a compendium covering environmental statistics would be 
available by the end of the first quarter of 2005. 
 
Jamaica 
 
The CSO in Jamaica continued to collaborate with other stakeholders in collecting 
environmental statistics.  A Survey of Living Conditions for the Environment had been 
added to the Survey of Living Conditions.  It was anticipated that in 2004, data would be 
collected in respect of Waste, Land and Water. 
 
The review of the Compendium of Environmental Statistics was expected to be delayed 
for administrative reasons.  The questionnaire on environmental statistics had been sent 
out.   However, due to low response rates, this would be sent out again. 
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St. Kitts and Nevis 
 
A number of constraints that were impeding the work of the CSO were being addressed. 
The Environmental digest was still to be published.  A draft Compendium on 
Environmental Statistics was expected to be completed in 2005. 
 
Saint Lucia 
 
The Compendium of Environmental Statistics for 2003 was recently updated.  It was 
expected that by the end of November 2004 the CSO would be publishing the 
2003/2004 version of the compendium.  Work was ongoing on the UN Questionnaire 
2004 on Environment Statistics (Q2004) in respect of Waste, Land and Water.  The 
CSO had experienced problems coordinating activities related to this.  It was anticipated 
that stakeholder meetings would be held with a view to having these resolved. 
 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
 
The first ever Environmental Report was produced with data for the year 2000. A 
decision was taken not to do regular reports because of the fact that certain aspects of 
the environment do not change overnight. Despite this, the Statistical Office would 
explore the possibility of producing another report with data up to year 2005. 
 
In the interim, several tables with data related to the environment, were published in the 
Annual Digest of Statistics, the latest being for the year 2003. 
 
The UN Questionnaire 2004 on Environment Statistics (Q2004) in respect of Waste, 
Land and Water would be ready by the week of 29 November 2004. 
 
Suriname 
 
The Scientific Research and Planning Division in the Bureau of Statistics was 
responsible for compiling environmental statistics.  There were plans, in collaboration 
with Statistics Netherlands, to do some environmental accounting. 
 
Bermuda 
 
The Compendium of Environmental Statistics for Bermuda was a work in progress.  
This was included in the strategic plan of the CSO for the next few years.  It was the 
intention of the CSO in Bermuda to be in contact with other, more experienced Member 
States, in order to get advice on plans for environmental statistics. 
 
The British Virgin Islands 
 
Due to resource/staff constraints, no one had been assigned responsibility for 
environmental statistics in the CSO.  Although the UN Questionnaire 2004 on 
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Environment Statistics (Q2004) in respect of Waste, Land and Water had been received 
by the CSO, its resource constraints precluded any work being done on that 
questionnaire. 
 
Turks and Caicos Islands 
 
There was no immediate intention of expanding into Environmental Statistics unless a 
Chief or Deputy Chief Statistical Officer was recruited.  This individual would be 
expected to programme Environmental Statistical into the current work activities or 
arrange for training of staff in this area. 
 
Three consultancies within the CSO were being funded by DFID.  Included among 
these were consultancies related to job opportunities and the costing of assets. 
 
During the discussion, it was revealed that approximately nine countries had already 
published statistics on the environment, and these were either in draft form or had been 
finalised. 
 
The Meeting commended those Member States that had produced environmental 
publications.  The Meeting also expressed appreciation to the UNSD for support to 
Member States in the production of and publications on environmental statistics.  It was 
observed that this collaboration served to relieve the burden on Member States, 
particularly those with limited capacity in terms of human and financial resources. 
 
A call was made to those Member States requiring assistance in areas such as 
environmental statistics, to make their requests to the CARICOM Secretariat at the 
earliest opportunity since the UNSD was in the process of preparing its budget for the 
next financial year.  In respect of non-borrowing members of the World Bank, it was 
indicated that funding from the UNDP could be made available for attachments. 
 
The Secretariat representative explained that efforts would be made to secure funding 
for other Member States from other funding agencies, some of which were in 
attendance at the Meeting.  The UNSD representative recommended that Member 
States adopt an incremental approach to the provision of data on areas of 
environmental statistics when these data were available. 
 
The point was made that assistance to Member States should target not only statistical 
offices but also all agencies responsible for collecting statistics.  In this regard, the 
importance of inter-agency collaboration was emphasised. 
 
THE MEETING: 

 
Noted the progress reports presented by Member States on Developmental Work in the 
Area of Environmental Statistics; 
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Also noted that approximately nine countries had already published statistics on the 
environment; 
 
Commended those Member States that had produced environmental publications; 
 
Expressed appreciation to the UNSD for support to Member States in the production 
of publications on environmental statistics; 
 
Called on those Member States requiring assistance in areas such as environmental 
statistics, to make their requests to the CARICOM Secretariat at the earliest opportunity, 
since the UNSD was in the process of preparing its budget for the next financial year; 
 
Further noted that funding from the UNDP could be made available for attachments for 
non-borrowing countries of the World Bank; 
 
Noted that the UNSD recommended an incremental approach to the provision of data 
on areas of environmental statistics when these data were available. 
 

7.1.3 The Role of Regional Statisticians in Mainstreaming Adaptation to 
Climate Change 

 
The Meeting received a Power Point presentation from Mr. Anthony Deyal, Public 
Education and Outreach Specialist, Mainstreaming Adaptation to Climate Change 
(MACC) Project on the Role of Regional Statisticians in Adapting to Climate 
Change. 
 
The presenter discussed a number of issues relating to climate change including sea 
level rising, droughts, floods, landslides, the bleaching of coral reefs, and the 
emergence of more and more intense hurricanes.  He suggested that there was need to 
get serious about global warming or be prepared for the consequences.  The presenter 
drew the attention of the Meeting to initiatives being undertaken in the Region through 
the Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre and the MACC Project. 
 
These initiatives included –  
 
(i) Research into the actual situation in the Caribbean, especially vulnerability and 

risks; 
 

(ii) building resilience;  
 

(iii) building capacity; mobilising resources; reaching stakeholders; and,  
 

(iv) providing information, assistance, support, encouragement, and guidance to 
stakeholders. 
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It was explained that the stakeholders were, inter alia, politicians and policy makers, the 
private sector, educational, research and scientific institutions, the media, communities-
at-risk and International Funding Agencies.  The presenter contended that agriculture; 
fisheries; water; tourism; and the health of the Region were all at risk.  He suggested 
that the intention was to assist persons to help themselves and one another through for 
example, appropriate building codes. 
 
During the discussion, the Meeting commended the presenter on his thought-provoking 
and stimulating presentation.  It was observed that there was need for personnel with 
communications expertise in statistical offices across the Region as well as stronger 
collaboration among statistical offices, and other agencies and institutions, including the 
academic institutions within the Region. 
 
It was recognised that the presentation by the MACC representative had, inter alia, 
highlighted that there existed a number of areas in which research could be carried out.  
In this connection, the SALISES representative stated that UWI would be willing to 
support and collaborate with MACC.  The Secretariat representative suggested that it 
was important that there be collaboration between MACC and UWI.  She also 
suggested that the two entities undertake the necessary follow-up action.  She further 
suggested that existing structures needed to change in order to address the increasing 
number of mandates. 
 
It was accepted that there was an important and urgent need for a coordinated regional 
approach to the provision of the data required.  There was general consensus in respect 
of the need for a meeting of statisticians, geographers and other relevant personnel to 
consider issues related to environmental statistics, including collaboration at the 
regional level. 
 
There was general endorsement of the suggestion that statistics may be defined as 
“decision-making in the face of uncertainty”.  The Meeting lauded the commitment of the 
CARICOM Secretariat to the fulfilment of data needs of the Mainstreaming Adaptation 
to Climate Change (MACC) Project. 
 
THE MEETING: 
 
Noted the presentation in respect of “The Role of Regional Statisticians in 
Mainstreaming Adaptation to Climate Change”; 
 
Commended the presenter on a thought-provoking and stimulating presentation; 
 
Also noted the important and urgent need for a coordinated regional approach to the 
provision of the data required; 
 
Recognised the need for communications-type personnel to be engaged in the 
provision of statistics and for stronger collaboration within the Region; 
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Also recognised the need for a meeting of statisticians, geographers and other 
relevant personnel to consider issues related to environmental statistics, including 
collaboration at the regional level; 
 
Further noted the suggestion by the Secretariat that statistics may be defined as 
“decision-making in the face of uncertainty”; 
 
Lauded the commitment of the CARICOM Secretariat to the fulfilment of the data needs 
of the Mainstreaming Adaptation to Climate Change (MACC) Project. 
 

8.  MEASURABILITY OF THE INFORMATION COMMUNICATION 
TECHNOLOGY (ICT) SECTOR: 

 
8.1 Development of Statistics on ICT as mandated by the Meeting of 

Ministers of Information and Communication Technologies 
 
8.2 National Efforts at Measuring ICT: Progress Reports by National 

Statistical Offices 
 
Presented for the consideration of the Meeting, was Paper SCCS/2004/29/2 entitled 
Background Paper for the Development of a Project to Establish a System for the 
Production of Statistics on Information Communication Technology (ICT). 
 
The Secretariat representative highlighted the need for Statistics on Information 
Communication Technology, particularly in the context of the establishment of the 
CARICOM Single Market and Economy (CSME) and the Caribbean Court of Justice 
(CCJ).  It proposed that a statistical framework that can provide timely, relevant and 
harmonised statistics from Member States is essential to support the establishment of 
the CSME institutions, to facilitate the negotiations at the WTO, the hemispheric 
arrangements of the FTAA, the new arrangements with the EU and other bilateral co-
operations. 
 
It was acknowledged that there had been little focus on the area of Information 
Communication Technology Statistics.  The point was made that the need to develop 
Statistics on ICT was underscored in light of the decisions arising out of the First 
Special Meeting of Ministers with responsibility for Information, Communication and 
Technology, held in Antigua and Barbuda on 15 May 2002.  At that Meeting, Ministers 
reiterated the need to develop a Draft Policy on ICT to guide its development and to 
recognise the impact of the advances in ICT on the economies and societies of all 
Member States and the benefits to be derived.  
 
The Secretariat representative drew attention to a number of considerations that can 
inform the Development of a System for the Production of ICT Statistics.  Also cited in 
the paper were the Content and Potential Sources of Data on ICT for Monitoring and 
Guiding Economic and Social Development. 
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In terms of the way forward in respect of Statistics on ICT, the presenter proposed, inter 
alia, that there be an exploration of the findings from the Year 2000 Round of Population 
and Housing Censuses relative to the questions on ICT; the development of Common 
Guidelines for the production of a System of ICT Statistics; the identification of critical 
priority areas for special surveys and studies to enrich the empirical information with 
qualitative data; and a continuation of the thrust in enabling the measurement of critical 
services sector based on the concept of modes of delivery to ascertain the real 
contribution of ICT to Trade, including its impact in enabling trade both in goods and in 
services. 
 
The Secretariat representative suggested that there was dire need to execute further 
work in compiling the required data to inform and support the development of ICT and 
its deployment in the Region.  It was also suggested that there was need to track the 
flow of services, including cross-border services that utilise IT, and the impact of these 
services on the Region. 
 
The Meeting also received Progress Reports from National Statistical Offices on 
National Efforts at Measuring ICT as follows - 
 
The Bahamas 
 
Not much work had been done in the area of statistics on ICT, but there were plans to 
start research in this area when the requisite human resources were in place.  Some 
information was available in the Household and Establishment Survey and also the 
Census data for The Bahamas.  Through an E-Government Project of the Government 
of The Bahamas, it was expected that data would be compiled that would reduce on the 
amount of data required from the regular public and private sector suppliers. 
 
Barbados 
 
The (Barbados) Statistical Service’s efforts at measuring ICT had been of a limited 
nature.  The questionnaire used for the 2000 Population and Housing Census had 
included an enquiry (Questions 19 (a) and (b)) into appliances/household equipment 
available in the household. 
 
Barbados was represented at a recently held Workshop on Information Society 
Measurement for Latin America and the Caribbean, in Santiago, Chile. 
 
Attention was also drawn to Paper SCCS/2004/29/14 submitted by Barbados and 
entitled Progress Report on National Efforts at Measuring ICT.  This Paper provided 
greater detail on initiatives taken by Barbados in respect of measuring ICT. 
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Belize 
 
There had been two major collection exercises for data on ICT, which had formed part 
of a regional exercise.  That Member State had made a presentation on the status of 
statistics in Belize at the recently held Workshop on Information Society Measurement 
for Latin America and the Caribbean, in Santiago, Chile. 
 
Grenada 
 
In light of the importance of the IT sector to Grenada, the Government had deregulated 
telecommunications with the aim of capturing the new agents in the market.  The 
Government had impressed upon stakeholders the importance of furnishing it with data.  
In this regard, stakeholders expressed concern regarding the confidentiality of data, 
given the very competitive nature of the telecommunications sector.  In terms of trade 
statistics the Government had been highlighting imports of mobile phones and 
computers.  The Government was doing its utmost to publish all that it could in respect 
of statistics on ICT, given the importance of that sector. 
 
Guyana 
 
Recognising that ICT was a fast growing activity, the trade database in that Member 
State was used to get a profile of the situation in respect of ICT equipment.  The 
Customs authorities assisted by providing information regarding importers.  The Guyana 
Telephone and Telegraph Company had been approached to provide statistics on ICT 
to the Government. 
 
Saint Lucia 
 
Some work had been done in the area of statistics on ICT.  In this regard, an ICT 
module had been added to the Labour Force Survey.  This would allow the constant 
monitoring of Internet, cellular and other important high growth areas in information and 
communication technology.  Four questions had also been included in the household 
survey.  A business establishment survey on ICT use had been conducted during the 
months of September and October 2004.  The results of this survey were not yet 
available.  The CSO was collaborating with the Office of the Prime Minister to have 
these available.  The European Union had expressed an interest in getting small 
businesses to make greater use of ICT. 
 
The British Virgin Islands 
 
In the British Virgin Islands, there was no special effort in this area.  There were, 
however, some indicators that had been collected from providers.  The BVI had 
mounted an initiative recently, which sought to gather information in respect of Internet 
users.  The data were expected to give insights into the situation as it relates to Internet 
service providers in the entire market. 
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In the ensuing discussion, it was recognised that ICT was a fast growing sector and that 
work in the area of ICT was important to the development process.  There was wide 
endorsement of the proposed development work in the area of ICT. 
 
The Meeting acknowledged the work being done in Saint Lucia on the impact of ICT on 
small business, also the work being done in Belize in terms of data collection.  Member 
States were reminded of the need to provide data to the Secretariat.  In this connection, 
particular attention was drawn to Labour Force Surveys. 
 
The ECCB representative highlighted work being done by Member States in extending 
ICT to SUTs.  The point was made that this was an area to be identified for 
collaboration; the contribution of ICT could be measured. 
 
The Meeting stressed the need for collaboration with other agencies and the provision 
of information to the CARICOM Secretariat on all activities at the regional level so that 
information could be shared with all Member States. 
 
The Meeting accepted the recommendation by the Secretariat representative that 
Member States adopt a satellite approach to ICT statistics based on supply and use – 
showing valued information as well as indicators. 
 
Attention was drawn to the imperative of Region to work on the development of a 
definition for “access” to Internet, etc. In this regard, it was suggested that it would be 
useful to contact UNCTAD, since that organisation was doing some work in the area.  
The ECLAC representative affirmed that there currently existed no such definition.  It 
was however indicated that there were a number of areas in which persons were asked 
to state whether they had access.  Member States were also reminded that the 
development of ICT Statistics was a global exercise and that coordination relative to 
definitions should be ensured. 
 
The UNSD representative stated that the UNSD was monitoring developments in 
respect of ICT and was only active in areas that were closely linked to its programme of 
work.  It was suggested that there was need to be aware that there existed a global 
effort in respect of the monitoring of ICT.  In this regard, it was posited that there ought 
to be collaboration at the international level with UNSD and other agencies. 
 
The Meeting also endorsed a call for greater coordination among Member States in the 
area of statistics.  The Secretariat representative suggested that it was important to be 
informed of developments in CEPAL (ECLAC) in Chile.  It was opined that while ECLAC 
needed to keep Member States informed, as a matter of solidarity and duty to each 
other, Member States should share information with each other. 
 
The ECLAC representative offered to share the draft findings of the ICT Survey carried 
out by that organisation in Member States.  The Meeting welcomed this initiative on the 
part of ECLAC.  These findings had highlighted, inter alia, that some Member States did 
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not view ICT as a priority; that there were eight Member States, which had compiled ICT 
statistics; ICT was important to the Region, especially in terms of vulnerability to 
disasters; and that ICT was a means to a higher standard of living. 
 
Attention was drawn to the importance of ICT in terms of health and the delivery of 
services. 
 
Member States were encouraged to take cognisance of research work done previously 
by the University of the West Indies. 
 
THE MEETING: 

 
Noted – 
 
(i) the report by the CARICOM Secretariat on the Development of Statistics on ICT, 

as mandated by Ministers of Information and Communication Technologies; 
 
(ii) the progress reports by the National Statistical Offices Member States on 

National Efforts at Measuring ICT; 
 
Endorsed the proposed development work in the area of ICT; 
 
Recognised that ICT was a fast-growing sector and that work in the area of ICT was 
important to the development process; 
 
Also recognised the work being done in Saint Lucia on the impact of ICT on small 
business, as well as the work being done in Belize in terms of data collection; 
 
Reminded Member States of the need to provide data on ICT collected through the 
2000 Round of Censuses, to the Secretariat; 
 
Emphasised the need for collaboration with other agencies and the provision of 
information to the CARICOM Secretariat on all activities at the regional level; 
 
Suggested a framework for the compilation of ICT statistics comprising a satellite 
approach to ICT, based on supply and use, basic indicators and impact assessment 
studies; 
 
Also endorsed the view that there was need for the Region to work on the 
development of a definition for “access” to the Internet, etc. In this regard, the 
suggestion was made that it would be useful to contact UNCTAD since that organisation 
was doing some work in the area; 
 
Also reminded Member States that the development of ICT Statistics was a global 
exercise and that coordination relative to definitions should be ensured; 
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Further endorsed the call for greater coordination among Member States in this area 
of statistics; 
 
Welcomed the offer made by ECLAC to share the draft findings of the ICT Survey 
carried out by that organisation in Member States; 
 
Encouraged Member States to take cognisance of research work done previously by 
the University of the West Indies; 
 
Further recognised the importance of ICT and the development process, particularly in 
terms of health and the delivery of services, education and similar fields. 
 
9.  FREE MOVEMENT STATISTICS:  ESTABLISHMENT OF A 

STATISTICAL DATABASE TO MONITOR THE CARICOM SINGLE 
MARKET AND ECONOMY 

 
Presented for the consideration of the Meeting, was Paper SCCS/2004/29/5 entitled 
Establishment of a Common System for Free Movement Statistics. 
 
The Secretariat representative reminded the Meeting that the Third and Fourth 
Meetings of Officials on Free Movement had agreed that information on free movement 
should be collected and submitted by Member States to the Secretariat.  In response to 
this mandate, the Statistics Sub-Programme had taken actions that included a 
presentation at the Fifth Meeting of Officials on Free Movement - held in Georgetown, 
Guyana on 4-5 February 2004 - in order to establish a common reporting format. 
 
The Secretariat representative outlined the Elements of a Common Format for 
reporting free movement statistics.  It was indicated that the Statistics Sub-Programme 
had prepared an electronic database format to be implemented using Microsoft Access 
for the compilation and submission of data to the Secretariat by Member States.  The 
Elements of the database had been presented to the Fifth Meeting, as well as, sample 
data in datasheet format. 
 
Attention was drawn to the recommendations of the Fifth Meeting of Officials in respect 
of, inter alia, the inclusion of variables, Country of Birth, Application at port of entry, 
Status of application.  It was also reported that the Fifth Meeting of Officials had agreed 
to the compilation and submission of data by electronic means. 
 
The Secretariat representative also addressed the Implementation of the Free 
Movement System.  In this connection, it was reported that the Statistics Sub-
Programme had been asked to, and had developed a system to monitor the Free 
Movement of Persons.  It was pointed out that the system comprised a data entry 
format to enable the capture of information, and a report format through which the 
results could be disseminated in customised tables. 
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The Attachment to the Paper listed a number of reports available from the free 
movement database system. The Secretariat representative clarified that in the 
context of Free Movement Statistics, what was being measured was the numbers of 
persons applying for skills certificates and not necessarily the number of persons who 
have moved since it is possible for someone to attain a skill certificate that qualifies him 
or her to seek employment in a specific Member State, but not to have moved to that 
Member State. The Secretariat representative further explained that the residence of 
the person at the time the skill certificate is approved is one mechanism through which 
persons who have actually moved, can be detected. 
 
In the ensuing discussion, concerns were raised in respect of the movement of convicts 
and ex-convicts and whether there were any provisions to monitor this.  It was 
suggested that it was important to establish systems to monitor the inflows of persons 
from extra-regional sources, such as the inflow of Brazilians into Guyana. 
 
Attention was drawn to the important role of the immigration authorities in Member 
States and the imperative of sensitising them and engendering appropriate mindsets. 
The Secretariat representative informed the Meeting about measures being put in 
place to address issues pertaining to security under the Free Movement Mechanism.  In 
the discussion that followed, the Meeting recognised the work being done by the 
CARICOM Secretariat in the area of Free Movement Statistics.  The Meeting also 
commended the CARICOM Secretariat on the work done by the CARICOM Single 
Market and Economy (CSME) Unit. 
 
The UNSD representative indicated that the UNSD would study the paper presented 
by the Secretariat with a view to assessing approaches to future collaboration with the 
Secretariat. 
 
THE MEETING: 
 
Noted the presentation by the CARICOM Secretariat relating to Free Movement 
Statistics, specifically, the Establishment of a Statistical Database to Monitor the 
CARICOM Single Market and Economy (CSME); 
 
Recognised the work done by the CARICOM Secretariat in the area of Free Movement 
Statistics; 
 
Commended the CARICOM Secretariat on the work done in this area of statistics; 
 
Welcomed the statement by the UNSD that it would study the paper presented by the 
Secretariat with a view to assessing approaches to future collaboration with the 
Secretariat. 



SCCS/2004/29/REP 
 

 
 

 75

 
10.   STATISTICAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE REGION  
 
10.1 Draft Statistical Programme for the CARICOM Region  
 
Tabled for the consideration of the Meeting, was Paper SCCS/2004/29/3 entitled 
Resolution on Investment in Statistics as a Priority in the Region and the 
Attachments I and II to the Paper containing the Resolution and Suggested 
Elements of a Regional Statistical Programme, respectively. 
 
It was recalled by the Secretariat representative that the call for Governments to 
invest resources in statistics had been made in a Paper presented by the Caribbean 
Community (CARICOM) Secretariat to the Resumed Session of the Eighth Session of 
the Community Council held in Nassau, The Bahamas on 7 July 2001.  At that time, 
specific attention was drawn to the importance of the development of Social Statistics to 
facilitate the production of reliable data sets. 
 
Emphasis had also been placed on the thrust of the Secretariat's Work Programme in 
the area of statistics that centred on the need to harmonise statistics in the Region, 
given the establishment of the CARICOM Single Market and Economy (CSME) and the 
Caribbean Court of Justice (CCJ).  In this regard, efforts were made to encourage 
Member States to document statistical methodologies, the processes of data collection 
and to identify a core set of economic, social, environment and statistics on information 
and communication technology to be produced by all Member States. 
 
The Community Council had mandated the Caribbean Community Secretariat, in 
collaboration with the Standing Committee of Caribbean Statisticians (SCCS), to 
prepare in its Work Programme, a 3-year plan for the improvement of the quality and 
range of statistics available to the Region. 
 
Having regard to reservations expressed at the Twenty-Sixth Meeting of the SCCS in 
Nassau, The Bahamas in October 2001, as to whether statistics is in fact a priority in 
the Region, a resolution affirming the importance of statistics and statistical work in the 
Region, was prepared and later refined at the Twenty-Seventh Meeting of the SCCS.  A 
decision had also been taken that the informal working group that had produced and 
refined the resolution, should design a format for the collection of the information from 
the statistical offices to provide support to the resolution. 
 
The Secretariat had requested Member States to provide information on the finance 
obtained from Governments for the operating of their offices, as well as other 
quantitative and qualitative information on the status and needs of their offices and 
departments. Further, the Secretariat had taken to the Twenty-Eighth Meeting of the 
SCCS, a draft statistical programme for the Region in order to fulfil the request by the 
Council relative to the production of a three-year programme of work in Statistics.  
Against this background, the next steps were identified as the endorsement of the 
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programme of work by the SCCS and the presentation to the next meeting of the 
Community Council by the Secretariat. 
 
During the discussion, the Secretariat representative clarified that comments for the 
statistical authorities in Member States on the Secretariat‘s draft Statistical Programme 
for the Region, were overdue.  The Meeting recommended that the resolution and the 
draft programme be taken to the Fifteenth Meeting of the Community Council for 
consideration.  Consequently, it was suggested and agreed that all comments received 
by the Secretariat prior to the Fifteenth Meeting of the Community Council, would be 
taken into consideration in the refinement of the Draft Statistical Programme and 
incorporated into a presentation to that body. 
 
All Member States were invited to submit their comments to the CARICOM Secretariat 
on the Draft Statistical Programme. 
 
It was suggested that there should be strong lobbying to ensure acceptance of the 
Secretariat’s Draft Statistical Programme for the CARICOM Region.  The Meeting 
commended the CDB, Ms. Linda Hewitt and Ms Lucille Lewis for their contribution to the 
programme through feedback on the proposed programme.  The Meeting also affirmed 
its endorsement of the Resolution prepared by the Standing Committee of Caribbean 
Statisticians (SCCS), as well as the Draft Programme. 
 
It was recognised that there existed a link between the Statistical Programme and the 
need to strengthen national statistical systems. 
 
THE MEETING: 
 
Received a presentation by the CARICOM Secretariat on the Draft Statistical 
Programme for the CARICOM Region; 
 
Commended, in particular, Ms. Linda Hewitt and Ms Lucilla Lewis, both private 
consultants, for their contribution through feedback on the proposed programme on the 
electronic forum executed by the Secretariat; 
 
Endorsed the Resolution prepared by the Standing Committee of Caribbean 
Statisticians (SCCS), as well as the Draft Work Programme, copies of which are at 
Annex IV to this Report; 
 
Recommended that the resolution and the draft programme be taken to the Fifteenth 
Meeting of the Community Council for consideration and approval; 
 
Recognised the link between the Statistical Programme and the need to strengthen 
national statistical systems; 
 
Invited Member States to submit their comments to the CARICOM Secretariat on the 
Draft Statistical Programme; 
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Agreed that all comments received by the Secretariat prior to the Fifteenth Meeting of 
the Community Council would be taken in consideration and incorporated into the 
presentation to the Community Council. 
 
10.2 Issues and Priorities of the International Programme of Work for the 

Development of Statistics in Latin America and the Caribbean 
 
The Meeting received a presentation by UNECLAC on Issues and Priorities of the 
International Programme of Work for the Development of Statistics in Latin America and 
the Caribbean.  This presentation drew attention to the importance placed by UNECLAC 
on Transparency in Governance in the Region and, in this regard, highlighted, inter alia, 
a number of strategy and development issues. 
 
The presenter identified census and household surveys as areas of priority for 
UNECLAC.  In this context, it was observed that UNECLAC had experienced difficulties 
obtaining micro data for the Caribbean Region, which limited the ability of that 
organisation to make comparisons with Latin America.  Some Member States reported, 
however, that they had submitted data for the Social Statistics Database at the micro 
data level. 
 
The Meeting was informed that UNECLAC was in discussion with other regional 
Commissions in the UN system to commence work on an international programme to 
strengthen capacity for monitoring the informal sector. 
 
ICT was identified as another priority for UNECLAC.  In this connection it was stated 
that ICT was developing a project, which, when made official, would be brought to the 
attention of the CARICOM Secretariat, at which time arrangements would be made for 
the finalisation of its implementation. 
 
The ECLAC representative informed the Meeting that the Programme of International 
Statistical Work for Latin America and the Caribbean, July 2003-June 2005 could be 
seen on the web site of the Statistical Conference of the Americas of ECLAC. 
 
THE MEETING: 
 
Noted the presentation by UNECLAC on Issues and Priorities of the International 
Programme of Work for the Development of Statistics in Latin America and the 
Caribbean; 
 
Also noted that information on the Programme of International Statistical Work for Latin 
America and the Caribbean, July 2003-June 2005 could be accessed through the 
website of the Statistical Conference of the Americas of ECLAC; 
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Further noted that data had been submitted by Member States for the Social Statistics 
Database at the micro data level re the Development of Social Statistics Project 
addressed under Agenda Item 6.2.6. 
 
11.   NATIONAL STRATEGIES FOR STATISTICAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
11.1  Overview of the Preparation of National Strategies for Statistical 

Development – PARIS 21 
 
11.2  Development of a National Strategic Plan for Jamaica 
 
11.3  The Vision 2020 Policy Statement of Trinidad and Tobago: 

Implications for National Strategic Plan  
 
11.4  Creating and Fostering a Culture that Understands the Importance of 

Statistics 
 
The Meeting considered Papers SCCS/2004/29/49, SCCS/2004/29/45 and 
SCCS/2004//29/48 entitled National Strategies for the Development of Statistics 
(NSDs), Strategies for the Development of the National Statistical Systems, and 
Creating and Fostering a Culture that Understands the Importance of Statistics, 
respectively.  The Meeting also received a presentation in respect of the Vision 2020 
Policy Statement of Trinidad and Tobago: Implications for National Strategic Plan 
and a presentation by the CDB, which addressed, inter alia, the History of Statistics, 
Statistics as a Public Good, Statistics for Managing Government, Approaches to 
Creating a Demand Culture, and Evidence-based Planning. 
 
In the ensuing discussion, the Meeting commended the presenters representing the 
Caribbean Development Bank (CDB), the Central Bank of Trinidad and Tobago, 
Jamaica, the Central Statistical Office of Trinidad and Tobago and the World Bank, on 
their presentations, particularly in respect of their impact on the ordinary man in terms of 
building capacity. 
 
In respect of suggestions regarding the autonomy of National Statistical Offices, it was 
posited that with autonomy should come funding.  In this connection the view was 
expressed that the lack of funding from governments and the international agencies had 
a negative impact on the level of persons attracted to NSOs, as well as, their pay.  The 
World Bank representative informed the Meeting that a significant amount of financial 
resources would be available to countries under the PARIS21 Work Programme of the 
World Bank and Member States could therefore apply for assistance. 
 
THE MEETING: 
 
Commended the presenters representing the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB); 
The Statistical Institute of Jamaica; the Central Statistical Office of Trinidad and Tobago; 
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and the World Bank on their presentations in respect of their impact on the ordinary 
man; 
 
Welcomed the news that a significant amount of financial resources would be available 
to countries under the PARIS21 Work Programme of the World Bank and Member 
States could therefore apply for assistance; 
 
Also commended the World Bank for being instrumental in rekindling the PARIS21 
initiative; 
 
Noted that Barbados had expressed an interest in collaborating with the CDB in hosting 
the PARIS21 Workshop to be held in March 2005; 
 
Also noted the issues raised in respect of information as a resource; 
 
Recognised that confidentiality was at the centre of the fundamental principles of 
official statistics; 
 
Also recognised that funding was a critical issue for statistical offices across the 
Region, particularly as this related to the attraction and retention of qualified and 
competent staff. 
 
12.   MODERNISATION OF STATISTICAL OFFICES: 
 
12.1  Effective Leadership and Management for Success in National 

Statistics Offices 
 
12.3   Comment by Guyana re: Modernisation of the Bureau of Statistics 
 
12.4  Government’s Value Chain – An Important Key to Economic and 

Social Development 
 
The Bermuda representative made a Power Point Presentation to the Meeting on 
Effective Leadership and Management for Success in National Statistics Offices. 
The Meeting also considered Paper SCCS/2004/29/39 entitled Government’s Value 
Chain – An Important Key to Economic and Social Development.  The Guyana 
representative made a brief presentation regarding the Modernisation of the Bureau 
of Statistics.  This item presented visible example of the importance of management 
not just as a  staff motivational stimulus but also in ensuring that in the implementation 
of technical activities, staff of statistical offices are able to adhere to appropriate 
standards resulting in improvement in the quality of outputs and uniformity in information 
dissemination.  Examples of this in the case of the Bermuda Department of Statistics 
was the training instituted for the 2000 Round of Population and Housing Censuses as 
well as the use of Project Management in the planning stages for the hosting of the 
Twenty-Ninth Meeting of the SCCS.  Further information was made available during the 
discussion on important courses for Statistical Offices. 
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The presentation by Bermuda was followed by a presentation on the Modernisation of 
the Bureau of Statistics of Guyana. The Guyana representative affirmed that Guyana 
intended to approach Trinidad and Tobago and Saint Lucia regarding technical 
assistance for the implementation of the Capacity Building and Modernisation Project in 
that Member State. 
 
It was recognised that funding was a critical issue for statistical offices across the 
Region, particularly as this related to the attraction and retention of qualified and 
competent staff. It was also recognised that confidentiality was at the centre of the 
fundamental principles of official statistics. 
 
There was wide endorsement of the suggestion that consideration be given to the 
staging of a panel discussion, with participation from persons directly involved in 
statistical work, as well as persons outside of the field of statistics and aimed at 
discussing statistical and related issues of concern to the Region. 
 
The Meeting also received a presentation by the representatives of the Central Bank of 
Trinidad and Tobago. Underscoring the presentation was the need for statistical 
departments, agencies and international organisations to collaborate. 
 
THE MEETING: 
 
Commended the presenters representing the Central Bank of Trinidad and Tobago 
(CBTT); Bermuda Statistics Department and the Guyana Bureau of Statistics on their 
presentations, particularly in terms of building capacity; 
 
Noted the stimulating presentation by Guyana on its Modernisation Project; 
 
Also noted that Guyana expected to approach Trinidad and Tobago and Saint Lucia for 
assistance for the implementation of the Capacity-Building and Modernisation Project in 
that Member State; 
 
Endorsed the suggestion that consideration be given to organising a panel discussion 
involving persons directly involved in statistical work, as well as persons outside of the 
field of statistics, to discuss statistical and related issues of concern to the Region.  
Such issues included national strategies and the modernisation of statistical systems. 
 
12.2 Current Statistics on the Establishment of the Statistical 

Commission in Jamaica 
 
This Agenda Item was subsumed under Agenda Item 11.2. 
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13.  PROSPECTS FOR STATISTICAL TRAINING: EVALUATION OF 

EXISTING TRAINING PROGRAMMES: AN ASSESSMENT OF THE 
BESS PROGRAMME AND THE UTECH 

 
The Belize representative made a Power Point Presentation to the Meeting in respect 
of Prospects for Statistical Training: Evaluation of Existing Training Programmes 
– An Assessment of the Bess Programme and the UTECH. 
 
The presentation discussed the Business, Economic and Social Statistics (BESS) 
Programme being offered by the University of the West Indies (UWI) Mona.  It was 
explained that the BESS was a three-year Bachelor of Science degree programme 
established at behest of SCCS to meet needs of NSOs in the CARICOM Region and 
which had started in the late 1980s.  The Meeting was advised that the programme 
consisted of 30 three-credit courses taken over six semesters. 
 
The point was made that continuation of programme was not threatened since courses 
were also taken by students enrolled in other programmes.  In addition, the programme 
required only one summer internship (at end of second year). 
 
It was suggested that despite its name, the programme appeared to be more like a 
straight Statistics programme, with a few courses tagged “for business and social 
sciences”.  The presenter suggested that the programme was divorced from key topics 
that students were likely to encounter in their professional lives.  He also suggested, 
inter alia, that efforts should be made to include national accounts, merchandise trade 
and price indices topics in level 2 or level 3 economics courses, thereby benefiting 
statistics and economic students alike. 
 
The Meeting was informed that the IMF and UNSD were two of the organisations that 
could probably assist with curriculum development. 
 
As regards the Social and Economic Statistics programme offered at UTECH, the 
Meeting was informed that this was a two-module certificate course offered during the 
summer.  Each module was about three months in duration.  This programme had, like 
BESS, started in the late 1980s.  The programme primarily targeted persons interested 
in acquiring general proficiency in the compilation of statistics.  The Programme which 
was described as very practical and relevant to NSOs, saw the involvement of 
professional staff from STATIN and received rave reviews from graduates.  
Consideration was being given to the introduction of an undergraduate programme. 
 
In the discussion that followed, the IMF and UNSD were cited as two organisations that 
could assist with curriculum development. 
 
It was brought to the attention of the Meeting that the Sir Arthur Lewis Institute of Social 
and Economic Research (SALISES) intended to establish a graduate programme in 
statistics that would target a wide cross section of persons.  The intention was to attract 
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as many persons as possible from a wide number of disciplines.  For this reason, the 
course would not be officially referred to as statistics. 
 
It was brought to the attention of the Meeting that a Commonwealth Statistics Meeting 
was scheduled to be held in South Africa in 2005.  There was wide consensus that 
statistical offices should engage in research work. 
 
The Meeting noted the availability of courses in effective leadership, which had 
implications for the unused outputs and efficiency of statistical offices. 
 
The Meeting lamented the fact that training courses in statistics at Munich University in 
Germany would be discontinued, particularly since Member States had benefited greatly 
from these courses.  It was reported however, that some courses would be offered 
online. 
 
THE MEETING: 
 
Commended the Belize representative on his presentation, which highlighted some of 
the options available in the Region in terms of higher education and training in statistics 
and related fields; 
 
Noted that a Commonwealth Statistics Meeting was scheduled to be held in South 
Africa in 2005; 
 
Also noted the suggestion that the IMF and UNSD were two organisations that could 
assist with content development relating to organisation of statistical offices; 
 
Endorsed the view that statistical offices should engage in research work; 
 
Welcomed the intention of the Sir Arthur Lewis Institute of Social and Economic Studies 
(SALISES) to establish a graduate programme in statistics that would target a wide 
cross section of persons; 
 
Further noted, with regret, that the current year was the last for training in statistics at 
Munich University in Germany; 
 
Noted the availability of courses in effective leadership as they can lead to unused 
outputs and efficiency of statistical offices. 
 
14.   ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
14.1   Venue for the Thirtieth Meeting of the SCCS 
 
The Jamaica representative informed the Meeting that Jamaica was willing to host the 
Thirtieth Meeting of the SCCS.  The point was made that the Thirtieth Meeting of the 
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SCCS would also mark the Thirtieth anniversary of the SCCS.  Consequently, it was 
agreed that the Thirtieth anniversary needed to be fittingly celebrated. 
 
Delegates extended their congratulations to the organisers for a very productive 
Meeting. 
 
THE MEETING: 
 
Welcomed Jamaica’s offer to host the Thirtieth Meeting of the SCCS; 
 
Recognised that the Thirtieth Meeting of the SCCS would also mark the Thirtieth 
anniversary of the SCCS, which meant that it needed to be fittingly celebrated. 
 

CLOSE OF MEETING 
 
There being no other business, the Meeting ended with an exchange of courtesies. 
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LIST OF DELEGATES 

 
 

THE BAHAMAS 
 
Mr. Charles Stuart   - Director 
      Department of Statistics 
      Ministry of Finance 
      P O Box N 3904 
      Nassau 
      Tel. No.:   242-502-1006/242-325-5434 
      Fax. No.:  242-325-5149 
      Email:      dpsdp@batelnet.bs or 
            charlesstuart@bahamas.gov.bs 
 
 
BARBADOS 
 
Ms. Angela Hunte   - Director 
      The Statistical Office 
      Third Floor, National Insurance Building 
      Fairchild Street 
      Bridgetown 
      Tel. No.:   246-427-7396 
      Fax. No.:  246-435-2198 
      Email:       barstats@caribsurf.com 
 
 
BELIZE 
 
Mr. Glenford Avilez   - Chief Statistician 
      Central Statistical Office 
      Ministry of Budget Management 
      Ministry of Finance Building 
      Belmopan 
      Tel. No.:   501-822-2207 
      Fax. No.:  501-822-3206 
      Email:      gjavilez@yahoo.com 
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GRENADA 
 
Mr. Curlan Gilchrist   - Director 
      Central Statistical Office 
      The Financial Complex 
      Ministry of Finance 
      The Carenage 
      St. George’s 
      Tel. No.:   473-440-1369 
      Fax. No.:  473-440-4115 
      Email:       gogstats@hotmail.com 
 
 
GUYANA 
 
Mr. Lennox Benjamin  - Chief Statistician 
      The Bureau of Statistics 
      P O Box 542 
      Avenue of the Republic and Brickdam 
      Georgetown 
      Tel. No.:   592-225-6150/4975 
      Fax. No.:  592-226-2036 
      Email:       montben@yahoo.com 
 
 
JAMAICA 
 
Ms. Sonia M. Jackson  - Director-General 
      The Statistical Institute of Jamaica 
      7 Cecelio Avenue 

Kingston 10 
Tel. No.:   876-926-5311 
Fax. No.:  876-926-1138 
Email:       sonia.jackson@statinja.com 

 
ST. KITTS AND NEVIS 
 
Ms. Beverly Harris   - Chief Statistician 
      Statistics Division 
      Planning Unit  

Ministry of Finance and Sustainable Development 
      P O Box 186 
      Church Street, Basseterre 
      Tel. No.:   869-465-2521 
      Fax. No.:  869-466-7398 
      Email:       stats@caribsurf.com 
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SAINT LUCIA 
 
Mr. Edwin St. Catherine  - Director 
      Statistics Department 
      Ministry of Finance and Economic Affairs 
      C/o Chreiki Building 
      Micoud Street 
      Castries 
      Tel. No.:   758-453-7670 
      Fax. No.:  758-451-8254 
      Email:       Edwin_st_Catherine@msn.com or 
              edwins@stats.gov.lc 
 
 
ST. VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 
 
Mr. Selwyn Allen - Chief Statistician 
  Statistical Office 
  Central Planning Division 
  Ministry of Finance and Planning 
  Kingstown 
  Tel. No.:   784-457-2921 
  Fax. No.:  784-456-2430 
  Email:       statssvg@vincysurf.com 
 
 
SURINAME 
 
Mr. Iwan Sno - Director 
  General Bureau of Statistics 
  Klipstenen Straat 5 
  P O Box 244 
  Paramaribo 
  Tel. No.:   597-473-927/597-474-061 
  Fax. No.:  597-425-004 
  Email:      dirabs@cq-link.sr 
 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 
 
Mr. Peter Pariag - Director 
  Central Statistical Office 
  80 Independence Square 
  Port-of-Spain 
  Tel. No.:   868-624-2436 
  Fax. No.:  868-625-3802 
  Email:       dircso@wow.net 
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ASSOCIATE STATES 
 
 
BERMUDA   
 
Ms. Valerie Robinson-James - Chief Statistician 
  Department of Statistics 
  P O Box HM 3015 
  Hamilton HMMX 
  Tel. No.:   441-297-7761 
  Fax. No.:  441-295-8390 
  Email:       vrjames@gov.bm 
 
 
BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 
 
Mr. Raymond Phillips  - Deputy Director/Statistician 
      Central Administration Complex 
      Chief Minister’s Office 
      Wickhams Cay 1 
      Road Town 
      Tortola 
      Tel. No.:   284-494-3701 Ext. 3014 
      Fax. No.:  284-494-3947 
      Email:       raymond@candwbvi.net or 
              Rayshay12@hotmail.com 
 
 
TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS 
 
Ms. May Batas -  

 Department of Economic Planning and Statistics 
 South Base 
 Grand Turk 
 Tel. No.:   649-946-2801 Ext. 11215 
 Fax. No.:  649-946-2557 

  Email:       tbholanath@yahoo.com 
 
Mr. Neville Adams - Public Section Investment Officer 

Department of Economic Planning and Statistics 
South Base 
Grand Turk 
Tel. No.:   649-946-2801 Ext. 11210 
Fax. No.:  649-946-2557 
Email:       nevilleadams@hotmail.com or 
                 nadams@gov.tc 
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INSTITUTIONS 

 
CARIBBEAN DEVELOPMENT BANK (CDB) 
 
Ms. Averil Scantlebury - Economic Statistician 
  P O Box 408 
      Wildey 
      St. Michael 
      BARBADOS 
      Tel. No.:   246-431-1647 
      Fax. No.:  246-427-2264 
      Email:       maynas@caribank.org 
 
 
 
CARIBBEAN REGIONAL TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE CENTRE (CARTAC) 
 
Mr. Howard Murad   - Statistics Advisor 

Weymouth Corporate Centre 
      First Floor, ICT New Building 
      Roebuck Street 
      Bridgetown 
      BARBADOS 
      Tel. No.:   246-437-3099 
      Fax. No.:  246-437-3159 
      Email:       hmurad@imf.org 
 
 
CENTRE FOR INTER-DISCIPLINARY RESEARCH 
AND DEVELOPMENT (CIRD) 
 
Ms. Linda Hewitt - Director 
  No. 1 Poolside Phase 2 Maracas 
  St. Joseph 
  TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 
  Tel. No.:   868-663-5431 
  Fax. No.:  868-645-4580 
  Email:       linhew@trinidad.net 
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MAINSTREAMING ADAPTATION TO  
CLIMATE CHANGE PROJECT (MACC) 
 
Mr. Anthony Deyal   - Public Education and Outreach Specialist 

Climate Change Centre 
Central Campus,  
University of Belize, BELIZE 
Tel. No.:   501-822-1081 
Fax. No.:  501-822-1365 
Email:       tdeyal@yahoo.co.uk 

 
EASTERN CARIBBEAN CENTRAL BANK (ECCB) 
 
Ms. Hazel Corbin   - Deputy Director 
      Research Department 
      ECCB Agency Office 
      Sagicor Financial Centre 
      P O Box 741, ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 
      Tel. No.:    268-462-2489 
      Fax. No.:   268-462-2490 
      Email:        hazel.corbin@eccb-centralbank.org 
 
INTER-AMERICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK (IDB) 
 
Mr. Matthew Shearer - Economist/Statistician 
  1300 New York Avenue, NW 
  Washington DC, 20577 
  UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
  Tel. No.:   202-623-1850 
  Fax. No.:  202-623-2169 
  Email:      matthews@iadb.org 
 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO CENTRAL BANK (TTCB) 
 
Mr. Lancelot Busby   - Statistical Advisor 
      Eric Williams Plaza 
      Port-of-Spain 
      Email:    lbusby@central-bank.org.tt 
 
Mr. Kevin Smith   - Economist 
      Eric Williams Financial Complex 
      Independence Square 
      Port-of-Spain 
      Tel. No.:   868-625-4835 Ext. 2536 
      Fax. No.:  868-625-8895 
      Email:       ksmith@central-bank.org.tt 
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UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR 
LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN (UNECLAC) 
 
Mr. Hubert Escaith   - Director 
      Statistics and Economic Projections Division 
      P O Box 179-D 
      Santiago 
      CHILE 
      Tel. No.:   562-2539 
      Fax. No.:  562-210-2472 
      Email:       Hubert.escaith@cepal.org 
 
Mr. Bryan Boxill   - Economic Affairs Officer, Statistics 
      1 Chancery Lane 
      P O Box 1113 
      Port-of-Spain 
      TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 
      Tel. No.:   868-623-5595 
      Fax. No.:  868-623-8485 
      Email:       registry@eclacpos.org 
 
 
UNITED NATIONS POPULATION FUND (UNFPA) 
 
Dr. Leith Dunn   - Assistant Representative  
      60 Knutsford Boulevard 
      Kingston 5 
      JAMAICA 
      Tel. No.:  876-906-8591-2 
      Fax. No.: 876-906-8593 
      Email:      ldunn@unfpa.org 
 
Mr. Carlos Ellis   - Population Data Specialist 
      Tel. No.:  52-55-5250-7977 
      Email:      ellis@unfpa.org 
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UNITED NATIONS STATISTICS DIVISION (UNSD) 
 
Mr. Vladimir Markhonko  - Chief 
      International Trade Statistics Brand 
      2 UN Plaza, Room DC2-1542 
      New York, 10017 
      UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
      Tel. No.:   212-963-5252 
      Email:       markhonko@un.org 
 
Ms. Youlia Antonova  - Inter-Regional Advisor on National Accounts 
      2 UN Plaza, Room DC2-1532 
      New York 10017 
      UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
      Tel. No.:   917-367-3376 
      Fax. No.:  212-963-1374 
      Email:       antonova@un.org 
 
 
UNIVERSITY OF THE WEST INDIES (UWI) 
 
Dr. Godfrey St. Bernard - Research Fellow 
  SALISES 
  TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 
  Tel. No.:  868-662-1002 Ext. 2148 
  Fax. No.: 868-645-6329 
  Email:      gstbiser@tstt.net.tt or 
                  gstbernard@fss.uwi.tt 
 
WORLD BANK 
 
Mr. Haeduck Lee - Senior Economist 
  1818 H Street, NW 
  Washington DC, 20433 
  UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
  Tel. No.:   202-473-6687 
  Fax. No.:  202-522-3645 
  Email:       hlee@worldbank.org 
 
Dr. Yonas Biru - Deputy Global Manager, ICP 
  1818 H Street, NW 
  Washington DC, 20433 
  UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
  Tel. No.:   202-473-1268 
  Fax. No.:  202-522-3669 
  Email:       ybiru@worldbank.org 
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CONSULTANT 
 
Mr. David Dixon - 1701 16th Street, NW #223 
  Washington DC, 20009 
  UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
  Tel. No.:   202-997-3157 
  Email:       daviddixon@yahoo.com 

 
 
 

CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY (CARICOM SECRETARIAT) 
 
 

Dr. Philomen Harrison - Programme Manager 
  Statistics 
 
Mr. Sylvan Roberts - Deputy Programme Manager 
  Statistics 
 
Ms. Beverly Andrews - Senior Project Officer 
  Statistics 
 
Mr. Ronald Joseph - Project Officer 
  Conference Services 
 
Mr. Deoram Persaud - Project Officer 
  Statistics 
 
Mr. Christopher Richards - Administrative Assistant 
  Statistics 
 
Mr. Roger Roopchand - Clerk 
  Statistics 
 
Ms. Michelle Joseph-Chase - Stenographer 
  Conference Services 
 
CONSULTANT 
 
Mr. Osmond Gordon - Census Consultant 
  
 
 

***** 
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        ANNEX II to 
        SCCS/2004/29/REP 

 
 

The 29th Meeting of the Standing Committee of Caribbean Statisticians (SCCS) 
and the 12th Meeting of the Regional Census Coordinating Committee (RCCC) 

Monday, 22nd November 2004 
Fairmont Hamilton Princess Hotel, Bermuda 

Remarks 
The Premier, the Hon. W. Alexander Scott, JP, MP 

 
 

 
Madame Chairman,    
My Cabinet Colleague, the Minister of Finance. 
Dr. Philomen Harris, Program Managaer, CARICOM Statistics Division 
Representatives from CARICOM’s Statistical office 
Chief Statisticians and Delegates 
Representatives from all international organizations 
Chief Statistician, Mrs. Valerie Robinson James 
Ladies and Gentlemen   
 
It is certainly a pleasure to greet all of you gathered for the 29th Meeting of the 

Standing Committee of Caribbean Statisticians and the 12th Meeting of the Regional 
Census Coordinating Committee.  This is a particularly happy occasion for me.  For the 
past 16 months, since becoming Premier, I have travelled throughout the Caribbean to 
attend various CARICOM meetings and have experienced the deep cultural bond that 
links together our small island nations.  Wherever we have been, your governments 
have welcomed us as part of the family with all the courtesies  
and hospitality unique to the Caribbean.  So I am pleased that by your presence in 
Bermuda this week, we will have the opportunity to reciprocate in some small way, the 
many kindnesses you have shown us.   

 
This morning, as we open this meeting, the Government and people of Bermuda 

join me in extending a warm and hearty welcome to all our visitors. We hope that your 
schedule will permit some time for you to enjoy the amenities of our island and the 
friendly hospitality of our people.  I can assure you that the friendships made here will 
go with you for a lifetime. 

 
It is commendable that many have traveled to Bermuda for this meeting so soon 

after the devastating effects of hurricanes throughout the region, particularly in 
Grenada, the Cayman Islands, Jamaica and Haiti.  Our hearts go out to you for your 
many losses.  

 
 I do not think the average Bermudian can even imagine the suffering that exists 

in these islands.  It goes beyond anything we experienced with our worst hurricane, 
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Fabian, that hit Bermuda last year. We were blessed to be able to recover so quickly 
with the help of electricity linesmen from several Caribbean countries and the generous 
donation from CARICOM.  We hope that the hurricane relief we have provided to those 
stricken islands through the Bermuda Regiment, the Bermuda Police Service, and local 
donations will help speed your recovery efforts and restore a sense of stability to your 
people.  

 
As I reflect on the unexpected events that invade the general course of life, such 

as hurricanes and other natural disasters, I am mindful that as human beings, we do not 
like surprises.  We crave to know in order to maintain a sense of balance. Statistics 
helps us to determine the known to a certain degree.  Information generated through 
proven methods of data collection and analysis provide the insight, foresight and 
direction that governments need in order to lay the building blocks for sound socio-
economic decisions that best serve a country’s future development.   

 
Bermuda fully embraced the need for continuous comprehensive statistics just 

before the 1970s when we engaged the first full-time professional statistician, a 
Bermudian who had acquired extensive experience working with Statistics Canada. Like 
all countries, we now know that we must consult statistical indicators before establishing 
policies or plans.     

 
For instance, the data from Bermuda’s 1970 Census Report showed a steady 

increase in the number of white collar workers, an indication of the impact of the rapid 
growth of international finance and supporting services.   This showed that Bermuda’s 
economy was moving away from industries requiring low-skilled labour to an economy 
requiring an abundance of highly-skilled workers.  We are living the reality of that 
forecast today.  It has profound implications for how we educate our children or what 
policies are needed to control immigration. 

 
The 1970 Census data also revealed population and housing trends that have 

translated into the social issues that we wrestle with today.  We could predict, through 
the figures, that the rate of growth in the senior population would surpass the rate of 
new births.  The 2000 Census data has confirmed this.  For the policy makers, the 
ensuing choices are evident.  Better schools or more senior homes?  Child care 
programmes or enhanced medical benefits for the elderly?   

 
Most small island nations, like ours, with limited resources, often think that by 

choosing one need we must automatically discard the other, at least in the immediate 
term.  But should that necessarily be so? 

  
I believe there is a way to address them all.  With a measured long-term plan that 

deals with the urgent needs first, we can, at the same time, lay the foundation for the 
rest.   

 
Last month, our Government unveiled, in the Throne Speech, such a plan that 

articulates all of the issues that demand attention, action and financial resources.  We 
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have called it the Social Agenda.  Simply put, it is a road map that lays out before us the 
many paths ahead that we must take to ensure a meaningful future for our people. We 
recognize that many items on the agenda are interrelated.    We know that we will not 
be able to accomplish all of them at once.  But the Social Agenda gives us a broad 
perspective that allows us to focus on the pressing issues while keeping sight of the 
others.  In the social context, all are important.       

 
Two years ago, we passed legislation making it mandatory for persons to 

respond to our censuses and surveys conducted by the Department of Statistics.  For 
us, this was a bold step. Many people consider surveys an intrusion into their personal 
lives and are unwilling to receive an interviewer.    

 
Yet, in spite of Bermuda’s long history of secrecy, the community is gradually 

accepting that an essential tool for all modern responsive Governments is the 
availability of accurate statistical information, including information on income.  In the 
past, we have experienced continuous challenges with the business community when 
conducting surveys, but I am pleased to note that their level of compliance has 
improved significantly and I commend the Chief Statistician and her excellent staff for 
their concerted efforts to develop relationships of trust among the local businesses. 

 
This Government values the expertise and professionalism of the Department of 

Statistics and is committed to providing the necessary resources and support to ensure 
that they can perform their responsibilities to the highest standards possible.   

 
A few years ago, recognizing that available, accurate statistics are a core 

function of responsible government, we moved the office of the Statistician from the 
Ministry of Finance to the portfolio of the Premier at the Cabinet Office.  There, we have 
been able to give it the prominence it deserves, additional staff, and the funds to 
support their activities.   Our support of Bermuda’s first time participation in the 2003 
International Adult Literacy & Life-skills Survey has led to the Department achieving the 
highest response rate of 82% above all other participating countries.  

 
The Department of Statistics publishes more documents than any other 

department in Government.  Their most recent are two publications, Bermuda’s Social 
Dynamics and Labour Force Trends.  These present analyses of selected topical issues 
emanating from the Census 2000 data.  Some staggering facts emerged that prompted 
a series of challenging questions. Who’s minding Bermuda’s children?  What are we 
doing about our ageing workforce?  Are our young people qualified to occupy positions 
in Bermuda’s sophisticated international business environment? The Baby Boom 
Generation – what jobs do they have? I hope you will have an opportunity to read these 
publications.                                                                                                                                             

 
  As you meet this week to share progress reports of your statistical operations, I 

encourage you to look beyond your professional paradigms to the human concerns that 
flow from the statistical data.  As statisticians, your mandate may only be to provide the 
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figures with the best tools possible, but the time may have come for you to look at closer 
coordination with those organisations that use the data you provide.    

 
Your role as statisticians is vital.  This meeting will provide a forum for 

professional exchange and mutual support so that through the CARICOM partnership 
you will be able to establish processes compatible to each region. Your governments 
depend on you. 

 
As I close, I’d like to wish you a successful and productive meeting in every 

respect and trust that you will leave Bermuda with renewed energy and enthusiasm for 
the challenges ahead. 

 
 
Thank you.     
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



ANNEX III to 
SCCS/2004/29/REP 

AGENDA 
 
 

1. OPENING CEREMONY 
 
2. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
 
3. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 
4. PROCEDURAL MATTERS 
 
5. THE ECONOMIC STATISTICS FRAMEWORK: 
 

5.1 Compilation of Regional Database in National Accounts and the 
Implementation of the 1993 Systems of National Accounts (1993 SNA); 

 
5.1.1 Status Report - CARICOM Secretariat 
 
5.1.2 Progress Report – National Statistical Offices 

 
5.1.3 Overview of 1993 (SNA) Implementation at the International Level 

 
5.2 The Compilation of Merchandise Trade Statistics: 

 
5.2.1 Status Report - CARICOM Secretariat 
 
5.2.2 Progress Report – National Statistical Offices 

 
5.2.3 Reconciliation of Regional Trade Data 

 
5.3 Statistics on International Trade in Services: 
 

5.3.1 Progress Report - CARICOM Secretariat 
 
5.3.2 Progress Report – National Statistical Offices 

 
5.4 Compilation of Statistics on Government Procurement 
 
5.5 Other Areas of Economic Statistics – Status Reports by National 

Statistical Offices 
 

5.6 International Comparison of Prices (ICP) in the Caribbean 
 

5.7 Statistical Capacity Building: Update on the Ninth EDF to Strengthen 
Economic Statistics 
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6. SOCIAL GENDER STATISTICS: 
 

6.1 The CARICOM Programme in Social, Gender Component: 
 

6.1.1 The CARICOM Programme on Strengthening Capacity in the 
Compilation of Social/Gender and Environment Statistics and 
Indicators in the CARICOM Region: 

 
6.1.1.1 Progress Report on Fourth and Fifth Advisory Group 

Meetings – Development of the Social, Gender 
Component 

 
6.1.1.2 Gaps and Deficiencies in Social Statistics: Efforts to 

address these concerns 
 

6.1.2 Status Report – National Statistical Offices – General Progress of 
Work Social Statistics and the Compilation and Submission of 
Core/MDG Statistics and Indicators and the Operations of the 
SIMDG 

 
6.1.3 The Functioning of the Social Indicators Committee in Member 

States with particular reference to the Approaches of Belize, 
Suriname and Bermuda 

 
6.2 Other Regional and International Initiatives in Social Statistics: 

 
6.2.1 Funding Required to Sustain the Process of Capacity Building in 

the CARICOM Region – Outline of Unmet Needs 
 
6.2.2 Collaboration with UNICEF in Guyana on the Child Protection and 

Monitoring Database 
 

6.2.3 Progress on the Multi-Donor Initiative to Support Collection of 
Social Data for Poverty Assessment and Reduction in the  
Caribbean (SPARC)- CDB/DFID/IDB/UNDP/World Bank : 

 
6.2.3.1 Overview 
 
6.2.3.2 Update on the Core Welfare Indicator Questionnaire 

(CWIQ) 
 
6.2.3.3 Progress with respect to Surveys of Living Conditions 

(SLCs) and Country Poverty Assessments (CPAs) in the 
Region. 

 
6.2.4 Advancement of the United Nations Agenda on Setting the Scope 

of Social Statistics and Report on the International Census 
Symposium and Expert Group Meeting 2004 
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6.2.5 Proposed Collaboration between CARICOM Secretariat and the 

UNSD in the Compilation of Information for the Demographic 
Yearbook 

 
6.2.6 Caribbean Labour Market Information System (CLMIS) – 

International Labour Organisation (ILO) 
 

6.2.7 Report on the UNECLAC Project: Development of Social Statistics 
in the Region – Future Outlook 

 
6.2.8 Achieving the Millennium Development Goals in the Caribbean: the 

CDB-UNDP Recent Initiative in Trinidad and Tobago 
 

6.3 Current Issues in the Development of Social Statistics: 
 

6.3.1 An Approach to Analysing and Disseminating Poverty Statistics at 
the Level of Small Areas using Geographic Information Systems 

 
6.3.2 Construction and Interpretation of Poverty Lines and Related 

Poverty Measures and the Application of Time Series Analysis 
 

6.3.3 The Use of Information Technology on Household Surveys:  The 
Case of Bermuda’s Data Collection on the Household Budget 
Survey Using Palmtop Computers 

 
6.3.4 Breaking Tradition: Towards An Alternative Measure of Population 

Aging 
 
7. ENVIRONMENTAL STATISTICS: 

 
7.1 Developmental Work on the Environmental Component of the CARICOM 

Programme: 
 

7.1.1 Fourth and Fifth Advisory Group Meetings: Report on the 
Recommendations to Develop the Environmental Component of the 
CARICOM Programme 

 
7.1.2 Progress Reports by Member States on Developmental Work in the 

Area of Environmental Statistics 
 

7.1.3 The Role of Regional Statisticians in Mainstreaming Adaptation to 
Climate Change 

 
8. MEASURABILITY OF THE INFORMATION COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY 

(ICT) SECTOR 
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8.1 Development of Statistics on ICT as mandated by the Meeting of Ministers 
of Information and Communication Technologies 

  
8.2 National Efforts at Measuring ICT: Progress Reports by National Statistical 

Offices 
 
9. FREE MOVEMENT STATISTICS:  ESTABLISHMENT OF A STATISTICAL 

DATABASE TO MONITOR THE CARICOM SINGLE MARKET AND ECONOMY 
 
10. STATISTICAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE REGION  
 

10.1 Draft Statistical Programme for the CARICOM Region  
 
10.2 Issues and Priorities of the International Programme of Work for the 

Development of Statistics in Latin America and the Caribbean 
 
11. NATIONAL STRATEGIES FOR STATISTICAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

11.1 Overview of the Preparation of National Strategies for Statistical 
Development – PARIS 21 

 
11.2 Development of a National Strategic Plan for Jamaica 

 
11.3 The Vision 2020 Policy Statement of Trinidad and Tobago: Implications for 

National Strategic Plan  
 

11.4 Creating and Fostering a Culture that Understands the Importance of 
Statistics 

 
12. MODERNISATION OF STATISTICAL OFFICES: 
 

12.1 Effective Leadership and Management for Success in National Statistics 
Offices 

 
12.2 Comment by Guyana re: Modernisation of the Bureau of Statistics 

 
12.3 Government’s Value Chain – An Important Key to Economic and Social 

Development 
 
13. PROSPECTS FOR STATISTICAL TRAINING: EVALUATION OF EXISTING 

TRAINING PROGRAMMES: AN ASSESSMENT OF THE BESS PROGRAMME 
AND THE UTECH 

 
 
 
14. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

14.1 Venue for the Thirtieth Meting of the SCCS 
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***** 


