	
	

	SET II : REVIEW OF CONCEPTS AND DEFINITIONS USED BY SEVEN MEMBER STATES  FOR LIST OF SOCIAL / GENDER INDICATORS 

	
	

	Name of Indicator/Statistics
	Comments and recommendations

	 
	 

	I.   POPULATION
	 

	 
	 

	1.   Total  Population
	Definitions used across Member States in the Region are not harmonised.  Additional work is need.  In particular the coverage of censuses should be examined for each Member State (inclusion or exclusion of certain population groups, institutional or non-institutional) additionally, closer scrutiny of the estimation procedures of inter-censal population estimates and sources of data used by each Member States should also be undertaken. 

	2.   Population by age groups (0-4, 5-9, 10-14, ……75-79, 80-84, 85+)
	

	 
	 

	II.   FAMILIES AND HOUSEHOLDS
	 

	 
	 

	1.   Population by marital status and age group
	Categories used for marital status are harmonised across seven Member States.  For instance, even though Trinidad & Tobago uses age limit as 14+ for marital status but provision for data has been given for age groups 15 and over. Hence, comparison of data can be made with other Member States which use age 15+. 

	2.   Population by union status
	Barbados and Trinidad & Tobago use the "female" population as coverage for union status while other Member States use "all persons".  The Bahamas has not reported.  For Barbados, age group is (15-64) and Jamaica it is 16 + while remaining Member States uses 15+.     

	3.   Total Fertility Rate (births per woman)
	This is harmonised conceptually across all seven Member States. Barbados uses age group (15-44); The Bahamas and Saint Lucia haven't reported the age group. All other Member States use age group (15-49)

	4.   Contraceptive use by union status, age group, rural/urban, type
	Only Belize and Jamaica have stated common definitions; age group used by Belize is not clear. Jamaica used women aged 15-49 and young men aged 15-25.  International definition is not found.  

	5.   Household by size and head of household  
	Definition for head of household used by Trinidad and Tobago states that the person who carries the main responsibility is to be identified as head of household, whereas all other Member States follow the U.N. definition, (i.e. the person who is acknowledged as such by the members of the household and not necessarily be the person who carries the main responsibility).  

	 
	 

	111.   WORK
	 

	 
	 

	1.   Labour Force Participation Rate by age group
	The age group used by Antigua and Barbuda is (16-60), while Saint Lucia uses (15-64), Belize and Jamaica use 14+, while other Member States use 15+. The definition is harmonised across Member States and is conceptually in line with the international guidance.

	2.   Unemployment Rate by age group
	All member States follow U.N. definition. However, the reference period for unemployment has been relaxed for Antigua and Barbuda  and the Bahamas (4 weeks), and Trinidad & Tobago (3 months) in addition to the normal enquiry for last week, the remaining Member States use the "last week" only.  There are differences in age limit as well. i.e. Belize and Jamaica use 14+, Antigua and Barbuda (16-60), Saint Lucia (15-64) while remaining Member States use 15+.

	3.   Employed population by employment status
	The criteria "Work at least one hour during last week" has been adopted by Antigua and Barbuda , The Bahamas, Belize, Jamaica whereas for Barbados, Trinidad & Tobago and Saint Lucia it is difficult to comment due to insufficient information. "Employed" definition is harmonised with UN, in terms of concept.  Employment status:  Trinidad & Tobago uses "learner / apprentice" in addition to other normal categories.  

	4.   Employed  population by  occupation
	This is harmonised with the ILO definition. Barbados uses Barbados Standard Occupational Classification (BARSOC) based on 1988 ISCO.  

	5.   Employed population by  industry
	This is harmonised across Member States with slight modifications. It is in line with the definition of ILO provided. Barbados uses Barbados Standard Industrial Classification (BARSIC) based on 1988 ISCO.  The Sugar industry is included as a sub group.

	6.   Employed population by urban / rural
	Urban and rural classification has not been resolved among Member States.  UN definition based on population had been challenged at the Grenada Meeting.  It is the view of some participants that other factors such as level of infrastructure and facilities provided should also be taken into consideration. 

	7.   Employed population by marital status  
	This has been discussed already. 

	8.   Employed population by hours worked per week
	Information on classes of hours that were provided for four Member States (The Bahamas, Belize, Jamaica and Trinidad & Tobago) differ one another. Additional work is needed for harmonisation of this.

	9.  Population not in  the labour force  by activity and age 
	This is harmonised across three Member States (Antigua and Barbuda, The Bahamas and Barbados) where information has been provided.

	10.   Employed population by educational attainment 
	Educational levels are harmonised in terms of attainment at a broader level; primary, secondary & tertiary, but the structure and the years of schooling differ across Member States.  For Belize, the "none" category has been omitted, and needs to be checked.   UNESCO is in the process of working on harmonisation efforts. 

	11.   Share of women in wage employment in the non-agricultural sector 
	This is harmonised among member States where information has been provided and is also in harmony with the ILO definition. 

	 
	 

	IV.   ECONOMY
	 

	 
	 

	1.   GDP growth rate
	Not harmonised and more work needs to be done in this area

	2.   GDP per capita
	

	3.   Average monthly earnings by occupation (groups)
	No information is provided.

	4.   Income earners in households by sex of head of household
	Antigua and Barbuda and the Bahamas are the only two Member States to have provided definitions which are comparable each other.  

	 
	 

	 V. EDUCATION
	 

	 
	 

	1.   Literacy rate 15- 24 and 25+ years
	This needs to be harmonised.  

	2.   Population 10  years and over by  level of education
	No information is provided by the Member States which is usually captured in the Censuses.

	3.   School enrolment  in primary level
	Age group and structure differ across all Member States. More work needs to be done.

	4.   School enrolment  in secondary level
	Age group and structure differ across all Member States. More work needs to be done.

	5.   School enrolment in tertiary level
	The concept of tertiary level education was not clearly defined. More work is required in this area

	6.   Progression, repetition and drop-out rates at primary/secondary level
	For progression rate only 1 member state provided a definition.

Only Jamaica and Belize have provided definitions for repetition and drop out rates which are comparable to each other and which are in harmony with the UNESCO definition. No definition has been provided by other Member States. More work required

	7.   Drop-out rates by reason at primary/secondary
	No information is provided.

	8.   Tertiary level  enrolment by  field of study
	No information is provided.

	9.   Enrolment in vocational training
	Three Member States have provided information but they are not comparable in terms of age limits, as they are different to each other.  

	10.   Teachers in primary/secondary/third level of school
	No information is provided.

	11.   Net enrolment ratio in primary education
	The age group for primary education differs across all Member States.

	12.   Proportion of children starting  Grade 1 who reach Grade 5  
	Only Belize, Jamaica and St. Lucia have provided definitions. More work required.

	13.   Ratio of girls to  boys in primary,  secondary and tertiary education
	Only Belize and Jamaica have provided definitions and these are also comparable.  

	14.   Ratio of literate females to males of 15-24 years old 
	Only Belize and Saint Lucia have provided the definition and but they are not comparable.

	15.  Performance at Secondary and Tertiary Levels
	No information is provided.

	 
	 

	VI. HEALTH
	 

	 
	 

	1.   Life expectancy at birth
	This is harmonised across Member States which report this variable.

	2.   Life expectancy by 5 years age group
	Three Member States (Jamaica, Saint Lucia and Trinidad & Tobago) have provided the definitions but they are not fully comparable.

	3.   Infant mortality rate
	This is harmonised across member States which report this variable. Data quality and completeness of civil registration may affect degree of harmonisation.

	4.   Under-five mortality rate
	This is not harmonised. Two member states use 1-4 years while the others use 0-4 and under five. More work required

	5.   Maternal mortality ratio
	Antigua and Barbuda and the Bahamas use the ratio by 10,000 while Belize, Jamaica, and Trinidad and Tobago use 100,000 as the multiplier. (The international definition use 100,000 as the multiplier). Work is required in this area

	6.   Births attended by trained personnel by type of occupation
	Saint Lucia and Trinidad & Tobago have provided the information which is relatively comparable to the WHO definition.

	7.   Population with disabilities by type of disability
	The Bahamas, Barbados, Jamaica and Saint Lucia have provided definitions which are relatively comparable. These also follow the U.N. definition.  Types of impairment have not been described.

	8.   Mortality rates by cause of death and age
	Five Member States (Antigua and Barbuda, the Bahamas, Jamaica, Saint Lucia and Trinidad & Tobago) have provided information which is comparable. Harmonisation affected by varying practices and procedures used to derive and code underlying causes of death

	9.   Access to safe water
	Belize and Jamaica have provided the definition which is comparable to the WHO definition. (their Census schedules include a question on types, which is similar in for all Member States) 

	10.   Access to sanitation
	Four Member States (Antigua and Barbuda, The Bahamas, Barbados, Jamaica and Trinidad & Tobago) have provided the definition which is relatively comparable to the WHO definition. (Their Census schedules include a question on types which is similar for all Member States)

	11.   Hospitals/clinics per 1,000 persons
	Three Member States (Antigua and Barbuda, The Bahamas and Saint Lucia) have provided the definition. More work needs to be done on this. 

	12.   Physicians per 1,000 persons
	Four Member States have provided information which is comparable.

	13.   Knowledge of  HIV/AIDS by age  and education
	The Bahamas and Saint Lucia have provided an identical definition. This is relatively comparable to the international definition. 

	14.   Persons treated  for HIV/AIDS by  level of education  and age
	No information is provided.

	15.   Number of newly confirmed cases  by risk group  exposure  category and age  group
	Only the Bahamas has provided a definition. 

	16.   Health personnel trained in HIV/AIDS care and management by profession
	Antigua and Barbuda, the Bahamas and Saint Lucia have provided comparable definitions. 

	17.   Mortality from  HIV/AIDS by  age, occupation,  rural/urban
	Antigua and Barbuda and the Bahamas have provided comparable definitions. Trinidad and Tobago uses the criteria of medical diagnoses of having died from HIV disease.

	18.   HIV/AIDS  mortality as a  percentage of  total mortality
	Antigua and Barbuda, The Bahamas, Saint Lucia and Trinidad & Tobago have provided similar definitions. 

	19.   Cumulative total  of HIV/AIDS by  age group
	Three Member States two of which are identical.

	20.   Crude birth rate (per 1,000  persons)
	Five Member States have provided information which is comparable with the UN definition.

	21.   Crude death rate (per 1,000 persons)
	Five Member States have provided information which is comparable across Member States who have reported. This is comparable with the UN definition.

	22.   Proportion of 1  year old children  immunized  against MMR,  DPT, OPV & TB
	Four Member States (Antigua and Barbuda, The Bahamas, Belize and Saint Lucia) have stated the definition which is comparable among them. This is also comparable with UNICEF definition with a slight modification. (I.e. at least one dose of the relevant vaccine is recommended in the UNICEF definition, but this is not so clearly stated in the definition used by Member States). More information required on target population

	23.   Contraceptive prevalence rate
	Only Belize has provided a definition which is closely comparable with the WHO definition ( international definition covers women aged 15-49, in marital or consensual unions, but for Belize it is marital status only )   

	24.   Number of children orphaned by HIV/AIDS
	The Bahamas and Saint Lucia have provided definitions. Age limit is defined as 17 years for the Bahamas.  In Saint Lucia AIDS should be cause of death of parents

	 
	 

	VII. CRIME
	 

	 
	 

	1.   Crime rates by  type of crime
	Three Member States (Antigua and Barbuda, the Bahamas and Saint Lucia) have provided definitions which are   comparable among themselves. However, this needs to be examined against the international definition for crime given in the handout "International definitions".

	2.   Crime by  urban/rural
	Need to be reviewed.

	3.   Injury by  urban/rural
	Need to be reviewed.

	4.   Reported cases of  domestic violence
	Need to be reviewed.

	5.   Victims of  violence by type  of crime and age
	Need to be reviewed.

	6.   Offenders by type  of crime and age
	Need to be reviewed.

	7.   Convictions by  type of crime and  age
	Need to be reviewed.

	8.   Employed in judicial professions (lawyers, judges, police, prison personnel etc.)
	Saint Lucia has provided a definition. 

	 
	 

	VIII. DECISION MAKING
	 

	 
	 

	1.   Members of  Parliament
	Three Member States (Antigua and Barbuda, the Bahamas and Belize) have provided definitions. More work needs to be done on this. 

	2.   Persons in high  managerial  positions in  public and private  sector including selected public order and safety occupations
	 No definitions provided.

	3.   Population voting  in parliamentary  elections
	Antigua and Barbuda, The Bahamas and Saint Lucia have provided definitions which are comparable among Member States.

	4.   Selected Senior-Level Positions in the Government Service
	Only The Bahamas and Saint Lucia have given comparable definitions.

	5.   Persons employed as Legislators, Senior Officials and Managers
	The Bahamas has provided information. 

	6.   Persons employed by status in employment – Employers and Own Account Workers
	Antigua and Barbuda and The Bahamas have provided comparable information. This has been discussed already under "Work".

	 

	 

	IX. POVERTY
	 

	 
	 

	1.   Proportion of  population below  $1 per day (PPP- values)
	Three Member States have provided definitions which are comparable among themselves. 

	2.   Poverty gap ratio  [incidence x  depth of poverty]
	Four Member States (the Bahamas, Belize, Jamaica and Saint Lucia) have provided definitions which are relatively comparable among themselves.  

	3.   Share of poorest  quintile in  national  consumption
	Three Member States (Antigua and Barbuda, the Bahamas and Saint Lucia) have provided definitions which are not compatible with each other. However, the definition given by The Bahamas is comparable to the World Bank guidelines.

	4.   Prevalence of  underweight  children (under  five years of age)
	Two Member States (the Bahamas and Saint Lucia) have provided definitions which are not comparable with each other. More work needs to be done in this regard.

	5.   Proportion of  population below  minimum level of  dietary energy  consumption  (indigent)
	Two Member States (The Bahamas and Saint Lucia) have provided the definition which may not be comparable with each other. More work is needed on this. The Bahamas’ definition is comparable with the World Bank guidelines.
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