REPORT

OF THE

TWENTY-EIGHTH MEETING

OF THE

STANDING COMMITTEE OF

CARIBBEAN STATISTICIANS

CHAIRPERSON: DATE AND VENUE:

Mr. Glenford Avilez 3-5 November 2003

Chief Statistician Providenciales,
Belize Turks and Caicos Islands




SCCS/2003/28/REP.

INTRODUCTION

The Twenty-Eighth Meeting of the Standing Committee of Caribbean Statisticians
(SCCS) was held at the Allegro Beach Hotel, Providenciales, Turks and Caicos Islands
on 3-5 November 2003.

REPRESENTATION

A List of Delegates attending this Meeting is attached as Annex | to this Report.

OPENING CEREMONY

Further to the singing of the Turks and Caicos National Anthem and an opening
prayer, Mr. Delton Jones , Chief Economist and Head of Department, Department of
Economic Planning and Statistics (DEPS), Turks and Caicos Islands welcomed

Delegates to the Twenty-Eighth Meeting of the SCCS and made brief opening remarks.

Mr. Dave Clement, Consultant Statistician, DEPS also made brief remarks and provided
an overview of the work of the DEPS, highlighting the recent completion of the national

census.

Dr. Philomen Harrison, Programme Manager, Statistics, CARICOM Secretariat
conveyed the best wishes of the Secretary-General and Deputy Secretary-General.
She advised that the intention of the Deputy Secretary-General to be present was
affected by other pressing regional commitments. She provided a review of the policy
framework of the SCCS over the past three decades and underscored the need for
creative strategies to address current challenges and to move beyond the constraints of
resources. She reviewed the issues that would be addressed by the SCCS,
emphasising the importance of laying a foundation for the development of a statistical

programme for the Region.
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Dr. Harrison urged Delegates to work assiduously towards making regional
Governments more aware of the importance of statistics, promoting its accessibility and
use, and realising outputs that can lead to the investment in resources in statistics to
enable greater returns. She expressed profound gratitude to the Government and
people of the Turks and Caicos Islands and in particular, the DEPS, for their warm

hospitality and for the excellent arrangements made for the conduct of the Meeting.

The Feature Address was delivered by the Hon. Floyd B. Hall, MLC, CPA, Minister of
Finance and National Insurance, Turks and Caicos Islands who warmly welcomed
delegates to the Islands, and indicated that it was an honour for his country to be
hosting this important statistical meeting. He commended the DEPS for its excellent
work and stressed the importance of clean data, timely and accurate statistics to

national development.

The Minister reaffirmed the commitment of the Turks and Caicos Islands to the ideals of
regional integration and noted his Government’s ongoing interest in working toward the
achievement of those goals. Specific appreciation was expressed to the Donor and
other Agencies present, for their ongoing support to regional statistical development.
The Minister invited Delegates to include in their busy schedule, the opportunity to enjoy
the hospitality of the people of the Turks and Caicos Islands as well as its scenic

beauty, and wished the Meeting every success in its deliberations.

The Meeting witnessed a special presentation to Ms. Averil Scantlebury-Maynard,
Economic Statistician, Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) for her commitment to

statistical development in the Turks and Caicos Islands over two decades.

The Opening Ceremony was punctuated by cultural presentations. Ms. Le Moni

Dean, Statistical Surveys Officer, DEPS gave the vote of thanks.




SCCS/2003/28/REP.

2. LECTION OF CHAIRMAN

Mr. Glenford Avilez, Chief Statistician, Belize, was elected Chairman of the Meeting.

3. ADOPTION OF AGENDA

The Agenda as adopted by the Meeting is attached as Annex Il to this Report.

4. PROCEDURAL MATTERS

The Meeting fixed its hours of work.

5. THE ECONOMIC STATISTICS FRAMEWORK

5.1 The Implementation of the 1993 Systems of National Accounts (1993
SNA):

511 Status Report — CARICOM Secretariat

Presented for the consideration of the Meeting was Paper SCCS/2003/28/3 entitled The
Implementation of the Revised System of National Accounts (1993 SNA).

The Paper provided a synopsis of the proceedings of a regional workshop which was
convened in November 2002 with the objective of assisting Member States in the
implementation of the 1993 SNA. This Workshop was jointly hosted by the Government
of St. Kitts and Nevis and the Eastern Caribbean Central Bank (ECCB). It was
recommended that all countries in the Region strive to meet the recommended and
agreed minimum core set of national accounts statistics promptly. The

recommendations of the Workshop were set out in Attachment | to the Paper.

The Meeting noted that the CARICOM Secretariat, Caribbean Technical Assistance
Centre (CARTAC), the United Nations Statistical Division (UNSD) and EUROSTAT

collaborated in the conduct of the workshop, during which the System of National
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Accounts (SNA) Advisory Group also met. It was reported that the Advisory Group will
assist the Secretariat in the formulation of a multi-year technical assistance programme
reflecting the findings of the workshop. The Group also highlighted the need for
technical assistance to advance implementation of the recommendations of the
Workshop.

The Paper also provided an update on the conduct of two workshops on Tourism
Satellite Accounts (TSA) which were held in March and October 2003, respectively.
The objectives of the workshops included the development of the capacity of Member
States in the area of TSA. Appreciation was expressed to the United Nations Economic
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (UNECLAC) Offices in Chile and Port-
of Spain, Trinidad, the Canadian Tourism Commission (CTC) and the World Tourism

Organisation (WTO) for their inputs into the first Workshop in Trinidad and Tobago.

In the ensuing discussion, the Meeting expressed appreciation to the Government of
Spain, the CARICOM Secretariat and the CTO for their inputs with regard to the TSA
Workshop held in Barbados. It was reported that Belize, Jamaica and Trinidad and

Tobago had commenced the process of establishment of TSA.

THE MEETING:

Noted the conduct of the regional workshop in national accounts which was held in
November 2002 and was hosted by the Government of St. Kitts and Nevis and the
Eastern Caribbean Central Bank (ECCB). This workshop was convened in the context
of assisting Member States in implementing the 1993 SNA and addressing issues,
including concepts and compilation methods of the 1993 SNA, with supporting

exercises;

Commended the collaborative efforts of CARICOM, CARTAC, the UNSD and
EUROSTAT in facilitating the conduct of this workshop;
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Urged Member States to commence implementation of the findings, recommendations,
and conclusions of the workshop which were set out in Attachment | to Paper

SCCS/2003/28/3, and to maximise their limited resources in that regard;
Also noted the proceedings of the SNA Advisory Group which highlighted the need for
technical assistance to enable countries to advance implementation of the above-

mentioned recommendations;

Also commended the Agencies, CARICOM and CARTAC for organising the workshop;

Further commended the Government of St. Kitts and Nevis, thru’ the Statistical

Division Planning Unit of the Ministry of Finance and the Eastern Caribbean Central
Bank (ECCB) for jointly hosting the National Accounts Workshop in 2002;

Welcomed the convening of two workshops in Tourism Satellite Accounts (TSA) in

March and October 2003, which were designed to:

(i) improve the capacity of Member States in the field of tourism statistics;

(i) promote the development of the System of Tourism Statistics;

(iii)  to address issues recommended by the WTO for the development of a TSA;

Commended UNECLAC, Santiago, Chile and Port-of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, the

Canadian Tourism Commission (CTC) and the World Tourism Organisation (WTO) for

their valuable inputs in the organisation and execution of the first TSA workshop in
Trinidad and Tobago, as well as the Government of Spain, the CARICOM Secretariat,
and the Caribbean Tourism Organisation (CTO) for their valuable inputs in the

organisation and execution of the second TSA workshop in Barbados;
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Further noted that Belize, Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago have commenced the

process of compilation of TSA.

5.1.2 Progress Report - National Statistical Offices

The Meeting received progress reports from The Bahamas, Belize, Guyana, Jamaica,
St. Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad
and Tobago, Anguilla, Bermuda, the Cayman Islands, the Turks and Caicos Islands and
the Netherlands Antilles on the implementation of the 1993 System of National
Accounts (SNA) in their respective countries. The highlights of these Reports are set

out below.

The Bahamas

It was pointed out that very little progress had been made with regard to the
implementation of the SNA, due primarily to staff constraints. A core group of field staff
was recruited to gather data in this area. National accounts data were not produced in
a timely manner. The UNSD has been asked to assist in the review of the National

Accounts data. It was expected that there would be rapid progress in this area in 2004.

Belize

There had been cooperation with Sweden with regard to implementation of the 1993
SNA. However, limited data were affecting full implementation. The National Accounts
system had been re-based to 2000. Work on the development of a Tourism Satellite
Account had commenced in cooperation with the Central Bank and the Tourism Board.
An Import Price Index was also being developed as an input into the SNA. Staff

constraints affected the speed of implementation.
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Guyana

Work had commenced on the implementation of the 1993 SNA and specific targets
were set. Staff had been participating in training workshops and new staff had been
recruited with a view to expanding SNA activity. Assistance in this area had been

received from the World Bank.

Jamaica

Focus was being given to the improvement of source statistics under a technical
assistance programme with Sweden, under which short-term consultants were being
deployed. Emphasis was also being placed on compiling GDP in line with the 1993
SNA. The SNAPS software had been installed and work had commenced on the
development of supply and use tables. Plans were being elaborated for a review of the
methodology of the surveys. The Business Register was being expanded to capture
more information and to include micro-enterprises. Work was also being done on the

development of a methodology for production indices.

St. Kitts and Nevis

The National Accounts Questionnaire had been redesigned and work on the Business

Register was almost completed. Staff constraints were affecting the work of the Office.

Saint Lucia

Work had commenced on the implementation of the 1993 SNA and this was expected
to be completed shortly. A cooperation arrangement had been agreed with
the Saint Lucia National Insurance Scheme (NIS), and the National Statistical Office
(NSO) had full access to the NIS Database. With UN ECLAC assistance, a plan for the
conduct of a household income and expenditure survey had been developed. CARTAC

had assisted with the development of quarterly import and export indices. CARTAC had
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also assisted the Saint Lucia NSO with the review of survey instruments for the
collection of data for Supply and Use Tables (SUTs). The NSO would continue to work
with CARTAC and Statistics Sweden on the implementation of the SNAPS Programme
in OECS Countries.

St. Vincent and the Grenadines

Efforts were being made with regard to the updating of the Business Register. Plans
were being made to work with a Consultant in the development of SUTs. A request was

made to CARTAC for assistance in the development in import and export price indices.

Suriname

It was pointed out that the last year had been dominated by activities relating to the
population census. The SNA Section of the NSO was downscaled. However, SUTs
were produced for 1998. A survey of large enterprises was also conducted and a
register would be developed in that regard. Specific focus would be given to

improvement in the quality and timeliness of national accounts.

Trinidad And Tobago

It was pointed out that the preliminary integrated accounts for 1999 had been
completed. Constant prices had been revised to the 2000 base and the preliminary
estimates of GDP by sector for 2003 were being produced. There had been
cooperation with CARTAC in the production of SUTs. Work was also in progress on
national health accounts. Trade in services with regard to Mode 3 — commercial
presence - was also being measured. A business register was also being maintained.
Staff constraints, as well as the slow response rate to sample surveys, impeded the

desired progress in the work of the NSO.
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Anquilla

There had been cooperation with the business community to develop a comprehensive
business register. Eighty per cent of the questionnaires had been completed. The
ECCB had trained two staff members in the area of National Accounts. A Government-

produced table in this area had been sent to the ECCB for assessment.

Bermuda

It was reported that Supply and Use Tables were already developed and efforts were
being concentrated on the training of staff for the production of SNA statistics. A
consultant had been recruited in this regard and attention would be paid to the different
areas of national accounts, including trade data and the conversion of FOB to CIF

costs.

Cayman Islands

Currently, with political support, a proposal was being developed for the production of
GDP and Balance of Payments statistics. A report on work in the area of SNA would be

presented to the next meeting of the SCCS.

Turks And Caicos Islands

A good Business Register had been developed and a survey officer had been recruited
to collect data from business establishments and to keep the Register current.
Questionnaires had been developed targetting various industries including tourism,
banking, and construction. The information collected would be used to develop
estimates for the production account and to assess the contribution of the specific
industries to the GDP. The first estimate of the GDP would be produced by 30

November 2003. Two officers had been identified for training.
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Netherlands Antilles

Work had commenced on SNA and the first publication in this regard, had been issued
in October 2003. This report, which is available in English, covered a period of four
years and the base year was 1996. Short-term indicators for 200-2002 would also be

published.
In the ensuing discussion, it was pointed out that the CARICOM Secretariat was
planning a workshop on the SUT incorporating TSA to support the developmental thrust

of Member States in this area.

It was explained in response to an enquiry, that the Associate Member States had not

been informed about the TSA Workshop due to limitations of space and related issues.

THE MEETING:

Expressed appreciation for the Progress Reports on the implementation of the 1993

System of National Accounts which were presented by The Bahamas, Belize, Guyana,
Jamaica, St. Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname;
Trinidad and Tobago, Anguilla, Bermuda, the Cayman Islands, the Turks and Caicos
Islands and the Netherlands Antilles. These reports highlighted, inter alia, the differing
stages of implementation in the respective countries and the lessons being learnt in the

process;

Noted the intention of the CARICOM Secretariat to organise a practical-oriented
workshop on the Supply and Use Tables (SUT) incorporating Tourism Satellite
Accounts (TSA) to support the developmental thrust in this area, as indicated by the

progress reports of the respective countries;

Also expressed regret to the Associate Member States for not inviting or informing

them about the TSA Workshop, due to limitations of space and related issues.

10
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51.3 The 1993 (SNA) Implementation Strateqy in the OECS Sub-Region
and Status

The ECCB representative reported on the work done by the ECCB in the OECS
Member States with regard to the implementation of the 1993 SNA. This work was

being executed in the context of the need to ensure harmonisation and comparability of
national accounts within the OECS. She noted that the long-term objective of the ECCB
was the phased implementation of a version of the 1993 SNA by 2008. In the short
term, efforts were being made to expand SNA compilation of SUTs. Workshops were
being conducted to strengthen the capacity of NSO staff. Quarterly GDP indicators

were being produced and this would be expanded to quarterly national accounts.

THE MEETING:

Expressed appreciation for the work being done by the ECCB in support of the

implementation of the 1993 System of National Accounts in the OECS.

51.4 Overview of the 1993 (SNA) Implementation — UNSD

The UNSD representative provided an overview of the work done by the UNSD in

monitoring the implementation of the SNA in the 191 countries of the UN system. This
work was being done in collaboration with a number of agencies including the
International Monetary Fund (IMF), World Bank, the Organisation for Economic
Cooperation in Development (OECD) and EUROSTAT. A full report on the monitoring
exercise would be available at the United Nations Statistical Commission. The 1993
SNA was being updated and it was expected that this would be completed by 2008. It
was pointed out that the new SNA would not be different conceptually from the 1993
SNA, but some areas which were not addressed in the 1993 SNA would be addressed

in the update.

11
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The Meeting was informed that the UNSD would be recruiting a regional adviser for
national accounts in December 2003 and that this officer would be available to the
Region. It was also pointed out that the United Nations handbooks on national
accounts were available on request and that these could also be downloaded from the

United Nations website.

In the ensuing discussion, the CARTAC representative outlined the work of that

agency in the area of methodology through the conduct of a workshop. Work was also
being done on the SNAPS Programme and on the SUTs in collaboration with the
ECCB. It was reported that the CARTAC expected to conduct a course on methodology
in 2004. The Meeting was also informed that work on export price indices was being

hampered by poor quality data.

THE MEETING:

Noted with appreciation, the work of the UNSD in monitoring the implementation of
SNA at the global level and its assistance to countries of the Caribbean Region in that

regard;

Welcomed the information that a regional adviser for national accounts would be

recruited in December 2003 and would be available to the Region;

Also noted the availability, upon request, of United Nations handbooks on national

accounts, which could also be downloaded from the United Nations website.

5.2 The Compilation of Merchandise Trade Statistics:

5.21 Status Report — CARICOM Secretariat

Presented for the consideration of the Meeting was Paper SCCS 2003/28/4 entitled
Status of Merchandise Trade Statistics. The improved timeliness of submission and

quality of trade data submitted to the Secretariat by Member States were recognised,

12
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but it was observed that further effort was needed to meet the April deadline for
submission of the previous year’s data. It was noted that as some Member States had
been receiving technical assistance with regard to trade statistics development and this
has borne fruit, particularly with regard to St. Kitts and Nevis, which was the only

Member State to have submitted its data early.

These data were being processed by the Secretariat and had been used in the
upgrading of the regional Trade Information System (TRADSYS) in the context of
enabling online searches to users. The Secretariat was also developing a Correlation
Table linking the Revised Harmonised Commodity Description and Coding System (HS)
with the Standard International Trade Classification (SITC Rev.3). This Table was
being verified by a Consultant.

It was also reported that the Secretariat participated in a Workshop on the Introduction

of the New Eurotrace which was held in Lomé, Togo in June 2003.

In the ensuing discussion, the EUROSTAT representative indicated that the new

Eurotrace software was being pilot tested in some countries and that a meeting for the
training of trainers in the use of this tool was being organised. It was stated that the
latest version of this tool was available on CD and a copy would be given to the

Secretariat. Additional information on the tool was available on the Eurostat website.

It was also pointed out that further training at the regional and national levels would be
needed in the context of the acquisition of this new tool and that the strategy would be

to use regional organisations to install, provide training and maintain this tool.

13
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THE MEETING:

Noted the ongoing work with respect to the compilation of a regional trade statistics
database by the CARICOM Secretariat, which has been characterised by a modest
improvement in the quantum, quality and timeliness of submission of trade data by

Member States;

Welcomed the technical assistance and other initiatives being launched to assist some
Member States with regard to both data gathering and the timely submission of quality

data to the Secretariat;

Urged Member States to make every effort to submit their annual trade data to the

CARICOM Secretariat by the end of the first quarter of the following year;

Applauded the efforts of the Secretariat for its developmental work to upgrade the
regional trade information system and on the correlation table linking the Harmonised
Commodity Description and Coding System (HS) to the Standard International Trade
Classification (SITC);

Received the efforts from the EUROSTAT representative which highlighted, inter alia,
that the new Eurotrace software was being pilot tested in some countries and that a

meeting for the training of trainers in the use of this tool was being organised,;

Also _noted the participation of the CARICOM Secretariat in the workshop on the
introduction of the New Eurotrace which was held in Lome, Togo in June 2003;

Recognised that further training at the regional and national levels would be needed in

the context of the acquisition of the new Eurotrace software;

14
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Further noted that this tool was available to Member States and that a set of CD’s will

be provided to the Secretariat. Further information on the new Eurotrace tool could be
obtained from the EUROSTAT website.

5.2.2 Progress Report — National Statistical Offices

The Meeting received progress reports on the compilation of merchandise trade
statistics from Belize, Guyana, Jamaica, St. Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, St. Vincent
and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, Anguilla, Bermuda, the Cayman
Islands, the Turks and Caicos Islands and the Netherlands Antilles. The highlights of

these reports are set out below.
Belize
Good progress was being made in the compilation of merchandise trade statistics with

the ASYCUDA software. Information was available up to 2003. There was interest in

the preparation of import and export price indices.

Guyana

The data for 2002 were being cleaned with a view to publication. Fuel imports were
being edited, as well as eight exports. There were growing demands for statistical data

from the Ministry of Foreign Trade.
Jamaica
Monthly trade data was being produced with a time lag of six months. Efforts were

being made to reduce this lag to three months. A three-year IDB project had

commenced and would focus on the modernisation of the trade data system.

15
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St. Kitts and Nevis

Efforts were being made to convince the Customs Department of the need to process
trade data with a view to ensuring consistency. Key-punching was still being practiced.

A request was made for an updated CET in database format.

Saint Lucia

Key-punching had been discontinued and work was being done on the production of
quarterly import/export price indices. It was pointed out that information on the quantity
side was deficient, while information on the value side was adequate. It was recognised
that staff should be deployed more effectively with a view to doing consistency checks.
An interest was expressed in participating in the workshops on the new version of
Eurotrace and in that context, a schedule on the conduct of such workshops was

requested from Eurostat.

St. Vincent and the Grenadines

It was reported that clean trade data for 2002 were available, as well as data for exports
up to August 2003. Data on imports up to the third quarter of 2003 were also available.
It was reported that the trade data were printed at the Government Printery and took

more time than was desirable.

Suriname

It was reported that trade data were available up to February 2003. A fire at the NSO

affected the computer network and work was being done on a stand-alone computer.

Work on the census had been downscaled in March 2003.

16
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Trinidad and Tobago

Monthly bulletins were being produced up to July 2003. Trade indices for the first
quarter, as well as economic indicators for trade for the second quarter of 2003 were
also published with a three-month time lag. The slow receipt of data affected the
timeliness of publications. Efforts were being made to address this matter with the

Head of the Customs Department.

Anguilla

Support was being received from CARTAC with regard to statistics relating to quantities.
It was pointed out that Anguilla was using the 1998 version of Eurotrace and that an
updated platform was needed.

Bermuda

The 2003 adjusted trade data were being produced. It was pointed out that the

Customs Department was encountering difficulties in the implementation of the HS.

Cayman Islands

It was reported that import statistics were released in September 2003. Focus was
being given to implementation of the HS system in 2004, with a view to providing timely

import data.

Turks and Caicos Islands

Monthly data files were received from the Customs Department. Work was also being

done on an updated version of Eurotrace.

17
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Netherlands Antilles

It was pointed out that data for 2002 were processed and published in October 2003.
These data were also sent to the UNECLAC database. The HS was being implemented
by the Customs Department and plans were being made to implement Eurotrace.
CARICOM Secretariat’'s assistance was requested in this venture. Customs was
working towards implementing ASYCUDA in 2004.

THE MEETING:

Noted the progress Reports of the above Member States on the compilation of

merchandise trade statistics.

5.3 Statistics on International Trade in Services:
5.3.1 Progress Report — CARICOM Secretariat
5.3.2 Progress Report — National Statistical Offices
5.3.3 Status Report — UNSD

Presented for the consideration of the Meeting was Paper SCCS 2003/28/2 entitled

Statistics on International Trade in Services — Advancement of the Process.

It was recalled that in 2001 and 2002, the Secretariat had conducted a situational
assessment of the capacity of Member States to produce services statistics. Under a
CIDA-funded project, efforts were also made to stimulate work and to build the capacity
of Member States to produce these statistics through sensitisation of the conceptual
framework; classification systems; and bringing the users and producers of these
statistics together. The Secretariat has also begun the search for funding and technical

assistance for the collection and compilation of trade in services statistics.

18



SCCS/2003/28/REP.

It was recognised that a significant amount of trade in services statistics existed in the
Balance of Payments and National Accounts. Member States were urged to evaluate
the data available in these sources as part of the foundational work necessary for the
compilation of trade in services statistics. Such an evaluation could also assist in the
identification of gaps and deficiencies in the data and assist in the building of a register

as a start to the process of enabling the production of these statistics.

The Secretariat had also drafted Terms of Reference to recruit a Consultant to prepare
guidelines that could facilitate a common approach to the production of international

trade in services statistics.
Selected Member States reported on their respective experiences in this area and it
was observed that the development of international trade in services statistics was a

relatively new area. The highlights of these Reports are set out below.

The Bahamas

Data on International Trade in Services had to be gathered from other agencies and to
fulfill that function, there would be need for capacity-building in NSOs. It was
suggested that there should be focus on building the statistical system outside of the
NSO. It was noted that Central Banks could collect statistics on balance of payments

and the collection of data by other agencies would have to be coordinated.

Saint Lucia

A project document on the reorientation of data to focus on the collection of data on was

being developed. The need for resources was also highlighted.

19
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Trinidad and Tobago

NSOs were not aware of the uses of statistics on International Trade In Services (TIS)
and there was need for resources for the production of such statistics. It was explained
that the Business Register, Balance of Payments and Tourism Satellite Accounts could
be used as sources of data on TIS and that a start could be made with the data that

were available.

In the ensuing discussion, it was reiterated that there was agreement on the need for
capacity development in the respective National Statistical Offices to underpin the
collection and compilation of such statistics. It was also pointed out that the statistical
systems outside of National Statistical Offices, including those of Central Banks needed

to be strengthened in a coordinated way.

It was recognised that there was a tremendous amount of data available on Balance of
Payments and National Accounts that could be used as a start, but that technical
assistance would be needed in most countries to launch or stimulate the development

of statistics in this area.
It was recommended that Member States clearly identify their respective needs with
regard to the collection and compilation of international trade in services statistics, so

that a regional programme could be developed around those needs.

The UNSD representative observed that while trade in services statistics was a new

area, the Caribbean was still ahead of many countries in that regard. He informed the
Meeting that international recommendations on trade in services statistics were
available from the United Nations and that country experiences in this area of statistics

could also be accessed on the United Nations website.

20
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THE MEETING:

Noted the efforts of the Secretariat to facilitate the development of services statistics
which include, inter alia, a situational assessment of the capacity of Member States to
produce services statistics and the search for funding and technical assistance for the

collection and compilation of such statistics;

Urged Member States to place emphasis on foundation work to enable the production
of statistics on trade in services, commencing with the evaluation of existing data on

trade in services from the Balance of Payments and National Accounts;
Also noted the preparation by the CARICOM Secretariat of terms of reference to recruit
a consultant to compile detailed guidelines that can enable a common approach to the

production of statistics on International Trade in Services;

Further noted the interventions of Member States which highlighted, inter alia, that the

development of trade in services statistics was a relatively new area for many countries
and territories, and that there was need for capacity-building and technical assistance to

launch or stimulate the development of statistics in this area,;

Accepted the need for a clear identification of the needs of Member States in the area
of Trade in Services statistics so that a regional programme could be developed around

those needs;

Recognised that there was a tremendous amount of information on trade in services
available in the Balance of Payments, National Accounts and Tourism Satellite
Accounts and reiterated that countries should commence the development of Trade in

Services statistics with these existing sources of data;
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Noted that international recommendations on Trade in Services Statistics were
available from the UN and that country experiences on this area could also be accessed

on the UN website.

5.4 Other_Areas of Economic Statistics — Status Reports by National
Statistical Offices

The Meeting received reports from Belize, Jamaica, Saint Lucia, Suriname, Trinidad
and Tobago, the Turks and Caicos Islands and Bermuda on other areas of economic

statistics. The highlights of these reports are set out below.

Belize

A Consumer Price Index (CPI) using the base year of 1991 was being produced. A
household expenditure survey would be conducted to update the base year. A visitor
expenditure survey had been conducted and the processed data being analysed by the
Central Bank and the Tourism Board. A poverty measurement survey was also
conducted and a report would be produced by December 2003. The expertise
transferred to the NSO during this latter survey was much appreciated.

Jamaica

A monthly Consumer Price Index (CPIl) was being produced using 1988 as the base
year. Funding was being sought to conduct a survey to re-base the CPIl. Quarterly
information on employment and earnings was being produced. Production statistics
reports were also being published. Funding constraints were being experienced by the
NSO.

22
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Saint Lucia

The Michigan Consumer Confidence Survey were being studied and the NSO was
collaborating with the Saint Lucia Chamber of Commerce with a view to conducting a

Business Confidence Survey. Statistics on wages were being produced.

Suriname

The Consumer Price Index for the period ending 30 June 2003 was produced, as well
as a Production Index for the period ending December 2001. Statistics on wages/prices
in the construction industry had been produced for the period ending May 2003. Work

was proceeding on the compilation of selected information from large enterprises.

Trinidad And Tobago

A good CPI was being produced regularly. NSO staff had received training in the
Bureau of Labour Statistics and this had been of great value in the production of an
Index for each area in the labour sector. Appreciation was expressed to the ILO for
assistance in the production of internally comparable indices. With a view to
incorporating new technology in the work of the NSO, there had been collaboration with

a company to host a pilot project relating to new software

Bermuda

In 2004, the NSO would embark on a household income and expenditure survey and
the CPI would be produced on a timely basis. Labour projections would also be
produced. It was also intended to conduct a quarterly survey of construction and
overseas spending by residents. A seasonal adjustment to the monthly CPI would also

be introduced.
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Turks and Caicos Islands

It was reported that due to resource constraints, efforts were being concentrated on
trade, national accounts and population statistics. Specific focus was being given to
tourism statistics with a view to estimating visitor expenditure. Plans were being

formulated to conduct a household budgetary survey.

The ECCB representative outlined the work of her institution in the area of tourism

statistics, pointing out that in 2002, tourism accounted for 50% of the services exported
by the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) and generated US$2.2 billion
in income. In that context, she called for greater collaboration between the National

Statistical Offices and National Tourism Boards.

The UNSD representative requested Member States to acknowledge receipt of a

UNSD questionnaire which had been circulated via e-mail.

In the ensuing discussion, specific appreciation was expressed to the Secretariat for its
support to Member States and Associate Members in their work on the other areas of

economic statistics identified above.

THE MEETING:

Noted the status reports on other areas of economic statistics presented by Belize,
Bermuda, Jamaica, Saint Lucia, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, and the Turks and
Caicos Islands. These reports focussed, inter alia, on developments in areas such as
consumer confidence, employment, labour market information systems, the production
of indices for the manufacturing sector, consumer price indices, methodology

development, staff training and the production of several statistical publications;
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Also noted the work of the ECCB in the area of tourism statistics in the OECS and the
call for greater collaboration between the respective NSOs and the National Tourism

Boards;

Further noted the request for Member States to acknowledge receipt of the UNSD

Questionnaire on National Accounts which was circulated earlier;

Expressed appreciation to the Secretariat for its support to Member States and

Associate Members in the areas of economic statistics referred to above.

5.5 Report on United Nations Workshop on International Economic and
Social Classifications

Presented for the consideration of the Meeting was Paper SCCS 2003/28/11 entitled
Report on United Nations Workshop on International Economic and Social

Classifications.

The Paper provided a synopsis of the proceedings of the above-mentioned Workshop
which focussed on the uses of economic and social classifications in statistics. An
update was given on the International Standard Industrial Classification of all Economic
Activities (ISIC) and the Central Product Classification (CPC) in the Latin America and
the Caribbean Region.

The Meeting also discussed the scope of the ISIC, issues such as statistical units and
treatment of ancillary activities, classification principles, principles for grouping and the
product-activity links. Similarly, the Meeting considered the scope and purpose of the
CPC and the proposal for the aggregation structure, whether it should be ‘industry of
origin based’ or ‘demand based’. In that regard, reference was made to two
questionnaires which the UNSD had sent to all statistical offices with respect to the
revision of the ISIC and the CPC.
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It was recommended that a contact person be designated within each National
Statistical Office to work in the area of classifications. It was recognised that this official
would also serve as a contact point for classifications in the office. Member States were
urged, as a matter of urgency, to implement the ISIC Rev.3.1 at least at the 2-digit level
to ensure international comparability, by 2007 latest, when the revised version will go

into effect.

In the ensuing discussion, the Turks and Caicos Islands representative indicated that

it was difficult to use the concept of ‘value added’ for purposes of classification. He
indicated that it was more appropriate to use ‘revenue’ or ‘sales’ to get an appropriate

assessment. The Jamaica representative stated that ‘revenue’ was used in Jamaica.

He noted that it would be difficult to use ‘value added’ for each establishment. The

Trinidad and Tobago representative pointed out that information was not given to

disaggregate ‘value added’ by product. However, in that regard, the Secretariat

representative pointed out that information was needed at the product level for

statistical purposes with regard to trade in services.

In response to an enquiry from the Saint Lucia representative as to the reason for the

change to ‘value added’, it was explained that the logic of value added related to the
issue of magnitudes, but that where information on value added could not be obtained,

other categories could be used.

The UNSD representative indicated that the matter of the use of ‘value added’ vis-a-vis

‘revenue’ could be raised at a meeting of experts which could be convened on the

occasion of the upcoming UNSD meeting scheduled later in November in New York.

The UNSD was requested to convene a workshop on the issue of classifications in the

Region.
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THE MEETING:

Noted that International Standard Industrial Classification of all Economic Activities
(ISIC) Rev. 3.1 and the Central Product Classification (CPC) 1.1 are currently in effect

and work was continuing on the ISIC and CPC 2007 revision;
Agreed to designate an officer within each National Statistical Office to work in the area
of classifications and to serve as a contact person, recognising that this would not be

the only function of the post;

Encouraged Member States to explore the possibility of using the CPC when collecting
data on International Trade in Services;

Urged Member States to complete and submit the UNSD questionnaire on the ISIC and

CPC revision as soon as possible;

Requested the UNSD to convene a workshop on classifications in the Region.

6. SOCIAL AND GENDER AND ENVIRONMENT STATISTICS
6.1 The CARICOM Programme in Social and Gender Statistics
6.1.1 The CARICOM Programme on Strengthening Capacity in the

Compilation of Social/lGender and Environment Statistics and
Indicators in the CARICOM Region : Status Report — Social/Gender

Component

Presented for the consideration of the Meeting was Paper SCCS/2003/28/9 entitled The
CARICOM Programme on Strengthening Capacity in the Compilation of
Social/lGender and Environment Statistics and Indicators in the CARICOM
Region: Status Report — Social/lGender Component. It was reported that the
implementation plan for the Programme had been finalised in March 2003 and work had
begun in earnest on a number of activities including the drafting of guidelines for the

compilation of indicators; the establishment of National Social Indicators Committees;
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training in the compilation of social and gender statistics; and the preparation of user

manuals.

To date, a number of outputs had been achieved, including the compilation of an
Inventory of Social/Gender Statistics in Member States; the establishment of Social
Indicators and Millennium Development Goals (SIMDG) Committees in some Member
States; and the conduct of workshops on the Harmonisation of Social Statistics in the
Region. In order to guide the ongoing implementation of the Programme through
feedback and suggestions from Member States a questionnaire had been circulated to

Member States.

The Meeting was informed that ongoing work was concentrated in several areas,
including monitoring the compilation of indicators at the national level; planning training
workshops; and technical assistance and monitoring and supporting the work of SIMDG
Committees. Future activities included the execution of training workshops and
technical assistance; completion of the compilation of the metadata; preparation of user

manuals; and the development of a data dissemination strategy.

In the ensuing discussion, the Secretariat representative reported that efforts would

be made to assist Haiti in capacity development and other areas early in 2004. In

response to and enquiry from the Anquilla representative, the Secretariat

representative confirmed that the Overseas Countries and Territories (OCTs) would
benefit from the planned workshops. He also pointed out that the indicators and
metadata would be disseminated on the Secretariat’'s website and a database would

also be developed at the Secretariat.

The Secretariat representative requested Member States to submit their SIMDG

reports to the Secretariat for information and planning purposes. In that regard, the TCI
representative undertook to brief the new TCl government on this matter and to
establish the TCI SIMDG earliest.
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In response to an enquiry from the Saint Lucia representative on whether there could

be a comprehensive programme to back up outputs such as quarterly labour force

surveys, the Trinidad and Tobago representative explained that the major challenge

in that area would be the coordination of statistical systems.

In agreeing with Trinidad and Tobago, The Bahamas representative reported that

monographs on the population census were being published and data on poverty were

being finalised.

THE MEETING:

Noted the Status Report of the Social/Gender component of the CARICOM Capacity

Strengthening Programme referred to at caption;

Applauded the outputs achieved, which included a List of Indicators; an Inventory of
Social/Gender Statistics in Member States; the establishment of the Social Indicators
and Millennium Development Goals (SIMDG) Committees in some Member States and
the efforts to complete this process in all Member States; and workshops on the

harmonisation of social statistics in the Region;

Urged Member States to fully support the programme, commencing with the completion

and submission of the Questionnaire circulated by the Secretariat;

Also noted the current activities in progress, future activities planned, as well as the

constraints facing the programme;

Requested Member States to also submit copies of the reports of meetings of their

respective SIMDG Committees to the Secretariat.
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6.1.2 Development Work on the Environment Component

Presented for the consideration of the Meeting was Paper SCCS/2003/28/19 entitled
Status Report on the Environment Component of the CARICOM Programme to
Strengthen Capacity in the Compilation of Social/Gender and Environment
Statistics in the CARICOM Region. The Paper outlined the preparatory activities
undertaken by the Secretariat in the context of the environmental component of the
CARICOM Programme to strengthen capacity in the compilation of Social/Gender and
Environment Statistics in the Region. The activities were being undertaken pursuant to
a UNSD/CARICOM Project implemented during 2000-2002.

It was pointed out that early in 2004, the Secretariat intended to convene a meeting of
the CARICOM Advisory Group on Statistics to monitor the operation of the Social
Statistics component of the CARICOM Programme and to formulate the Environment

component of the Programme.

In the ensuing discussion, the UNSD was commended for its involvement in the
regional programme to develop environmental statistics particularly with regard to the
abovementioned UNSD/CARICOM Project. Appreciation was also expressed for its
support for the CARICOM Advisory Group.

The view was expressed that due to resource constraints, a minimum list of key
indicators in the area of environmental statistics should be identified. In that context, it
was pointed out that Member States also needed technical assistance to strengthen

capacity for the compilation of environmental statistics.

THE MEETING:

Noted the preparatory activities undertaken by the CARICOM Secretariat with regard to

the environmental component of the CARICOM Programme to strengthen capacity in

the compilation of Social/Gender and Environment Statistics in the Region. These
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activities focussed on the immediate next steps identified in a CARICOM/UNSD Project

component on the Environment;

Commended the UNSD for its involvement in the regional programme to develop
environmental statistics through laying the foundation of the UNSD /CARICOM Project
and supporting the operation of the CARICOM Advisory Group;

Welcomed the information that the Secretariat intends to convene a meeting of the
CARICOM Advisory Group early in 2004 to monitor the operation of the Social Statistics

component and to formulate the Environment component of the Programme;

Agreed that, due to resource constraints, a minimum list of key indicators in the area of

the environment should be identified;

Recognised the need for technical assistance to strengthen the capacity of Member

States to compile environment statistics.

6.1.3 Report on Social Statistics and Environment Programmes from
National Statistical Offices

The highlights of country presentations are set out below.

Belize

One officer was being trained in the area of environmental statistics. Data collection in

this area is ongoing. The Environmental Statistics Programme would be reinvigorated
in 2004.
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Guyana

One staff member was trained in the area of environmental statistics and this person
had been charged with the preparation of a minimum work programme for the area of
environmental statistics. Contacts were being made with the various agencies involved
in the production and use of environmental statistics and site visits were being arranged

and conducted.

Jamaica

In 2002, Jamaica produced an Environmental Statistics Report. Efforts were being
made to make this an annual publication. Environmental Statistics 2003 was being
published and mineral statistics had been included. Results were also available on

environmental protection expenditure.

Saint Lucia

A Compendium of Environmental Statistics was produced through a collaborative
effort among the stakeholders. Appreciation was expressed to the UNSD for facilitating

Saint Lucia’s participation in the Twenty-Eighth Meeting of the SCCS.

Suriname

In November 2002, a Workshop on environmental statistics was conducted. Selected
Environmental Statistics was also published. Efforts were being made to publish a

subsequent issue of this document in 2004.

In the ensuing discussion, the collaboration and cooperation between National
Statistical Offices and all stakeholders in order to produce environmental statistics was

underscored.
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Appreciation was expressed to the UNSD, United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP), United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and United Nations Children Fund
(UNICEF) for their support in facilitating the attendance of participants from regional
agencies and National Statistical Offices at various meetings to address issues relating

to statistics.

THE MEETING:

Received reports on social statistics and environment programmes from Belize,
Guyana, Jamaica, Saint Lucia, and Suriname. These reports focussed, inter alia, on
data-gathering activities, the production of environment statistics and the production of

environmental statistical publications;

Agreed that for the successful production of environmental statistics, there should be

collaboration and cooperation between National Statistical Offices and all stakeholders;

Commended the United Nations Statistical Division (UNSD), United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and
United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF) for supporting the attendance of participants

from the regional and National Statistical Offices at various meetings.

6.1.4 Report on Workshop — Towards the Harmonisation of Social
Statistics in the Region: Further Advancing the Regional Statistical
Programme

Presented for the consideration of the Meeting was Paper SCCS/2003/28/15 entitled
Report on Workshop Towards the Harmonisation of Social Statistics in the
Region : Further Advancing the Regional Statistical Programme. It was pointed out
that pursuant to the establishment of the SIMDG Committees in Member States and in
the context of establishing standard definitions and methodologies to be used in
computing selected statistics and indicators for purposes of work towards achieving the

Millennium Development Goals, a Workshop had been held in Grenada in August 2003
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to initiate the process of harmonising existing metadata in the Sub-Region, in the area
of Social/Gender Statistics. Its major objective was to develop a strategy to obtain
harmonised concepts, definitions and methodologies to ensure comparability of data

across Member States.

Due to resource constraints, nine Member States were invited to participate in the
Workshop. Eight Member States were able to participate in the Workshop which
focussed on the harmonisation of statistics in such areas as education, health,
population, poverty and crime. The Meeting was advised that it is intended to convene

a similar Workshop in 2004 for the remaining Member States.

The recommendations of the Workshop included:

(i) the need to involve all the stakeholders at the national and regional levels to carry

forward the work on the respective issues;

(i) the need to establish Technical Advisory Groups in the area of social statistics to

operationalise the process of harmonisation; and

(i)  the need to harmonise CARICOM indicators, with other indicators coming out of
other international agencies such as the Pan American Health Organisation
(PAHO) and United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation
(UNESCO) in order to avoid duplication of effort;

In the ensuing discussion, the Meeting commended the International Labour
Organisation (ILO) for its work in the Region in the area of labour market statistics. It
also welcomed the disposition of the UNDP and the World Bank to source funding for

the advancement of the Regional Statistical Programme.

The UNSD representative informed the Meeting that a UNSD expert in crime statistics

was available to provide assistance to the Region in this area.
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THE MEETING:

Noted the Report of the Workshop on the Harmonisation of Social Statistics in the
Region: Further Advancing the Regional Statistical Programme. This Workshop,
which was held in August 2003 in Grenada, gave specific focus to issues surrounding
the harmonisation of statistics in areas including education, health, population, poverty

and crime;
Welcomed the intention to convene a similar workshop in 2004 for those Member
States that had not been invited to participate in the first workshop due to resource

constraints;

Accepted the need to establish Technical Advisory Groups in the area of social

statistics to operationalise the process of harmonisation;

Also noted that SIMDG Committees had been established in twelve Member States;

Reaffirmed the importance of involving all stakeholders at the national and regional

levels to advance the work on the respective issues, particularly those relating to health;

Commended the ILO for its work in the Region in the area of labour market statistics;

Also welcomed the disposition of the UNDP and the World Bank to source funding for

the advancement of the Regional Statistical Programme;

Further noted that a UNSD expert in crime statistics was available to render assistance

to the Region in this area;
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6.2 UNSD Initiatives in Social Statistics
6.2.1 Setting the Scope of Social Statistics
6.2.2 Expert Group Meeting on the Demographic Yearbook

The UNSD representative expressed appreciation for the kind comments on the
UNSD/CARICOM Project and informed the Meeting that this Project had been

replicated in other countries. He assured the Meeting of UNSD’s commitment to the

ongoing partnership with the Region in statistical development. He also outlined
UNSD’s programme of activities in the area of social/demographic statistics which are
planned for 2004. These include workshops on international migration statistics; an
experts group meetings on sampling techniques for household surveys in December
2003; an experts group meeting on social statistics in May 2004; and a symposium on
future censuses in 2004. Countries were invited to signal their interest in participating in
the UNSD’s programme of activities. The Meeting was advised that the UNSD will also

sponsor fellowships in 2004.

The Meeting was also informed that the Expert Group Meeting to Review the United
Nations Demographic Yearbook System would be held in New York on 10-14
November 2003. Several issues including data collection and dissemination would be
addressed. The UNSD would also make its Demographic Yearbook Database available

to the Secretariat.

In the ensuing discussion, in response to an enquiry, it was pointed out that the UNSD
does not fund developed countries and an investigation would be made with regard to
the funding of protectorates. The OCTs requested long notice of the workshops and
expert group meetings of the UNSD with a view to seeking funding for their
participation. Te OCTs indicated that they would be wiling to fund their own

participation, where possible.
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THE MEETING:

Welcomed the commitment of the UNSD to continue the partnership with the Region in

the development of social statistics and statistics in general;

Noted the UNSD’s programme of activities in the area of social/demographic statistics
planned for 2004. These include, inter alia, workshops on international migration
statistics, experts group meetings on issues including social statistics and sampling

techniques, and a symposium on future censuses;

Also noted that the Expert Group Meeting to Review the United Nations Demographic
Yearbook System would be held in New York on 10-14 November 2003. This Meeting
would address issues including data collection, coverage and completeness, and data

dissemination;

Further noted the interest of the OCT’s in participating in workshops on migration

statistics and other issues of interest and their disposition to pay or seek funding for

their participation in such activities.

6.3 Other Initiatives in Social Statistics:

6.3.1 Multi-donor Initiative to Support Collection of Social Data for Poverty
Assessment and Reduction in Caribbean Countries

The World Bank representative informed the Meeting that progress was being made

with regard to consensus-building among donors for the support of statistical
development in the Region. In that regard, a project was being designed to support the
collection of social data for poverty assessment and reduction in the Caribbean. Focus
would be given to the improvement of capability to collect data, as well as the

improvement of methodology and dissemination of data.
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It was pointed out that US$3.2M were needed for poverty assessment, the conduct of a
regional conference and the convening of workshops. Of this amount, US$1.5M were
already mobilised. Part of this amount would be allocated to the OECS Secretariat and
US$0.2M would be allocated to the CARICOM Secretariat for social statistics. The IDB
had pledged US$0.3M and would work with the CDB to assist countries in the area of
poverty assessment. The UNDP had also mobilised US$0.2M.

In the ensuing discussion, reference was made to the availability of funding for survey
planning. It was reported that experience had demonstrated that the Core Welfare
Indicator Questionnaire (CWIC) was an efficient and cost effective instrument for the

collection and processing of household information.

THE MEETING:

Noted that progress was being made in the area of consensus-building among donors
and that consideration was being given to the design of a project to support the

collection of social data for poverty assessment and reduction in the Caribbean;

Also noted that US$3.2M were needed for poverty assessment, the conduct of a

regional conference and the convening of relevant workshops;

Expressed appreciation for the mobilisation of US$1.5M, part of which would be
allocated to the OECS Secretariat, and from which US$ 0.2M would be disbursed to the
CARICOM Secretariat for social statistics;

Acknowledged that the Core Welfare Indicator Questionnaire (CWIC) was an effective

cost-effective instrument for the collection of household information.
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6.3.2 Follow-up to the MDG Conference : Potential for Initiatives in_the
Region — UNDP, Barbados

The Meeting received a PowerPoint presentation entited MDG and Poverty
Monitoring in the Caribbean. The Presentation outlined the eight Millennium
Development Goals; the roles of the UNDG and the UNDP in the achievement of those
goals; the challenges and recommendations to national and regional stakeholders in the
areas of MDG and poverty monitoring; and current and potential regional initiatives to

improve data and poverty monitoring.

Several responsibilities were highlighted at the national level and these included the
need for policy-makers, planners, NGOs and the private sector to: (a) consult and
define priorities for development; (b) determine indicators necessary for monitoring and
evaluating national development priorities; and (c) align national indicators with the
MDG indicators. It was also recommended that Statistical Offices (a) derive a plan for
data collection and a system to monitor and evaluate national development priorities.

Such a plan should be costed and be provided to the policy-makers.

In the ensuing discussion, several Member States highlighted gaps in their respective
poverty assessment and MDG programmes. The attention of the Meeting was drawn to
the significant costs of the enumeration exercise in poverty assessment. The
assistance of the IDB and UNDP was requested in this regard. The data gaps indicated

include unemployment, quality and timeliness and selected indicators.

Capacity constraints were also identified and with regard to institutional strengthening,
the need for transfer of technology and transfer of expertise to local staff was
underscored. The need for assistance in sample design and analysis for poverty

assessment was also stressed.
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The Meeting stressed the need for linkages and synchronisation between national,
regional and international programmes and initiatives. It was suggested that the UNDP
ideas on data gaps should be interlinked with the CARICOM programme. It was

recommended that national programmes should be aligned with those of the MDGs.

In that regard, it was also recommended that the United Nations initiate a programme

for monitoring the implementation of the MDGs in the Caribbean.

The imperative of meeting user needs was emphasised and in that context, it was
proposed that programmes and projects should give priority to user needs. The
availability of a software package for compiling and analysing MDG indicators was

mentioned in that regard.

Specific appreciation was expressed to the UNDP for financially supporting a High Level
MDG Meeting in Barbados in July 2004. The UNDP affirmed its commitment to
coordinating support for MDG matters in the Region and expressed its preference for
working through existing SIMDG Committees.

The CDB representative reported that the CDB had conducted assessments in the

OECS and would be involved in projects to reduce poverty. It was proposed that
countries indicate if they needed assistance for poverty assessments. With regard to

the coordination of surveys, the Anguilla representative requested that the CDB work

with PAHO to ensure that a nutrition intake survey was included in PAHO’s next
research programme. In that context, it was pointed out that UNICEF will be conducting
a Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS) in 2004 which will focus both on health

education and nutrition.
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THE MEETING:

Received a presentation from the UNDP which outlined the eight Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs); the roles of the UNDG and the UNDP in the
implementation of those goals; the challenges and recommendations to stakeholders in
the areas of MDG and poverty monitoring; and current and potential regional initiatives

to improve data and poverty monitoring;

Noted the comments of Member States, which highlighted data gaps in their respective
poverty assessment and MDG programmes;

0

Agreed that national programmes should be aligned with those of the MDGs;

Expressed appreciation for UNDP funding received for a High Level Millennium

Development Goals (MDG) Meeting that was held in Barbados;

Also noted the availability of a software package for use in compiling and analysing
MDG indicators;

Proposed that the UN initiate a programme for monitoring the implementation of the
MDGs in the Caribbean;

Welcomed the information that UNICEF will be conducting a Multiple Indicator Cluster

Survey (MICS) in 2004, which will focus both on health education and nutrition;

Also_agreed that there should be a prudent synchronisation of national plans and

programmes and their regional and international counterparts on similar subjects.

Accepted the recommendation that statistical development should shift from a producer
to a user culture and that programmes and projects should take primary account of user

needs.
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6.3.3 Caribbean Labour Market Information System (CLMIS) — Progress of
Work

The Meeting was informed that the International Labour Organisation (ILO)

representative was unable to attend the Meeting to deliver the progress report on the

Caribbean Labour Market Information System (CLMIS). The opportunity was taken for
selected Member States to provide reports on developments with regard to the CLMIS.

Highlights of these reports are set out below.

St. Kitts and Nevis

St. Kitts and Nevis had participated in the labour force component of the CLMIS and
had conducted training courses. Preparations were being made for the conduct of a FS
at the end of the first quarter of 2004. A questionnaire for that purpose had been
submitted to the ILO for input.

Saint Lucia

Productivity indicators had been produced and an Occupation and Wages Survey
(OWS) was being done annually. There was the expectation that collaboration with the
CLMIS would result in the improvement of sampling techniques. There had been
collaboration with the NIS and the NSO with regard to salaries and wages earnings by

occupation.

Trinidad and Tobago

Four ILO projects were being implemented in Trinidad and Tobago and a dictionary of
occupations was being edited. The ILO had been involved in the CLMIS project and
productivity indices for the manufacturing sector have been developed. In 2004, an
OWS would be conducted. A labour database had been developed in the Ministry of

Labour.
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Netherlands Antilles

The Netherlands Antilles joined the CLMIS in 2002. A Steering Committee was
established. Work had commenced on a tax and social security database in order to
access information on the working population. Occupations would be classified

commencing with pilots.

THE MEETING:

Noted that the ILO representative could not be present to deliver the progress report on
the Caribbean Labour Market Information System (CLMIS);

Also noted country reports from St. Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Trinidad and Tobago
and the Netherlands Antilles on developments with regard to the CLMIS in those
countries. These reports focussed, inter alia, on training, ILO projects and labour

related publications.

6.34 Status Report on the UN/ECLAC Project : Development of Social
Statistics in the Region

The Meeting received a report on a UN/ECLAC Project entitled Development of Social
Statistics Databases and Development of a Methodological Approach for Social
Vulnerability Indices. It was pointed out that there had been an Experts Group
Meeting on the methodology for the vulnerability index and the papers would be
circulated subsequently. Comments on the papers were invited. The vulnerability index

would then be pilot tested in four countries in 2004.

One of the objectives of the development of the social statistics databases was to shape
the formulation of policy that was evidence-based. ECLAC intended to have the
databases mirrored at the Secretariat and at the University of the West Indies (UWI). It

was also intended that the databases be made available on-line.
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The Meeting was informed that funding for the Project was available up to April 2004

and that there was the likelihood that funding would continue up to 2005.

In the ensuing discussion, it was reported that the World Bank was involved in a similar
project and that there was much room for collaboration. In response to a request that
the World Bank be a mirror for the ECLAC databases, it was stated that, given the
detailed and confidential nature of the information, Member States would have to agree

to that request.

It was also pointed out that some Member States also sold samples of their data, but
not entire data sets. In that regard, the view was expressed that there was need for a

component in the Project for software to be used to make data sets anonymous.

THE MEETING:

Noted the report on the UN/ECLAC Project entitled Development of Social Statistics
Databases and Development of a Methodological Approach for Social

Vulnerability Indices;

Also noted that the databases would be mirrored at the CARICOM Secretariat and at
the UWI;

Further noted that funding for this project would be available up to April 2004 and

tentatively up to 2005 and that efforts would be made to place the databases available

on line.
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6.4 Other Issues in Social Statistics

6.4.1 Sources of Data on Social Statistics — Census, Administrative
Records, Population Register — Looking towards the Future

Presented for the consideration of the Meeting was Paper SCCS/2003/28/16 entitled
Sources of Data on Social Statistics — Censuses, Surveys and Population
Registers : Looking Towards the Future. The Paper focussed on the strengths,
weaknesses and usefulness of three major sources of data on social statistics, namely,
Censuses, Surveys and Administrative Registers. It provided a historical overview of
each data source and analysed their advantages and disadvantages as reliable sources

for social statistics.

The Paper also provided a review of the Population Register System in Sweden, a
system administered by the Swedish Tax Office which allows public access to a wide
range of information including births, deaths, immigration and civil status, but which also

prohibits access to confidential and sensitive information.

The Paper recommended that, given the serious challenges facing small developing
states with regard to the provision of the information to facilitate informed decision-
making, existing administrative structures such as the Vital Statistics System should be
strengthened, since these could be an efficient and effective source of social statistics.
It also recommended that Population Registers be also considered, particularly in the

small island states where the movement of people could be more easily controlled.

In the ensuing discussion, two Member States indicated that they had a Population
Register and a Civil Registration Systems but had difficulties in keeping them up to

date.
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THE MEETING:

Noted the presentation by the Secretariat representative which outlined the strengths
and weaknesses of Censuses, Surveys and Administrative Registers as reliable

sources of social statistics;

Also noted the review of the Population Register System in Sweden, a comprehensive
system administered by the Swedish Tax Office which allows public access to a wide
range of information including births, deaths, marriages, divorces, immigration from
abroad, migration, and civil status, but which also prohibits access to sensitive

information;

Agreed that Population Registers are potentially very useful supplements to census

information;

Urged countries to facilitate the rapid processing and dissemination of census data for

users.

6.4.2 International Census Symposium 2004

The UNSD representative informed the Meeting that an International Census

Symposium would be convened in New York in 2004 and that the central theme would
be ‘Census Design’ for the next round of censuses, 2005-2014. The UNSD would
enquire of countries the topics that they would wish to be addressed at the Symposium.
Two or three countries from the Region and the CARICOM Secretariat would be invited

to participate.
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THE MEETING:

Noted the information provided by the UNSD representative that an International
Census Symposium would be convened in New York in 2004 and that the main focus
would be on ‘Census Design’ for the next round of censuses, 2005 — 2014. Two or
three countries and the CARICOM Secretariat would be invited to participate, but all
countries would be given the opportunity to propose issues that they would wish

addressed at the Symposium.

7. MEASURABILITY OF THE ICT SECTOR

71 Context and Implications

The Meeting could not address this Sub-Item due to the unavailability of the presenter.

7.2 National Efforts at Measuring ICT : The Elaboration of Satellite
Accounts for the ICT Sector

The Belize representative provided an overview of an initiative in Belize to develop a

Satellite Account for the ICT Sector. He explained that this tool made use of both
monetary and non-monetary data and could provide a good picture of the ICT sector in
national accounts. He explained that in setting up the account, the characteristic
industries and goods of the sector would be taken into account, as well as issues
relating to trade and transport. He also pointed out that the Central Product
Classification must be used and that Supply and Use Tables were the pillars on which

the account was built.

It was indicated that an ICT Satellite Account could give a picture of the contribution of
this sector to the GDP, as well as the contribution of the specific industries in the sector.
The implication of an ICT Satellite Account for policy formulation and labour productivity
was also highlighted. One of the secondary benefits of this type of account was

increased revenue due to the clear identification and assessment of duty on goods.
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In the ensuing discussion, Belize was requested to prepare a presentation on the steps
to be followed in the establishment of an ICT Satellite Account that could be shared with
the Region. Mention was also made of the usefulness of an ICT Satellite Account in

identifying weaknesses and gaps in national accounts.

The Secretariat _representative outlined plans to convene a National Accounts

Workshop in 2004 on the topic of Supply and Use Tables.

THE MEETING:

Deferred this sub-item for consideration at a subsequent occasion, due to the absence

of the UWI representative from the Centre for International Services.

8. STATISTICAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE REGION

8.1 Preparing for the Future : the Development of a Statistical
Programme for the Region — Focus on Economic Statistics

Presented for the consideration of the Meeting was Paper SCCS 2003/28/14 entitled
Preparing for the Future: the Development of a Draft Statistical Programme for
the Region. The Paper provided an analysis of some of the major objectives of the
Caribbean Community including the establishment of the CARICOM Single Market and
Economy and the Caribbean Court of Justice, and articulated the rationale for the
development of a Regional Statistical Programme to underpin policy decisions relating

to the achievement of such objectives.

Attachment | to the Paper outlined elements of a Draft Regional Statistical Work
Programme which could be refined, adopted and implemented in the context of the
achievement of regional objectives. It was accepted that any regional statistical
programme should be consistent with the respective national statistical programmes. In
that context, it was suggested that consideration should be given to the preparation of a

medium term regional statistical programme.
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It was recognised that for any regional statistical programme to be successful, the
NSOs must be strengthened and resources allocated for such agencies to fulfill their
respective mandates. In that regard, Paper SCCS/200/28/7 entitled Investment in
Statistics as a Priority in the Region : the Status of the Proposed Resolution was
presented for the consideration of the Meeting. This Paper outlined the process toward
securing the necessary resources for NSOs which was given a fillip through a
Secretariat presentation at the meeting of the Community Council in 2001. The Paper
also contained a Resolution urging Caribbean Governments to take relevant action
relating to the strengthening of NSOs and stakeholder participation in the regional
statistical development process. This Resolution was refined and adopted at the
Twenty-Seventh Meeting of the SCCS.

In the ensuing discussion, it was recommended that Member States provide timely
feedback to the Secretariat on the Draft Regional Statistical Work Programme set out in
Attachment | to Paper SCCS/28/14, so that the Work Programme could be refined to

reflect their recommendations.

It was also recommended that the Resolution be presented to the next Meeting of the

Community Council for endorsement.

The Director of the NSO of Trinidad and Tobago offered to work towards the convening
of a web conference prior to 31 December 2003 to discuss the development of a
Statistical Work programme for the Region. It was stated that there should be

coherence between national and regional statistical work programmes.

The EUROSTAT representative indicated that this approach to the design of a regional

statistical work programme was reflected in a Project that would be embarked on with
CARICOM. He noted the importance of integrating the users and policy units in the

design of the programme.
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THE MEETING:

Noted the presentation of Paper SCCS/2003/28/14 which articulated the rationale for
the development of a Draft Statistical Programme for the Region and analysed the
content of such a Programme, taking account of regional and international contextual

issues and the peculiar challenges facing the regional and national statistical systems;
Also noted the Attachment to the abovementioned Paper which outlined suggested
elements of a Draft Regional Statistical Work Programme focussing on the programme
areas, objectives, expected outputs, and actions;

Endorsed the need to develop such a Regional Statistical Programme;

Further noted the suggestion that a medium term (4 to 5 years) Regional Statistical

Programme be prepared;

Accepted the suggestion that there should be coherence between national and regional

programmes,

Agreed to provide prompt feedback to the Secretariat on the suggested elements of the
Draft Regional Statistical Work Programme;

Welcomed the undertaking of the Director of the Central Statistical Office of Trinidad
and Tobago to examine the possibility of convening a web conference before the end of

2003 to discuss the development of a Draft Statistical Work Programme for the Region;

Recalled the presentation of the Secretariat to the Community Council in 2001, which
provided an update on the status and role of statistics in the Region, as well as the

development work being carried out in this area;
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Also recalled the Resolution of the Twenty-Seventh Meeting of the SCCS, which

addressed issues including the strengthening of national statistical systems and the
provision of the resources for such systems to fulfil their respective mandates. This
Resolution set out in Paper SCCS/2003/28/7 is attached to this Agenda ltem;

Also agreed to support the process of advancing the approval of the Resolution at the
next Meeting of the Community Council.
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ATTACHMENT TO
ITEM 8.1

RESOLUTION

Bearing in mind the essential and ever increasing need for official statistics in the area

of economic, social/gender, environment and information and communication
technology for policy formulation and informed decision-making, with an indisputable

nexus to positive and sustainable development;
Recalling the Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics as adopted in 1994 by the
United Nations Statistical Commission, which include recognition of statistics as an

indispensable pillar in the information of a democratic society;

Recalling too the principles outlined in the United Nations Millennium Development

Goals as a new guide to human, social and economic development, the acceptance of
indicators to measure that performance and the need for adequate legal and regulatory

frameworks to achieve these goals;
Conscious of the prevailing international trade and economic reconfiguration being
driven by a globalisation largely underpinned by advances in technology, in particular,

Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs);

Conscious too of the need to equip and strengthen systems for survival and prosperity

in a new world economy through provision of adequate and timely empirical data and
that governments themselves have set up statistical agencies, particularly, National
Statistical Offices (NSOs) to perform this function;

Particularly conscious of international trade processes at the global and hemispheric

levels, especially the World Trade Organisation (WTO) and the Free Trade Area of the
Americas (FTAA) and the need of the Caribbean Community to participate meaningfully

in these negotiations;
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Mandated by the Conference of Heads of Government of the Caribbean Community to
create a CARICOM Single Market and Economy (CSME) and a Caribbean Court of
Justice (CCJ) to fit the Region for advantage in the new environments and to provide

the statistics to favorably achieve this fit;

Considering the urgency to stabilise economies of the Region that are facing economic

downturn, and the central role of statistics in that stabilisation programme;
Guided by the Community’s efforts at social transformation to pursue principles of new
governance and to create the environment to nurture the ideal Caribbean person as

contained in the provisions of the CARICOM Charter for Civil Society;

Further quided by the need to encourage regional and international organisations to

collaborate and integrate their resources in the implementation of the statistical
programmes in the Region and to aggressively pursue the appropriate human resource

development in this regard;

Recognising the critical role that complete, accurate, reliable, timely and relevant
statistics accessible to all, will play in successful implementation of the CARICOM
Single Market and Economy (CSME) and the Caribbean Court of Justice (CCJ),

nationally, regionally and internationally, and as a corner stone of democracy;

Further recognising the recent mandate given by the Resumed Session of the Eighth

Meeting of the Community Council to the Secretariat, to prepare in collaboration with
the Standing Committee of Caribbean Statisticians (SCCS), to include in its Work
Programme proposals a three year plan for the improvement of the quality and range of

regional statistics, available to the Community and its public and private sectors;

The Twenty-Seventh Meeting of the Standing Committee of Caribbean Statisticians

(SCCS) resolves as follows:
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These Governments of the Caribbean are urged to:

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

Give priority to the strengthening of national statistical systems, particularly
NSOs to undertake the collection, processing, analysis and dissemination of

statistics;

Provide the NSOs with the human, material, technical and financial resources

and logistic support to produce the data required by users;

Enact the necessary monitoring and evaluating legislative and regulatory

instruments to facilitate the execution of the mandate of the NSOs;
Establish an intensive sensitization programme to encourage participation and

early response from all stakeholders-users, producers and suppliers- with

respect to the production of relevant and timely statistics.

*kkkk
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8.2 Report on Ad Hoc Expert Group Meeting — The Production of
Statistics in Selected Caribbean Countries

The ECLAC representative provided a synoptic review of an Ad Hoc Expert Group

Meeting on the production of statistics, which was held in Trinidad and Tobago in
October 2003 Papers prepared by ECLAC and other Organisations informed the
deliberations of the Meeting which considered issues including data demand,
dissemination and security. The Meeting was informed that the Proceedings of the
Expert Group Meeting would be submitted to the Secretariat for dissemination to

Member States.

The Meeting articulated the view that efforts should be made to change the perception
of NSOs in the Region and that the statistics frontiers should be expanded through
legislation. In that regard, it was stated that current legislation allowed Chief
Statisticians a degree of freedom to take certain action toward statistical development in

countries.

In the ensuing discussion, the view was expressed that Chief Statisticians should see
themselves as leaders in statistics and should coordinate data collection.

With regard to data security, it was recommended that there should be off-site and off-
island storage of data to minimise potential loss of data from hurricanes or other
disasters. It was also suggested that Technical Advisory Groups or Councils be

established to assist National Directors.

THE MEETING:

Noted that an Ad Hoc Expert Group Meeting on the production of statistics in selected
Caribbean Countries was held in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad and Tobago in October 2003,
where consideration was given to broad themes including data demand, dissemination

and security, as well as to management issues;
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Also noted that the Proceedings of this Meeting would be submitted to the CARICOM

Secretariat for dissemination to countries;

Agreed that Chief Statisticians must see themselves as leaders in statistics and

coordinate data collection;

Urged Chief Statisticians to use the leverage they have in the context of the significant

actions that could be taken which did not require political approval.

8.3 The Statistics Service — Past, Present and Future — Barbados
Statistical Services

The Barbados representative made an audio-visual presentation outlining the history

of the Barbados Statistical Services, its current operations and its future plans. She
also outlined the activities that were carried out in celebration of ‘Statistics Week'.
These included, inter alia, motivational and public lectures, displays and other
promotional activities and awards to staff and other stakeholders. The week of activities
was designed to build cooperation and partnership with the public and to promote the
work of the office. There had been positive results, including more requests for

information.

THE MEETING:

Noted with appreciation, the audio-visual presentation by the Barbados representative
which provided a historical overview of the Barbados Statistical Services, its current

areas of operation and future plans and aspirations.

8.4 Inventory of Statistics in the Region — Implications for Harmonisation

Presented for the consideration of the Meeting was Paper SCCS 2003/28/6 entitled An
Inventory of Statistics in the Region : Implications for Harmonisation. The Paper

provided an analysis of the findings of two inventories on social and economic statistics
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respectively, which were compiled by the Secretariat. The former inventory was
compiled based on a questionnaire circulated to Member States. The Paper also
provided a status report on the availability and frequency of production of selected
indicators under the general headings of national accounts, economic and social

statistics.

The results of the inventory on economic statistics were set out in Attachment | to the
Paper and Member States were invited to review both the Paper and the Attachment
and take appropriate action, as well as submit their comments to the Secretariat. The
recommendations of the Paper highlighted, inter alia, the need for capacity-building in
both areas of statistics. Weak points in the areas of social and economic statistics were

also identified.

The Paper made a number of recommendations on social and economic statistics.
These included, inter alia, the need for capacity-building, harmonisation of concepts,
definitions and methodologies and for the availability of census data; and for attention to

be paid to the quality of National Accounts.

The ensuing discussion focussed on issues related to harmonisation and in that context,
it was stated that harmonisation was not an end in itself, but a tool to enable
comparability. It was stated that help could be sought from PAHO with regard to health

statistics.

THE MEETING:

Noted with appreciation, the audio-visual presentation by the Barbados representative

which provided a historical overview of the Barbados Statistical Services, its current

areas of operation as well as future plans and aspirations;
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Commended the Secretariat for its completion of an Inventory of Statistics in the

Region which set out, inter alia, the availability of national accounts as well as other

economic and social statistics from the respective Member States;

Also noted with appreciation, the status report and analysis with regard to the
availability, frequency of production and year of data availability of the respective
indicators under the broad headings of national accounts, economic and social

statistics;

Welcomed the analysis of the implications for harmonisation of the statistics mentioned
in the foregoing paragraph, recognising that harmonisation is a means to the ultimate

goal of comparability;
Accepted the main findings culled from the responses of Member States to the
Questionnaire on Social Statistics and Indicators and the recommendations in the area

of social statistics flowing from the analysis of such findings;

Further noted that the initial Inventory of Economic Statistics had been updated by the

CARICOM Secretariat and the results set out in Attachment | to the above referenced

Paper;

Urged Member States to review the results of the Inventories and take appropriate

action;

Endorsed the need to adopt common approaches to enable the production of

Economic Statistics;

Requested countries to review Paper SCCS/2003/28/6 and to submit their comments
to the Secretariat.
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9. SELECTED ISSUES IN THE MODERNISATION OF NATIONAL
STATISTICAL OFFFICES

9.1 Improving National _Statistics _through Coordination — The
Establishment of a Statistical Commission

Presented for the consideration of the Meeting was Paper SCCS/2003/28/13 entitled
Improving National Statistics Through Coordination — The Establishment of a
Statistics Commission for Jamaica. The Paper provided a description of the process
and the findings of an IMF Consultant who reviewed the statistics environment in
Jamaica and made recommendations on the establishment of a Statistics Commission

in Jamaica.

Essentially, it was pointed out that the Commission would establish itself as a source of
high quality and independent advice on statistical issues. Its advice would be made
available to the wider public, which must be able to rely on it as both considered and

impartial. The aims and objectives of the Commission were also outlined.

In the ensuing discussion, the functions of a Council vis-a-vis a Commission were
examined. It was noted that a Council was an advisory, deliberative or administrative
body, while a Commission was vested with authority to perform specific duties and

tasks.

It was pointed out that the Council was an innovative means of getting the stakeholders
involved and coordinating the respective agencies. It was explained that Advisory
Councils were common in the EU. Its usefulness at the regional level was also

articulated.

The Meeting was informed that Terms of Reference for an Advisory Council were being
developed in the OECS. Reference was also made to difficulties that could arise when

decisions of a Council were overridden.
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It was recommended that Advisory Councils be established in the Region and that this
matter be placed on the Regional Statistics Agenda. It was suggested that the

Secretariat develop guidelines for the establishment of such Councils in Member States.

THE MEETING:

Welcomed the presentation by Jamaica on the principal elements of the process
towards the establishment of a Statistics Commission for Jamaica, taking account of the
recommendations of an IMF Consultant who reviewed the statistics environment and
architecture in Jamaica, and of elements of a White Paper entitled Building Trust in

Statistics which was tabled in the UK Parliament;

Noted the views of countries on the advantages, disadvantages, roles, functions, and

composition of a National Statistics Commission;

Agreed that Advisory Councils should be established in the countries of the Region,

with a view to improving national statistics through coordination;

Mandated the Secretariat to place the issue of a Statistical Advisory Council on its
Agenda and to develop guidelines for the establishment of such an Advisory Council in

Member States;

Also agreed that a Regional Advisory Statistical Council should be established.

9.2 Efforts at Coordinating Statistics at the National Level — the Case of
Social Statistics and Recommendations

Presented for the consideration of the Meeting was Paper SCCS/2003/28/5 entitled
Efforts at Coordinating Statistics at the National Level — The Case of Social
Statistics and Recommendations. The Paper provided an overview of the CARICOM
Programme on Social/Gender Statistics which sought to strengthen capacity in the

compilation of these statistics in Member States. The objective of this capacity-building
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exercise was to institutionalise the production of social and gender statistics in national

statistical systems to inform policy formulation.

The main structure that is being established in this capacity building effort is the Social
Indicators and Millennium Development Goals (SIMDG) Committee. The Paper
outlined the major objectives of SIMDG Committees which include the establishment of
a core data set for the Region, data collection, training, and the standardisation and
monitoring of data quality. The SIMDGs would also publish and disseminate data

regularly.

The Paper also examined the expected outputs of the CCS Programme, as well as of
the SIMDG Committees. These included resource mobilisation for statistical
development, annual publication of a list of selected social indicators, recommendations
for policy actions, and the conduct of workshops and meetings for wide public
dissemination of data. Reference was made to the need for strong commitment at the
national level as a basis for the success of the CCS Programme and the work of the
SIMDG Committees.

In the ensuing discussion, it was emphasised that it was vital for the work of the CCS
and the SIMDGs to be buttressed by the collaboration and support of appropriate
International Agencies. Member State were urged to play their part in the sustainability
of the SIMDGs through the convening of regular Committee meetings and the active

delivery of agreed outputs.

THE MEETING:

Noted with appreciation, the efforts of the CARICOM Secretariat under its Programme
on Social/Gender Statistics, to institutionalise the production of timely and reliable social
and gender statistics in National Statistical Offices, through the establishment of Social

Indicators and Millennium Development Goals (SIMDG) Committees;
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Accepted the major objectives of the SIMDG Committees which include the
enhancement of the major attributes of a core data set for the Region; the promotion of
data collection, the standardisation and monitoring of data quality; the training of staff of
participating national agencies and other statistical stakeholders; and the analysis,

publication and dissemination of social statistics;

Also_accepted the expected outputs of the CCS Programme and the work of the

SIMDG Committees which relate, inter alia, to making recommendations for improving
data collection systems; the mobilisation of resources for the production of statistical
data; the annual publication of a selected list of social indicators, with accompanying

analyses; and the conduct of workshops/meetings for the dissemination of data;

Recognised the need for national commitment as a fillip to the success of the CCS

Programme as well as that of the SIMDGs;

Urged the close involvement and collaboration of all appropriate International Agencies
in the support of the CCS Statistical Programme and the SIMDG Committees;

Also _urged countries to ensure the sustainability of these committees by convening

regular committee meetings and actively delivering agreed outputs.

9.3 A Review of Statistical Legislation — Key Enabling elements for the
Improvement of Statistics in the Reqgion

Presented for the consideration of the Meeting was Paper SCCCS/2003/28/27 entitled
A Brief Review of Statistical Legislation — Key Enabling Elements for the
Improvement of Statistics in the Region. The Paper provided an overview of the key
aspects of the general contents of statistics acts in the Region, based on the
submissions of seven Member States. It also provided a brief comparative analysis of
the statistics Acts of Australia and Denmark and identified some of the main issues for

the improvement of statistics acts in the Region.
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It was pointed out that most of the statistics acts in the Region were dated and in need
of modernisation. Specific areas identified for attention included the need for (a)
stronger provisions to ensure compliance; (b) a review of the penalties for breaching the
acts; and (c) effective coordination for strengthening national statistical systems. It was
also recognised that attention should be paid to issues relating to confidentiality,

coverage, data security and user/provider consultation.

In the ensuing discussion, the Meeting was informed that the third edition of the UNSD
Handbook on Statistical Organisation was available on the UNSD website or on

request.

It was recommended that a Sub-Committee of the SCCS should be established to
advance the issue of statistical legislation in the Region. In that context, the Secretariat
representative indicated that an approach would be made to the CARICOM Legislative
Drafting Facility to assist in the preparation of model legislation that could assist the

process of modernisation of the current Statistical Acts in the Region.

The Meeting also recommended that moral suasion be first used with regard to those

agencies obliged to supply data to NSOs, before any approach is made to the courts.
THE MEETING:

Noted the presentation of Paper SCCS 2003/28/27 which provided a review of
statistical legislation in the Region, as well as a comparative analysis of regional
statistical legislation with those of a few developed countries. Key elements for

modernisation were also identified;

Urged those Member States that have not yet done so, to submit their Statistics
Legislation to the Secretariat;

Recognised the need for modernisation of the Statistical Acts in the Region;
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Also noted that effective coordination is necessary for strengthening the national

statistical systems;

Agreed on the need for a stronger and more effective approach to ensuring compliance

with the respective Statistical Acts;

Also recognised the need to review the penalties for breaching the provisions of the

respective Statistical Acts;

Also _agreed that good use should be made of the UNSD Handbook of Statistical
Organization, Third Edition: The Operation and Organization of a Statistical
Agency, in the modernisation of regional statistical legislation. This Handbook is

available on the UNSD website or can be sent on request;

Further agreed that a Sub-Committee of the SCCS should be established to advance
the issue of statistical legislation in the Region;

Further noted the intent of the Secretariat to approach the CARICOM Legislative

Drafting Facility, at the appropriate time, to assist in the preparation of model legislation

that could be used in the modernisation of the Statistical Acts in force throughout the

Region.

10. DONOR SUPPORT AND THE ROLE OF INTERNATIONAL
ORGANISATIONS IN REGIONAL STATISTICAL DEVELOPMENT:

10.1 CARIFORUM Project Proposal — Main Features of the CARIFORUM

Statistical Capacity Building and Harmonisation Project Ninth
European Development Fund (9™ EDF)

The Meeting received a power-point presentation entitted CARIFORUM Statistical
Capacity Building and Harmonisation : 9" EDF Feasibility Study Report. The
presentation outlined the process leading to the completion of the above-mentioned

Feasibility Study which was conducted with the objective of contributing to the
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establishment and smooth operation of the CSME and to provide CARIFORUM
decision-makers with the quality information needed to monitor and guide progress in
the establishment and strengthening of the CSME. The purpose of the Project was to
strengthen the capacities of the regional statistical system for sustainable improvement

in the production of economic statistics.

The presentation also focussed on the project activities and the expected results and

outlined the structure for the organisation and implementation of the Project.

The Meeting was informed that the Project would also address a number of issues
including programming; the harmonisation of economic statistics, as well as capacity
building of the CCS and other relevant statistical structures. Cooperation with the

CARTAC was contemplated under the project.

In the ensuing discussion, it was pointed out that the Regional Indicative Programme,
which has a value of 57M Euros, was signed in May 2003, and that the CARIFORUM
Office and the CARICOM Secretariat would manage specific components of the Project.
Implementation of this four-year project was expected to commence by the end of 2004

or early in 2005.

In response to an enquiry, it was explained that CARIFORUM was being requested to
seek additional funding for the benefit of the OCTs.

THE MEETING:

Noted the presentation by the Secretariat representative, supported by the EU
representative, of the Report of the Feasibility Study on the proposed CARIFORUM
Statistical Capacity-Building and Harmonisation Project. The objectives of this Project
are to contribute to the establishment and effective operation of the CARICOM Single
Market and Economy (CSME) and to provide CARIFORUM decision-makers with
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quality information to monitor and to guide progress in the establishment and
strengthening of the CSME;

Also noted that the Caribbean Regional Indicative Programme to the value of $57M
Euros was signed in May 2003 and that the CARIFORUM Office and the CARICOM
Secretariat would manage components of the project. This Project is expected to

commence at the end of 2004 or early in 2005;

Further noted that the Project will address issues including:

(i) Programming;

(ii) the harmonisation of economic statistics;

(i) integration into national plans and programmes; and

(iv)  strengthening the capacity of the CCS and other structures to ensure

sustainability.

10.2 Presentation on behalf of PARIS21 — Work Programme and National
Statistics Development Strategies

The Meeting received a PowerPoint presentation entitled Partnership in Statistics for
Development in the 21% Century (PARIS21). The goal of this Global Forum was to
develop a culture of transparent, evidence-based policy-making and implementation
which serves to improve Government accountability and effectiveness. Its purpose was
to generate better statistics and statistical analysis and to make them available to, and
used by, national and international decision-makers and civil society. The presentation
also outlined the principles and work-programme of PARIS21, as well as various
partnerships and programmes for information exchange. Several regional workshops
were planned under this initiative, but a workshop specifically for the Caribbean was to

be discussed.
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The Meeting was informed that more detailed information on PARIS21 was available at

the web address www.paris21.org.

THE MEETING:

Noted the presentation on behalf of the Partnership in Statistics for Development in the
Twenty-First Century (PARIS21) which provided a historical overview of its
establishment and operations as well as its current goals, principles and work
programme. This initiative was launched “to increase political support for statistics,
integrate statistics into poverty reduction strategies, promote strategies for

strengthening statistics and to improve dialogue between producers and users;”

Also noted that detailed information on PARIS 21 could be found at the web address

www.paris21.org;

Further noted that a PARIS 21 Regional Workshop for the Caribbean is to be

discussed.

10.3 Report on the UNECLAC Second Meeting of the Conference of
Statistics of the Americas

Presented for the consideration of the Meeting was Paper SCCS/2003/28/12 entitled
The Conference of Directors of Statistics of the Caribbean — Implications for
Statistical Development among CARICOM Member States. The Paper provided a
summary of the proceedings of the Conference of Directors of Statistics of the Americas
held in Santiago, Chile on 18-20 June 2003 which addressed a number of issues
including the adoption and production of basic statistics in the context of the System of
National Accounts 1993; the production and use of statistics on social variables and
well-being; and the improvement and extension of the production of statistics on specific

issues such as the environment.
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The IDB_and World Bank representatives reported on the support their institutions

had provided to countries through the MECOVI project, and pointed out that due to
insufficient participation by the English-speaking countries in the MECOVI project as
expressed at the first meeting of Directors of Statistics of the Americas, a separate
programme called SPARC has been developed for the English-speaking sub-region.
Funding would also be provided for a regional component of the CARICOM

Social/Gender regime.

In the ensuing discussion, the Meeting was informed that Trinidad and Tobago had
been elected to serve on the Executive Committee of the Statistical Conference.
Member States were urged to participate in the next Meeting of the Conference and to
benefit from the rich networking, as well as funding that might be offered for specific

statistical interventions.

It was explained that the OCT countries could participate in the meetings of the

Statistical Conference as Associate Members of ECLAC.

THE MEETING:

Noted the summary of the proceedings of the Conference of Directors of Statistics of
the Americas held in Santiago, Chile on 18-20 June 2003, which focussed, inter alia, on
developments relating to the implementation of the System of National Accounts 1993;
improvements in the production and use of statistics on social variables and well-being;
improvement and extension of the production of statistics on specific issues; and

modernisation of statistical systems and data dissemination;

Welcomed the information that a separate World Bank/IDB funded programme called
SPARC has been prepared for the English-speaking Caribbean. This programme is a
counterpart to the MECOVI Project being offered in Latin America;
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Also welcomed the report that Trinidad and Tobago had been elected to serve on the

Executive Committee of the Statistical Conference.

10.4 Presentation on INFOLAC/DEVINFO

The Meeting received a PowerPoint presentation on the contents and usage of the
Information of Latin America and the Caribbean (INFOLAC) database, which
demonstrated the use of the indicators contained in the database to generate maps and

graphs, answer queries and respond to other user needs.

In the ensuing discussion, appreciation was expressed to UNICEF for the training
provided in the use of the INFOLAC/DEVINFO database and for the training packages

which were distributed to the Meeting.

The usefulness of the database to students and researchers was affirmed and it was

proposed that that software be widely disseminated.

In response to an enquiry, it was pointed out that the metadata were also contained in
the database. In response to a further enquiry on the amount of orientation a user
would require to effectively use the database, it was explained that there was a help
page to assist users encountering problems. In addition, a 2 to 4 page user manual

could be prepared.

THE MEETING:

Received a presentation on the contents and usage of the Information of Latin America
and the Caribbean (INFOLAC) database which highlighted, inter alia, the manner in
which this database of indicators could be used to generate maps and graphs, answer

queries and respond to other user requirements;
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Expressed appreciation to the UNICEF for the training in the use of the
INFOLAC/DEVINFO and for the training packages which were distributed to the
Meeting;

Affirmed the usefulness of this database to students and researchers;

Urged the wide dissemination of the INFOLAC database.

11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

1.1 Date and Venue of Next Meeting

Belize and Bermuda offered to host the next meeting of the SCCS, subject to
consultations in their respective capitals. The dates and venue would be finalised
through consultations between the CARICOM Secretariat and the above-mentioned

Member States.

It was proposed that the occasion of the meeting should be taken to conduct a business
session on ‘how to use statistics’ or any other relevant topic. It was also suggested that
representatives from line ministries in the Host State could be invited to participate in

the discussions on specific Agenda items.

The Meeting was informed that 2004 would mark the thirtieth anniversary of the SCCS

and that this milestone should be celebrated appropriately.

THE MEETING:

Welcomed the offers from Belize and Bermuda to host The Twenty-Ninth Meeting of

the SCCS in 2004, subject to consultations in their respective capitals;
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Agreed that the final dates and venue of the above-mentioned meeting will be
determined through consultations between Belize, Bermuda and the CARICOM

Secretariat;

Noted the suggestion that the occasion of the meeting of the SCCS should be used to

have a business session on how to use statistics or any other topical issue;

Also noted the suggestion that specific stakeholders or representatives from line
ministries in the Host State Territory could be invited to participate in the deliberations

on specific Agenda ltems;

Further noted that 2004 would mark the thirtieth anniversary of the SCCS, which

should be observed in a manner that both celebrates the achievements over that period

as well promotes regional statistical development and future plans.

11.2 Condolences

The Meeting was saddened by the news that since the last meeting of the SCCS, Ms.
Patricia Johnson, Statistician of The Bahamas, National Statistical Office had passed

away suddenly.

THE MEETING:

Expressed condolences to The Bahamas National Statistical Office on the passing

of Ms. Patricia Johnson, one of its valued Statisticians.
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11.3 UNSD Demographic Yearbook

The UNSD representative reported that a Special issue of the UNSD Demographic

Yearbook dedicated to population issues was being prepared. He indicated that the
UNSD would circulate electronically to Member States a Questionnaire relating to this
Special Issue. Member States were urged to cooperate in completing the questionnaire
promptly.

THE MEETING:

Noted the UNSD would circulate electronically to Member States a questionnaire for a

special issue of its Demographic Yearbook;

Urged Member States to complete and return the questionnaire.

Close of Meeting

The Meeting expressed sincere appreciation to the Government and people of the
Turks and Caicos Islands for the warm hospitality extended and for the excellent
arrangements put in place for the conduct of the business of the Meeting. In particular,
special gratitude was extended to the Acting Chief Minister and Minister of Finance,
Hon. Floyd Hall; the Head of Department of Statistics, Chief Economist, Mr. Delton
Jones; the Consultant Statistician, Mr. Dave Clement; Ms Le Moni Dean, Statistical
Survey Officer; and the other members of the steering committee of the Statistics
Department who contributed to the successful organisation and conduct of the Twenty-
Ninth SCCS Meeting

The Meeting also commended the Turks and Caicos Islands National Statistical Office
and its Consultant Statistician, Mr. Dave Clement, for their outstanding achievements in

statistical development over a few years.
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There being no other business, the Meeting ended with a further exchange of

courtesies.

*kkkkk

Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Secretariat
28 July 2004
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