
Jamaica – Indicator list  presented at the Grenada Workshop 
 

Name of Indicator/ 
Statistic 

Definitions currently
Used 

Source(s) of 
Data 

Coverage of 
The Data 

Categories Used Methodology or 
Formula Used 

 
I. POPULATION  1 
 
1. Total Population 
 
 
 
2. Population by age group 

(0-4, 5-9, 10-14, ….. 75-
79, 80+) 

 

 
 
 
Resident (de jure) 
population, local  
and foreign born 
 
Age last birthday 

 
 
 
Population Census, 
Registrar General’s 
Dept. Immigration 
Dept  and the  annual 
demography reports     

 
 
De jure  population 
 
Census data is for all 
persons living in 
Jamaica both sexes all 
age groups 

  

II. FAMILIES AND 
HOUSEHOLDS 2 

 
1. Population by marital 

status and age group 
 
 
 
2. Population by union 

status 
 
 
 
 
3. Total Fertility Rate (births 

per woman) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Marital Staus = legal 
union of persons of 
opposite sex 
 
Union status = non-
legal relationship 
between persons of 
opposite sex 
 
Av no of children a 
woman will have 
based on prevailing 
age specific fertility 
rates 

 
 
 
 
Census, RHS, ad hoc 
surveys 
 
As above 
 
 
As Above 
 
 
 
Census 
Registrar General’s 
dept 
 

 
 
 
 
All Jamaicans over 16 
years 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Females 15-49 Years 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Married, widowed 
separated, single 

 Sample design for 
RHS is similar to 
the LFS but in 
Stage 3 1 eligible 
respondent is 
interviewed from 
each household. 

 
Married, Common 
Law, Visiting, Single 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 Fertility rate is the 
No of births per 
1000 women 
 

                                                 
1   Include whether Population estimates are mid-year or end-of-year and whether done by de jure or de facto method; 

 
2   Include categories used for marital status, union status, type of contraceptive etc. 
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Name of Indicator/ Definitions currently Source(s) of Coverage of Categories Used Methodology or 
Statistic Used Data The Data Formula Used 

 
4. Contraceptive use by 

union status, age group, 
rural/urban, type 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Household by size and 

head of household 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Household = 1 or 
more persons
occupying whole or 
part of a dwelling unit 
, who have common 
housekeeping 
arrangements and 
who share at least 1 
meal together. 

 
Labour Force, SLC, 
Censuses ad Hoc 
household surveys 

The head is the 
person who is 
recognized as such by 
the other household 
members 

 
Reproductive health 
Surveys 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All Jamaica for women 
15-49 and young men 
15-25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All private households 

 
Pill, Vasectomy,
Tubal Ligation,
Injections and all 
barrier methods 

 
 

Sample design is 
similar to that of 
LFS but in stage 3 
1 eligible 
respondent is 
selected from each 
household 
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Name of Indicator/ 
Statistic 

Definitions currently
Used 

Source(s) of 
Data 

Coverage of 
The Data 

Categories Used Methodology or 
Formula Used 

III. WORK  3 
 
1. Labour force participation 

rate by age group 
 
2. Unemployment 

population by
employment status 

 The unemployed are 
Persons seeking work 
during survey week 
plus persons wanting 
work and are 
available for work, 
that is those willing 
and able to work  

 
 
 
 
 
3. Employed population by 

employment status 
 
 
4. Employed population by 

occupation 
5. Employed population by 

industry 
 
 
 
6. Employed population by 

urban/rural 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Labour Force = 
Employed +
Unemployed 

 
Quarterly Labour
Force Surveys 

 

Employed are all 
persons who worked 
at least 1 hr during 
survey week as well 
as those with jobs but 
did not work.(on 
leave, on strike, ill, 
holidays, temporary 
lay offs) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Jamaicans 14 yrs and 
over in private 
dwellings  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Work excludes persons 
who work without pay 
for others at tasks 
which did not
contribute to the
operations of a farm or 
business. It also 
excludes work as 
volunteers in service 
organizations, church, 
or groups such as Red 
Cross, Boys Scouts 
etc. 

 
Unpaid Family
Worker 

 Employer 

 
 
 
 
 
Employment Status 
  Employee-Govt.  
Employee-Non Govt. 

  

The LFS uses a 
two stage stratified 
sampling design. 
Stage 1 is a 
selection Primary 
Sampling Units, 
Stage 2 is a 
selection of 
dwellings within 
the PSU,s 

Own account Worker 
 
 
 
The classification of 
industries is based on 
the ISIC 
 
The classification of 
occupations is based  
on the ISOC 
 
Kingston 
Other Towns 
Rural    
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
A Raising Factor 
is assigned to data 
from each PSU 
after the data has 
been adjusted for 
Non Response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
3         Under “WORK” give minimum working age, reference period used,  cut-off points   
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Name of Indicator/ Definitions currently Source(s) of Coverage of Categories Used Methodology or 
Statistic Used Data The Data Formula Used 

7. Employed population by 
marital status 

 
8. Employed population by 

hours worked per week 
 
 
 
9. Population not in the 

labour force by activity 
and age 

 
 
 
 
 
 
10. Employed population by 

educational attainment 
 
 
11. Share of women in wage 

employment in the non-
agricultural sector 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Hours worked during 
survey week as well 
as hours usually 
worked 
 
Persons over 14 yrs 
who are capable of 
working and are 
neither employed or 
unemployed are 
considered to be 
Outside the Labour 
Force 
  
(Not usually tabulated 
for employed  but 
tabulated for 
unemployed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Population Census 
 
 
Labour Force 
 
 
 
 
LFS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LFS 
 
 
 
Not tabulated but can 
be derived from LFS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ed. Attainment 
No exams, 
CXC Basic 
1-2 CXC/GCE ‘O” 
3-4 CXC?GCE ‘O”  
5+ CXC or 1-2 A  
Levels 
3 or A levels 
Degree  
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Name of Indicator/ Definitions currently Source(s) of Coverage of Categories Used Methodology or 
Statistic Used Data The Data Formula Used 

 
IV. ECONOMY 

 
1. GDP growth rate 
 
 
 
 
2. GDP per capita 
 
 
3. Average monthly 

earnings by occupation 
(groups) 

 
 
 
 
 
4. Income earners in 

households by sex of head 
of household 

 

 
 
% growth in one 
period over the GDP 
of the previous 
period. 
 
GDP divided by mean 
population 

 
 
National Accounts 
unit STATIN 
 
 
 
National Accounts 
Unit STATIN 
 
 
Not tabulated  could 
be derived from LFS 
but income 
information usually 
unreliable 
 
 
 
LFS Census 
 
 

   

 
 
V.   EDUCATION  4 
1. Literacy rate 15-24 and 

25+ years 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Literacy is the ability 
to read, comprehend, 
write and compute at 
least to the Grade 4 
level. 

 
 
 
Adult Literacy
Surveys.  

 Sample of persons 15 
years and over. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Functional Literacy 
Basic literacy 
Non-liteate 

 
 
 
Sample design 
similar to that for 
the Labour Force 
Surveys.  
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4    Under ‘EDUCATION” give age range for Primary, Secondary and Tertiary 
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Name of Indicator/ Definitions currently Source(s) of Coverage of Categories Used Methodology or 
Statistic Used Data The Data Formula Used 

 
2. Population 10 years and 

over by level of education 
 
 
 
 
 
3. School enrolment in 

primary level 
 
 
4. School enrolment in 

secondary level 
 
 
 
5. School enrolment in 

tertiary level 
 
 
6. Progression, repetition 

and drop-out rates at 
primary/ secondary  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Census, LFS, SLC  
 
 
 
 
 
 
All children 
registered in a school 
in grades 1 to grade 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Persons registered in 
an institution offering 
tertiary level training. 
 
Progression Rate- 
The proportion of 
pupils from a cohort 
enrolled in a given 
grade at a given 
school year who 
study in a higher 
grade in the following 
year. 
Repetition Rate: The 
proportion of pupils 
from a cohort 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ministry of
Education 

 Children ages 6 – 11 

Statistics Unit 
 
 
As above 
 
 
 
As above 
 
 
 
As above 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Students ages 12- 
16/18 in grades 7 – 
11/13 
 
 
Persons 17 yrs and 
over 
 
 
All students in primary 
and secondary 
institutions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summation of 
student enrollment 
in grades 1 – 6 by 
age and sex. 
Summation of 
student enrollment 
in grades 7 – 11 by 
age and sex. 
 
 
 
 
No. of pupils 
reaching  grade 
g+1 in year t+ 1 as 
a percentage of 
students enrolled 
in grade g in year 
t. 
 
 
No. of  pupils 
repeating grade g 
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Name of Indicator/ Definitions currently Source(s) of Coverage of Categories Used Methodology or 
Statistic Used Data The Data Formula Used 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Drop-out rates by reason 

at primary/secondary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
V.   EDUCATION (con’t) 
 
8. Tertiary level enrolment 

by field of study 
9. Enrolment in vocational 

training 
 

enrolled in a given 
grade at a given 
school year who 
study in the same 
grade the following 
school year. 
Drop-out Rate: The 
proportion of pupils 
from  a cohort 
enrolled in a given 
grade at a given 
school year who leave 
school instead of 
proceeding to the next 
grade.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The no. of persons 
registered for training 
in a specified training 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MOE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MOE 
 
Annual Training
Report (HEART) 

 Out of school students 
17 years and over 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

in year t + 1 as a 
percentage of the 
number of pupils 
enrolled in grade g 
in year t. 
 
 
No. of pupils 
dropping out from 
grade g in year t as 
a percentage of the 
No. of pupils in 
grade g in year t. 
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Name of Indicator/ Definitions currently Source(s) of Coverage of Categories Used Methodology or 
Statistic Used Data The Data Formula Used 

 
 
 
 
 
10. Teachers in primary/ 

secondary/third level of 
school 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11. Net enrolment ratio in 

primary education  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

programme/institution 
and skill area/course 
over a prescribed 
period of time. 
 
Teachers in 
primary: 
Employed to teach 
students in grade 1 – 
6 
Teachers in 
secondary 
Employed to teach 
students at grade 7- 
11/13 
Teachers at Tertiary 
Lecturers employed 
to lecture to persons 
pursuing certificate 
diploma and degree 
programmes 
 
 
 
Enrollment of the 6 – 
11 age group at 
grades 1 – 6 
expressed as a
percentage of the 6 – 
11 age group 
population 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Statistics Unit  
MOE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As above 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Grade 1 – 6 schools or 
departments 
 
 
 
Grade 7 – 11 schools 
and departments 
 
 
 
 
Community Colleges, 
teachers colleges, 
Universities 
 
 
 
 
 
Students ages 6 – 11 
years and children in 
population ages 6 – 11 
years. 
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Name of Indicator/ Definitions currently Source(s) of Coverage of Categories Used Methodology or 
Statistic Used Data The Data Formula Used 

12. Proportion of children 
starting Grade 1 who 
reach Grade 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13. Ratio of girls to boys in 

primary, secondary and 
tertiary education 

 
 
14. Ratio of literate females 

to males of 15-24 year 
olds 

 
 

Percentage of a 
cohort of pupils 
enrolled in the 1st 
grade of a given level 
or cycle of education 
in a given school year 
who are expected to 
reach grade 5. 
 
 
 
 
 
Also known as gender 
parity index 

As above 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As above 
 
 
 
 
 
MOE, & Literracy 
Surveys 

 
 

Cohort of pupils in 
grade 1 in a given year  
Promotees to grade 5 
through successive 
years. 
 
 

Promotees from 
grade g who 
would join 
successive grades 
g thru n 
throughout 
successive years t 
as percentage of 
total no. of pupils 
belonging to a 
cohort c at a 
reference year k 
 
The no. of girls at 
a specific level 
divided by the 
number of boys at 
the same level 
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Name of Indicator/ Definitions currently Source(s) of Coverage of Categories Used Methodology or 
Statistic Used Data The Data Formula Used 

VI. HEALTH 
 
1. Life expectancy at birth 
 
 
 
2. Life expectancy by 5 

years 
 age group 
 
 
3. Infant mortality rate 
 
 
 
4. Under-five mortality ratio 
 
 
 
 
5. Maternal mortality ratio 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Av. Number of years 
a newborn baby can 
expect to live 
 
Av. Years of life 
remaining to a person 
who has attained age 
x. 
 
No of deaths of 
persons under 1 yr per 
1000 live births 
 
No of deaths of 
persons under 5yrs in 
a particular year by 
1000 live births 
 
No. of women dying 
as a result of 
complications of
pregnancy or 
childbirth in a
particular year by 
100,000 live births 

 

Maternal Mortality in 
Jamaican Hospitals 
1993-1995 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Census, 
Demography. 
Registrar General 
 
Censuses, Registrar 
General STATIN 
 
 
 
Mortality Study 
2002, UWI, STATIN 
MOH 
 
Mortality Study 
2002, UWI SATIN 
MOH 
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Name of Indicator/ Definitions currently Source(s) of Coverage of Categories Used Methodology or 
Statistic Used Data The Data Formula Used 

VI.  HEALTH (con’t) 
 
 
6. Births attended by trained 

personnel by type of 
occupation 

 
 
7. Population with 

disabilities by type of 
disability 

 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Mortality rates by cause 

of death and age 
 
 
 
9. Access to safe water 
 
10. Access to sanitation 
 
 
11. Hospitals/clinics per 

1,000 persons 
12. Physicians per 1,000 

persons 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Census 2001 defined 
disability as any 
restriction or lack of 
ability in the manner 
or within a range 
considered normal for 
a person of that age. 
 
 
No of deaths due to a 
specific cause per 
100,00 mean
population of that 
year 

 

Census, 
Demography, 
Registrar General 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Reproductive Health 
Survey 
 
 
 
Census  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
SLC Census 
 
SLC Census 
 
 
Ministry of Health 
 
Ministry of Health 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Government facilities 
only 
Includes UHWI 
excluded medical 
interns 
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Name of Indicator/ Definitions currently Source(s) of Coverage of Categories Used Methodology or 
Statistic Used Data The Data Formula Used 

 
13. Knowledge of HIV/AIDS  
       by age and education 
 
14. Persons treated for 

HIV/AIDS by level of 
education and age 

15. Number of newly 
confirmed cases by risk 
group exposure category 
and age group 

16. Health personnel trained 
in HIV/AIDS care and 
management by 
profession 

17. Mortality from 
HIV/AIDS by age, 
occupation, rural/ urban 

 
VI.  HEALTH (con’t) 
 
18. HIV/AIDS mortality as a 

percentage of total 
mortality 

19. Cumulative total of HIV/ 
AIDS by age group 

 
20. Crude birth rate (per 

1,000 persons) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No of births
registered in a year 
per 1000 mean 
population of that 
year 

 MOH 

 
No of deaths 
registered in a year 

 
Ministry of Health, 
RHS 
 
 
Ministry of Health 
 
 
MOH 
 
 
 
MOH 
 
 
 
MOH, Registrar 
General 
 
 
 
 
MOH  RGD 
 
 

 
 
RGD , Demography 
unit STATIN 
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Name of Indicator/ Definitions currently Source(s) of Coverage of Categories Used Methodology or 
Statistic Used Data The Data Formula Used 

21. Crude death rate (per 
1,000 persons) 

 
22. Proportion of 1 year old 

children immunized 
against MMR, DPT, OPV 
& TB 

23. Contraceptive prevalence 
rate 

24. Number of children 
orphaned by HIV/AIDS 

 

per 1000 mean pop of 
that year 

 
RGD Demography 
Unit at STATIN 
 
 MOH SLC for 
children under 5 
years 
 
RHS 
 
MOH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Women 15-49 and 
Young men 15-24 

 
 
VII.  CRIME 
 
1. Crime rates by type of 

crime 
2. Crime by urban/rural  
3. Injury by urban/rural 
4. Reported cases of 

domestic violence 
5. Victims of violence by 

type of crime and age 
 
VII.   CRIME 
 
6. Offenders by type of 

crime and age 
7. Convictions by type of 

crime and age 
 
 

     
 
 
Statistics unit 
Commissioner of 
Police 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Census, Police 
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Name of Indicator/ Definitions currently Source(s) of Coverage of Categories Used Methodology or 
Statistic Used Data The Data Formula Used 

8. Employed in judicial 
professions (lawyers, 
judges, police, prison 
personnel, etc.) 

 

Services 
Commission, Public 
Service Commission 
Bar assoc. 

 
VIII.  DECISION MAKING 
 
1. Members of parliament 
2. Persons in high 

managerial positions in 
public and private sector 
including selected public 
order and safety 
occupations 

3. Population voting in 
parliamentary elections 

4. Selected Senior-Level 
positions in the 
Government Service 

5. Persons employed as 
Legislators, Senior 
Officials and Managers 

 
 
 
VIII.  DECISION 
MAKING 
 
6. Persons employed by 

status in employment – 
Employers and Own 
Account Workers 

     
 
 
Office of Parliament 
LFS and Employers 
Federation 
 
 
 
 
Electoral Office 
 
Office of the 
Services 
Commission. 
Census 
 
LFS Census 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LFS 
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Name of Indicator/ Definitions currently Source(s) of Coverage of Categories Used Methodology or 
Statistic Used Data The Data Formula Used 

 
 
IX.  POVERTY 
 
1. Proportion of population 

below $1 per day (PPP-
values) 

2. Poverty gap ratio
(incidence x depth of 
poverty) 

 

SLC is conducted and 
published as joint 
effort between
STATIN and PIOJ. 

 
 
 
 
3. Share of poorest quintile 

in national consumption 
4. Prevalence of 

underweight children 
(under five years of age) 

5. Proportion of population 
below minimum level of 
dietary energy 
consumption (indigent) 

 
 
 

 

SLC  and Planning 
Institute of Jamaica 
(PIOJ) 

 
Private poverty 
condition in which 
people do not have 
the means to live 
above a minimum 
standard. 
 
 

 
 
 

As above 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As above 
 
SLC 

   
 
 
The poverty line is 
calculated by PIOJ 
using a basic 
basket of food and 
essential non-food 
items. MOH and 
CFNI assist in 
determining the 
contents of this 
basket. 
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